Glad Tidings for Trinity

Trinity Lutheran Church chattanoogalutheran.org
423/870-1236
5001 Hixson Pike
fax: 423/486-9057
Hixson, TN 37343

Dear Friends,
Last night my grandson developed a temperature. His Mom gave him
Tylenol and slept with him last night. This morning he has somewhat of a
sniffling nose and more cranky than usual. Naturally, we wonder whether it is
COVID. We will have to wait until tomorrow which was the earliest his
pediatrician in Pennsylvania could see him. All over Chattanooga and our
whole country families are in the same boat, wondering if a temperature, a
stuffy nose, an upset stomach might be COVID 19. And it’s not just
unvaccinated children we worry about, but with this Delta variant we worry
about other loved ones - parents or grandparents, whether or not they are
vaccinated.
For almost two years we have all had to sacrifice what we consider
normal and comfortable. Our community here at Trinity has not been immune to the trials and
difficulties that COVID has brought to our world; from giving up our worship comforts to having to
say goodbye to family and friends who have passed away and everything in between. Leadership in
this unprecedented time is not easy, and our Congregation Council, along with the COVID taskforce
have spent hours discussing the best ways to protect our community while still functioning as
comfortably as possible. Over this time of COVID we have closed completely, stopped taking
communion together, worshipped outside, kept our singing voices silent, and been 100% online.
The vaccine brought a welcomed relief for a time, but like viruses do, COVID found a way to
continue to affect us and limit us with the highly contagious Delta variant. While the vaccine greatly
reduces symptoms and hospitalizations it no longer stops the transmission of the Delta variant of the
virus. While we know of no one who has contracted COVID through one of our activities here at
Trinity, we do have vaccinated members who have contracted the Delta variant in what is commonly
called, “breakthrough cases.” It is disconcerting, especially in Tennessee where the vaccination rate
is around 48%. That’s why Council at its last meeting determined that for the time being it is
essential that masks be worn in the building for both worship and all other group activities. Those at
the highest risk are our children and our congregation is blessed to have many of them running
through our halls that we need to protect. Wearing masks will allow us to continue to worship in the
ways we have been for the last few months including communion, singing, and
worshiping indoors. For those who find it challenging to wear a mask for an hour, we
would remind you that we continue to offer our Facebook Live service each and every
Sunday starting at 8:15 am.
We hope that you approach this situation with grace and see the
fluidity and difficulty of the challenge before us. Hopefully, like other
aspects of this pandemic, these measures will be temporary, and this Delta
variant will pass. Any questions or concerns can be brought to the pastors
and members of the Council. Let us continue to keep each other safe and
pray for the safety of our neighbors. In this way we will fulfill Jesus’
call in the scriptures for us to love our neighbor as ourselves.
In Christ service and yours,
Pastor Stan Combs

(Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors)

Sept OWL Anniversaries
John & Phyllis Sims
September 5, 1970

Tentative September Schedule:
10:00 Bible Study w/ Herb Burhenn
11:00 Ornithologist presentation
No lunch provided

September OWL Birthdays
10 – Ginny Minninger
13 – Doris Harsman
18 – Harold Christensen
20 – Dale Elmblade
25 – Jim Cole
30 – Jan Buck

Carol Bell
Frank Hilley
Iris Hess
Annika Utt
Pat Conard
Norma Hansen
Rae Snyder
Johnna Odom
Fred Hencke
Ginny Minninger
Paige Harlin

9/1
9/1
9/3
9/3
9/5
9/7
9/7
9/9
9/10
9/10
9/12

We will meet in the sanctuary
where we can social distance
and have access to technology
equipment.
We understand how much
OWLS enjoy gathering and
ask you to bear with us during
this time of uncertainty.

Dean Muncy
Michael Utt
Doris Harsman
Jane Overbeck
Jameson Fortuna
Lily Jackson
Danielle Nichols
Harold Christensen
Dale Elmblade
Mary Jenkins
Laura Seneker

MASKS will be required for
meetings, until Covid clears up
a bit.
Feel free to contact David (512773-0383) or Susan (512-7730384) Kroft. You may call or
text either number.

