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It is amazing to me that it is somehow September. I remember when the time of
suggested quarantine started the idea of eight weeks just seemed insane! And now here we
are five and half months later and all things quarantine are feeling more and more routine. I
have a mask tucked into every bag, hand sanitizer always at the ready, and know which
restaurants around town have spacious outdoor seating and which don’t. It is truly amazing
how, as creatures of habit, we as human are actually really good at adapting and evolving to
our circumstances.
And yet, even when we are designed to adapt to change we still have a very difficult
time with certain kinds of changes. I for one really struggle when traditions are changed,
especially when it comes to holidays. I remember one year when I was home from college
over the Christmas holiday we were all up late after coming home from Christmas Eve
services and while we were sitting there my Dad started to fill up the stockings. When I
noticed I asked him (with a lot of alarm in my voice), “What are you doing?!” Shocked at my
tone, he answered, “Um… putting the stocking stuffers in the stockings.” “Well you’re
supposed to do that while we’re asleep! That way they’re full when we wake up!” I shot
back. “Well then go to sleep! It’s one o’clock in the morning!” He yelled back. Ahh, Merry
Christmas! You see, even though my childhood was far behind me I still needed the
consistency and tradition of how things worked for all my life. Even though I had stopped
believing that it was Santa who was filling my stocking I still desired that magic of going to
sleep seeing an empty stocking and waking up to one bursting with small toys and candies.
I imagine that like me, most of you are experiencing some grief over the changes in
our church traditions. Not only did we miss out on the classic Easter Sunday traditions we
know so well but we are still going without the usual communion every Sunday, or that
doughnut from the welcome center as you head into the chapel for worship. We’re allowed
to feel sad about that, I would be more concerned if we weren’t! But God also encourages
us to try new things, to renew our minds and the ways in which we practice our faith. One
day we will be able to go back to the ways that church feels so familiar and comforting. But
until then, join me in the excitement of doing something new!
Blessings,
Pastor Elise

(Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors)

September OWL Birthdays
10 – Ginny Minninger
13 – Doris Harsman
20 – Dale Elmblade
25 – Jim Cole
30 – Jan Buck

OWLS will meet via
ZOOM, September 1st
with a bible study by Herb
Burhenn.

Sept OWL Anniversaries
John & Phyllis Sims
September 5, 1970

Carol Bell
9/1
Frank Hilley
9/1
Diane Gray
9/3
Iris Hess
9/3
Annika Utt
9/3
Pat Conard
9/5
Norma Hansen 9/7
Rae Snyder
9/7
Johnna Odom
9/9
Fred Hencke
9/10
Ginny Minninger 9/10
Paige Harlin
9/12

Dean Muncy
9/12
Michael Utt
9/12
Doris Harsman 9/13
Jane Overbeck
9/13
Jameson Fortuna 9/15
Lily Jackson
9/15
Danielle Nichols 9/15
Chris O'Grady 9/16
Harold Christensen 9/18
Arthur Doucette 9/18
Dale Elmblade 9/20

Everyone is welcome to attend.
For information or if you
would like to make a lunch
reservation, please call
David or Susan Kroft
at 512-773-0383 or
512-773-0384.

Mary Jenkins
Laura Seneker
Will Cain
Alex Cain
Margaret Kurz
James Cole
Sheila Hilley
Elaine Krause
Abigail Sosebee
Holly Cole
Jan Buck

9/20
9/23
9/24
9/24
9/24
9/25
9/25
9/27
9/28
9/29
9/30

will now begin at 10:30 am on ZOOM to
accommodate the change in Trinity's worship schedule. We are continuing our study of Genesis.
Please contact Herb (Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu or 886-4167) to receive an invitation.
The log-in information also appears on the Trinity website.

Pastor, why doesn’t God manifest His saving power
more openly during this COVID pandemic?
This COVID pandemic is just one of a historical large number of tragic events afflicting God’s people
throughout our history. I suspect that each world shattering event raised serious questions about where
the god’s were and why did they or it cause or allow the event to happen. Every epidemic or pandemic
causes people to attempt to better understand God. Our God of Creation and evolution sent His Son,
Jesus, to love and help us not just in times of crisis but every day of our lives. He offers us words of
wisdom and comfort.
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest.. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your
souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” Matt. 11:28-30.