9/12
9/12
9/13
9/13
9/15
9/15
9/15
9/18
9/20
9/20
9/23

Will Cain
Alex Cain
Jim Cole
Sheila Hilley
Elaine Krause
Abby Sosebee
Holly Cole
Jan Buck

The Sunday Bible Study will return to a ZOOM format on
Sunday, August 29. We'll begin at 9:45 am.
We are starting a study of Deuteronomy.
If you would like to be added to the invitation list, please let me
know (Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu).

9/24
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30

Pastor, what is St. John trying to tell us as he says, “ in the beginning was the Word?”
The Gospel according to John begins with these important words: “In the beginning was the word, and the
word was with God and the word was God.” And with this the author pushes us toward the brightness of
heaven. This is a journey and not a lightening bolt experience. The Jesus movement, the birth of Christianity, was
relatively new. The Christian movement faced challenges difficult to imagine. The Church had begun in Judaism,
among the Jews, and initially it spoke in the Jewish language and followed Jewish traditions. But missionary
outreach was spreading into the wider world. By A.D. 60, Christianity had travelled all over Asia Minor and Greece
and had arrived in Rome. By A.D. 60 there must have been a hundred thousand Greeks in the Church for every
Jew. Remember, the Greeks and non-Jews knew nothing about the “coming of the Messiah” or about Abraham or
Moses. The Jewish understandings were simply alien to the Greeks. The problem the author of John’s Gospel faced
round about the year A.D. 100, saw a solution. In both Greek and Jewish thought there existed the conception of
“The Word”. Both the Greek and the Jew understood “The Word” in similar ways.
To the Jew a word was far more than mere sound; a word was something which had an active and independent
existence and which actually did things. And we see many examples of this in the Old Testament: “And God said, let
there be light and there was light,” etc. Every Jew would understand this.
And now we consider the Greek understanding of “The Word”. The Greek term for Word is Logos;
but Logos does not only mean Word; it also means Reason. The Greek intellectual of that day would clearly
understand this. These two meanings were closely tied together. We should remember then that the Jews
understand the word of God as powerful and creative, and note that with Greek thought we see wisdom beginning
to emerge. Wisdom is God’s agent in enlightenment and in creation. And Wisdom and Reason are very much the
same thing. We can see examples of this in Proverbs and other later biblical writings.
So, John’s challenge was to advance Greek and Jewish understanding of the “Good News” of Jesus coming down
to earth, as God’s power coming into the world to live among people as a human. Another way to think about this—
The mind of God became a person.

So John authored this Gospel to enlighten Christians everywhere around A.D. 100. Let it provide you
clarity of wisdom, which our world today so desperately needs.
Pastor Clay Seneker
(Response gleaned from “The Gospel of John” Vol. one, William Barclay)

Our ONLINE CALENDAR and ONLINE MEMBER DIRECTORY
can be found on our website @ chattanoogalutheran.org.
No need to find your newsletter
or carry around the bulky pages of member addresses.
Simply go to our website.
The CALENDAR is located on the CALENDAR page.
The DIRECTORY can be found on the LINKS WE LIKE page.
Please e-mail or call the office for the DIRECTORY CODE. It only needs to be entered once.

Shawn & Mark (Marlene Hiltunen)
Katy Allison
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis)
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel)
Scott Baily (Fran Balsis)
Alice Barnett
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart)
Bill Balsis
Bonnie Bean (James Craig)
Theresa Bowman
Robert Burns (Carol Hayde)
Martha Caldwell
Gene & Laura Cline
Kathleen & Jamie Craven (Fran
Balsis)
Joyce Davis
Tommy Dixon (Dale Elmblade)

Linda Draeger
Betsy Fryar (Julie Sosebee)
Paul & Phyllis Giesel (David Giesel)
Nancy Gubish
Barbara Haar
Doris Harsman
Gary Hayde
June Hoover (Fran Balsis)
Rebecca Krause
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will)
Joshua Lewis (Laura Dahlke)
Sandy Maddox (Joyce Davis)
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis)
Britt McPherson
David Miller (Dale Elmblade)
Art Minninger
Barbara Montgomery

Elfie Owen
Michael Pell (Joyce Davis)
Gigi Penticuff
Laura Peucker
Apryl Reno (Carol Bell)
Elaine Schoeller (Anne Cain)
Ida Seneker
Karen Smith
Leon & Pat Stonecipher (Joyce
Davis)
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family)
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell)
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)
Eleonore Williams
Please, update the office.

PV2 Barrett Brown - Iowa Nat'l Guard—Tacy Gorton’s grandson
T/Sgt. Dillon O. Cole, Marines, son of James M. Cole and Grandson of Jim
Airman Nicholas A. Cyr, USAF—grandson of Art & Ginny Minninger
Pfc Owen Dobbins , Army—Great-nephew of Mary Jenkins
John Matthew Gray, Master Chief Petty Officer John

Gray, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray
Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider
Matthew K. Lynch, USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol
Bell
Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell
Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn
Tonya Morgan Le & husband Viet Le, Army & Air Force—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn
Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider

Social Missions Update!

After a very productive meeting on August 25th our social missions team has some exciting
updates for you all!
Many city-wide programs have been changing how they serve our
community and the food voucher program through the Chattanooga Food Bank is one of
them. The biggest change is that they have decided not to hand out vouchers at churches
anymore but to do so at the food bank. This change started as a COVID precaution, but it
seems like this change will continue.
Trinity has been supporting those food vouchers over the last
year and a half (we even increased the amount we sponsored by
100%!) and will continue to sponsor food vouchers for people to
use at the food bank.
FOOD PANTRY
Our food pantry has been an important part of our voucher
program for years. It has been a great way to provide those in
need with a box of food to tide them over in times of emergency.
With our food voucher program changing to being donation
based we had to decide what to do with our pantry.

We will continue stocking our pantry to serve those who come to our doors in need of food,
but we will also start taking the food directly to those in need! Pastor Elise will start taking
volunteers out on Wednesdays to distribute food boxes to the homeless of our city. We’ll be
calling this ministry “Food Box Wednesdays”! This will change what kinds of items we collect
from month to month as well. We will put a list together and publish it in the announcements
as well as share a link to an amazon wish list on our Facebook pages.
If you are interested in helping with social missions’ projects, including Food Box Wednesday
please contact Pastor Elise @803-730-2466 or email her at pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com.
She will be serving as the interim head of social missions while we restructure and rebuild
our mission and interaction with our community! New ideas and volunteers are welcomed
and encouraged!

New Addresses: (please note in your
directory for future use:
J.F. & Barbara Weinhold
20 Redwood Cluster
Doylestown, PA 18901
215/340-7260

Jeff & Vicki McGuire
6500 Hixson Pike #240
Hixson TN 37343
Zelma Pack is #106
(as it is in the online directory)

Caring for our homeless neighbors...
Since last October, I have been working alongside the city of Chattanooga’s homeless services
department in my spare time. My role was that of an outreach specialist, quite simply I strapped on
my boots and went out onto the streets, underpasses, patches of woods, stream beds, bridges,
railroads and back alleys of Chattanooga to find and bring services to our homeless population. I
thought I had a good understanding of homelessness and what people went through when living on
the streets, but if the last ten months has taught me anything it’s that I didn’t know a thing.
All too often the assumptions people make as to why an individual has ended up homeless are
things like; they must have done something self-destructive, made some huge mistake, done
something bad, are lazy, incompetent, crazy, or spend all their money on drugs or alcohol and that’s
why they are homeless. I would be lying to you if I said I hadn’t thought those things at some point
in my life as well. But what I’ve realized is that those kinds of thoughts don’t actually help anyone
and even if they are true only showcase a small part of the problems people are facing and the
broken systems that allow people to fall through the cracks and under bridges. While mental health,
addiction, and physical disability are certainly huge issues in the homeless community there are
other factors at play that keep people on the streets; generational poverty, little to no access to
healthcare, little to no subsidized housing or low-income housing, little to no access to
rehabilitation programs, subpar public transportation, food deserts, etc. And you may be thinking
that these issues primarily exist in bigger cities like Chicago, Atlanta or New York but they are
everywhere, and Chattanooga is not immune either. It is easy to see that there is a housing crisis in
Chattanooga, we’ve all read the paper. But what we don’t hear about is that none of the housing
being bought and sold or built downtown is affordable for the working poor or the homeless of our
community. For goodness sake, there are many of us in this congregation that couldn’t afford some
of these homes!
What shocked me the most was
the lack of shelter space in our
city. Obviously, COVID greatly
affected how many people the
shelters could take in, but overall
there are just not enough beds to
shelter all of the homeless people
in our community. Even if there
were most shelters have very
unrealistic requirements for
people to meet before they can
receive services. I learned that
this is called having high barriers.
While some are understandable it
is still a problem that needs
fixing, which will require risk
taking and openness to all people, faults and all! Learning this lesson led me to learn more about a
strategy called “housing first”. We tend to think that once someone can get clean, get a job, get a