Today far too many people seek God, because they fear the pandemic and economic crush upon
them. Throughout history people have sought out God when they were afraid or in need. A wise
theologian from the past once said that a person’s god is that in which the person places his or her
trust. Most of us seek to place our trust in something or someone when we are afraid or in need, even
as we struggle to identify the object of that trust.
Jesus beginning with the eleventh chapter of Matthew, has finished the instructional phase of his
ministry with his disciples, and has entered a process of teaching and proclaiming his message to the
people of Israel. Jesus reminds us here that a full understanding of God has been hidden from the
people, yet it has been given to him to share as he sees fit. Then in Matthew we are told the stories of
actions of Jesus and the teachings of Jesus that offer us clear views of God’s grace and love available to
and pushed upon God’s people. He offers images, life experiences, real world (of things in his day)
objects and sights, and feelings as he teaches, and all need interpretation in our own minds.
“Take my yoke...” Jesus says. The Israelites used the phrase “the yoke for entering into submission
to... They spoke of the yoke of the Law, the yoke of the commandments, the yoke of the Kingdom, the
yoke of God. We do not know but Jesus may have had their words in mind. He says, “My yoke is
easy.” The word ‘easy’ in Greek means ’well-fitting.’ Any animal whether wearing a single yoke or
whether yoked together in pairs can work longer, easier when the yoke has been well-fitted.
Jesus says, “my burden is light.” The Israelite understanding of the Old Testament Law seems clearly
to have reached the point of being felt as a burden upon the common citizen. It seemed to make one’s
relationship with God as a never-ending struggle to meet somewhat petty rules that could never be fully
achieved. Jesus offers what seems to me to be an alternative path to glory. This path does not count
the steps, nor does it tell us exactly which steps or which direction or what is to be done while travelling
the path. This Jesus seems to tell us that God is there with us, no matter the direction. God knows that
not everyone will wear masks, when they should, and God knows that their failure will seriously damage
or kill someone. God knows when we are sick, and He offers us treatment and medicine and care from
others of God’s family. He know that some of us will not survive, even as He wills life in the fullness of
His love. God knows that we are in His care and when necessary He has a place for us in His eternal
Kingdom.
St. Paul reminds us, 2 Cor 4: 17, “Becoming a Christian does not deliver anyone from suffering, but
such is a momentary affliction when compared to the glory that shall be revealed.”
- Pastor Clay Seneker

Katy Allison
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis)
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel)
Scott Baily (Fran Balsis)
Alice Barnett
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart)
Bill Balsis
Bonnie Bean (James Craig)
Theresa Bowman
Josie Boyd
Doug & Jan Buck
Sandy Buelow
Martha Caldwell
Gene & Laura Cline
Lorna Conard (Pat Conard)
Jamie Craven (Fran Balsis)
Joyce Davis

Linda Draeger
Ernie Engel (former member)
Betsy Fryar (Julie Sosebee)
Paul & Phyllis Giesel (David Giesel)
Barbara Haar
Doris Harsman
Gary Hayde
June Hoover (Fran Balsis)
MaryAnn Jackson
Rebecca Krause
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will)
Larry Lee (Penticuff family)
Mary Manning (Cree Giesel)
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis)
Art Minninger
Barbara Montgomery
Simon Moss (Nichols family)

Elfie Owen
Apryl Reno (Carol Bell)
Elaine Schoeller (Anne Cain)
Ida Seneker
Karen Smith
Pat Stonecipher (Joyce Davis)
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family)
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell)
Ruth Treadway (Combs)
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)
Keyara White (David Combs)
Kim White
Michael Will (Sharon Will)
Eleonore Williams
Please, regularly update the office.

John Matthew Gray, Master Chief Petty Officer John Gray, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray
Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn
Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell
Matthew K. Lynch, USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell
PV2 Barrett Brown - Iowa Nat'l Guard—Tacy Gorton’s grandson
Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider
Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider
T/Sgt. Dillon O. Cole, Marines, son of James M. Cole and Grandson of Jim
Tonya Josephine Morgan , Army—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn

We are looking for “OWNERS” and “CONTRACTORS.”
OWNERS would volunteer to maintain an area of our grounds.
CONTRACTORS would provide a specific service (leaf blowing, chain saw,
power washing, etc.)
We would also have some project work at times.
If interested, contact:
Dennis Luker @ 810-333-9342