car, get a phone…etc that then they can find housing but let’s be realistic; if you were spending 90%
of your day just trying to find a decent meal or a place to charge your phone could you make the
rest of that happen? When someone is housed first they are far more likely to find the physical and
mental energy that they need to fight all the other battles.
Clearly, I could go on and on about this, but I’ll leave you with this (for now J). The people who are
homeless in our city are hard-working and talented people just trying to do their best. As a whole
they have been failed by systems that were stacked against them. My hope is that we as a church
will continue our work to help our neighbors in need and support a community that cares for all
people; from those on top of Lookout mountain, all the way to those living under bridges in Hixson.
Our faith calls us to action and that action can look like many different things, from packing food
boxes and hygiene kits to writing our elected officials to getting out on the streets ourselves; as long
as we lead with love we are answering God’s call. If anyone wants to talk more with me about how
we can help our homeless neighbors you know where to find me!
Give food to the hungry and care for the homeless. – Isaiah 58:10

- Pastor Elise

FOOD VOUCHER PROGRAM NEEDS HELP!
The social missions’ food voucher program helps those in urgent
need of food; serving the elderly, disabled, as well as families
and individuals who need help to make ends meet.
Throughout the COVID-19
pandemic Trinity was able to sponsor almost double the usual
amount of vouchers for people hit hardest by the economic
downfall associated with this pandemic. Because of this effort
our Neighbors in Need fund has been depleted.
We are asking that if you are able you would consider making a
special donation to Social Missions so that we can continue our
support of the Food Voucher program and continue to feed and
support our neighbors that need it most. Thank you!

Gifts in honor of Terry Carlson:
Art & Ginny Minninger

Sack Supper Saints will resume meeting on
Wednesday September 1 in the Youth Room.
We will gather at 6 pm for sack suppers
(bring your own) and start the study at
630. If the weather is nice, please bring a
camp chair so we can meet outside. Masks
are essential.
SSS will continue to meet on the 1st and 3rd
Wednesday of the month.

Game night is back!
We’ll be bringing back game night and we’ll be outside!
Bring yard games and your dinner if you want!
The church will provide drinks and supplies for s’mores!
Well start up at 6:30, looking forward to it! -Pr Elise

I would like to thank everyone who came to a homecoming party in August. I enjoyed the time to reconnect and make new connections with my Trinity family that I
have missed during the last year and a half. We shared stories, laughter, and fun; but
most of all, we had the opportunity to share ourselves and our love for God and each
other. I also want to thank the council members who sponsored a party and made the
phone calls to invite members to these events.
Special thank you to Mary Jenkins for the wonderful Trinity family displays she
lovingly created for the homecomings. What a wonderful reminder of how this church
has touched our lives.
“Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. His love endures forever.”
Psalm 136:1
Gloria Rawlston

Those

who serve in

September

8:30

11:00

Ushers
September 5th
Altar Guild
Asst. Minister

Kathy Behling

Lector

Kathy Behling

Greeters

Ed & MaryAnn Shuey

Counters
September 12th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild
Asst. Minister

Mary Jenkins

Lector

Herb & Carol Burhenn

Greeters

Kathy Behling

Alan Crews

Counters
September 19th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild
Asst. Minister

Shula Yelliott

Lector

Shula Yelliott

Janet Hope

Greeters

Zelma Pack

Balsis, White, Will

8:30

11:00

Counters
September 26th
Altar Guild
Asst. Minister
Lector
Greeters
Counters

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

EVERY Sunday

EVERY Monday

EVERY Tuesday

EVERY Wed.

EVERY Thursday

EVERY Friday

EVERY Saturday

6:00 Scouts

2nd & 4th Food
Vouchers (10-1)

2

3

4

10

11

8:15 Service
9:30 Contemporary
Service
10:30 Bible Study
11:15 Service

1

10:00 Quilting

5

6

7

8

9

12:15 Evangelism

10:00 Knitters
10:30 OWLS

10:00 Quilting
12:00 Ladies Lunch

6:00 SS Saints

12

13

6:00 Exec
Committee
14

15

16

17

18

24

25

10:00 Quilting

6:00 Council

19

20

21

22

23
10:00 Quilting

6:00 Rose Society
6:00 SS Saints

26

27

28

29

10:00 Knitters

6:00 Family Game
Night - outside

30

2:00 German Club

TLC—Trinity Learning Center
OWLS—Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors

LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee
BMRG—Building, Maintenance, Renovations, Grounds

Copies of the full, council minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in the church office.

Your 2021 Council Members & Staff are:
Gloria Rawlston, President

Ingrid Fortuna, VP Jessica Hackathorne, Secretary

Beth Painter, Treasurer, Allen Cain, Cathy Dahlman, Gary Hart, Molly Iles, Dean Lanternier, Dennis Luker,
Danielle Nichols, Vicki McGuire Staff: Pastor Anderson, Pastor Combs, Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, &
Jim Faller
Committee Liaisons:
Stewardship: Allen Cain

Finance: Molly Iles

BMRG: Dean Lanternier

Hospitality: Dennis Luker

Children and Youth: Gary Hart

LRPC: Gloria Rawlston

Columbarium: Cathy Dahlman

Social Missions: Pastor Elise

Endowment/Waddell Scholarship: Ingrid Fortuna

Worship and Music: Danielle Nichols

Evangelism: Vicki McGuire

Treasurer's Report
July 2021 Financial Report
TLC monthly budget is $34,282; $35,935
was received. $2,038 was given to
dedicated accounts (ie Neighbors in Need,
Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers,
Memorials etc) . Year to date receipts were
$216,362 with an additional $23,185 was
given to dedicated accounts.
Monthly gain (General Fund Income less
Ordinary Expenses) for July is $735. YTD
gain is $16,981.
Monthly receipts of $435 were received
for capital campaign pledges. Year to date
capital campaign receipts were $2,920.
There were no gifts given to the
modernization project. The amount owed
on the LOC was paid in full December 31,
2020.

A full set of Financial Statements are
available upon request, or are
available in the 2020 Annual Report
outside of the office.

If you have an announcement you would like in
the bulletin, newsletter, or on the Trinity Website,
please fill out an announcement form OR E-mail the office.

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is:

SEPTEMBER 20th

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an
appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.

Pastor Anderson will be in the office
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 - 1:30,
and any other time by appointment.
Pastor Combs will be in the office
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 1:30,
and any other time by appointment.
If you missed church on Sunday,
Sermon videos are now available
on our Website and Facebook!

Welcoming people to Christ for over 60 years...
8:15 Traditional Service w/ Communion
& Facebook Live @ Trinity Lutheran—Worship Central
9:30 Contemporary Service (Gym) w/Communion

Pastor Stanley Combs
E-mail: revstan@comcast.net Phone: 717-578-6851

Pastor Elise Anderson
E-mail: pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com Phone: 803-730-2466

11:15 Traditional Service w/ Communion

Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant
E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com Text: 423-834-4337

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master
music@lutherantrinity.com
Congregational Council
council@lutherantrinity.com

Visit our website at
www.chattanoogalutheran.org

~ Through the Love of Christ ~
We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of
Christians sharing in God’s love with one another,
the Chattanooga area, & the world.