1.Tell a little about you and your life. I was born in Athens, GA, however moved to Tomah,
WI when I was 4 years old. My younger sister and I attended St. Paul's Lutheran School from
K-8th grade. After high school, I completed my Bachelor's in Nursing at Winona State
University in Minnesota. Following graduation, I immediately moved to sunny Orlando, FL
where I lived for 16 years. While there I worked as a RN at Florida Hospital while returning to
school for my MSN at the University of Central Florida. I moved to Chattanooga in 2016 to get
away from the overcrowding, heat, and craziness of Florida. I now work with the Chattanooga
Heart Institute as a nurse practitioner and part-time as an underqualified virtual learning elementary teacher (i.e. I have to try to
home school my kids). I have three children, Jameson 7 years old
(soon to be 8), Harrison 6 years old, and Allyson 3 years old (turning
4 in November) and a Pyredoodle named Bailey.
2.Who inspires you? I think everyone inspires me. Each person I
meet has such a unique story and personality that gives me a new
perspective on everything.
3. Best concert you've ever been to? U2 at Madison Square
Gardens. It was just barely a 24 hour trip to NY and an amazing
concert!
4. Favorite place in the world? Anywhere with my kids.

Ingrid Fortuna

5. Favorite book (other than bible)? There have been so
many great books , but I really love the Harry Potter series. It's especially fun now that
Jameson is reading them.

6. What are you passionate about? There is a lot that I feel strongly about. I'm not sure I
could say there is one specific thing that I am especially passionate about...that seems to
change.
7. Do you perform volunteer work? Where and why? I love to volunteer when I'm able.
Lately I have not had the time to.
8. What are you currently watching on Netflix/TV? I'm watching "The Umbrella Academy"
on Netflix.
9. Do you have a pet peeve? A big pet peeve is not finishing something I have started. I also
don't appreciate people eating with their mouths open
10. What's your secret talent? I'm not sure I even have an obvious talent let alone a secret
one.
11. What color crayon would you be & why? Purple. It's my favorite color and there are so
many different shades of it.
12. Least favorite Superhero? Deadpool. I love a good sense of humor, but his humor is too
overboard for me.
13. Are you difficult or easy to get to know? Why? Difficult. I'm actually very shy and
reserved...some people may not believe that. Once I feel comfortable, however, you can't get
me to keep quiet. Sorry friends!!

Missions & Ministries Committee Endowment Fund
The Rev. William M. Waddell Scholarship Fund
The Missions / Scholarship Committee met (via Zoom) on April 5, 2020 to review the
Scholarship Request Applications that were received from applicants within Trinity
Lutheran Church for the School year 2020. There were two requests summitted to the
committee, Ms. Sallie Rawlston and Ms. Abigail Sosebee.

After careful review, the Committee unanimously approved the Scholarship Grants to each
applicant for the upcoming school year 2020. The grants were approved based on each
individuals’ achievements academically and continued involvement in their church life at
Trinity. These grants were sent to each applicant with a congratulation letter from the
committee.
The Rev. William Waddell Scholarship Fund was developed by the Church Council to
support the Youth and Adults of Trinity Lutheran Church in their education and career
goals. This monetary support is designed to recognize outstanding leadership, scholarship,
citizenship and individual growth on the part of our youth and adults.
As we move into the 5th month of “Social Distancing” because of the Covid 19 Virus,
contributions to the Waddell Scholarship Fund have declined. It is for this reason the
Committee is asking everyone at Trinity to consider this very important Ministry.
Continued support will guarantee the ability of Trinity to sustain this vital program which
benefits the youth and young adults of our congregation in their career goals.
Respectfully:
Ed Kohl
Committee Chairman

Gifts given to the Waddell Scholarship:

Marlene Hiltunen in honor of Shawn Tracey & Kirk Bruce
Pastor Gary & Priscilla Schimmer in memory of Bob Kurz
Dan Page in memory of Joda Byous

Let us know!
The Mayflower has been called "the little ship that built America."
This November marks the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower bringing the
"Pilgrims" to Plymouth, Massachusetts. Most of the festivities planned for this
fall have now been cancelled due to the pandemic, but there's no reason we
can't celebrate the 400th here in Hixson.
Pastor John Sims and his wife Phyllis are both Mayflower descendants. David
Bergevin and Vicki McGuire can also trace their roots back to the
Mayflower. How many TLC folks are descendants? It would be interesting to
see...and perhaps by November, we can all celebrate together at a special
church event.
If you are a Mayflower descendant, please contact Pastor Sims by e-mail
(jsims99@comcast.net) or telephone. You do not have to be a certified member
of the GSMD. If you need help researching your family, Pastor Sims will be glad
to assist you.

If you have an urgent prayer request and would like to have the
members of Trinity pray for you, please call and have us start a
Prayer Chain. It begins with Vicki McGuire and moves through
many dedicated members of the congregation. This ensures
that your church is with you, supporting you, & holding you up
to God in your time of need. Vicki McGuire 423/667-8124 or
Church Office 423/870-1236.
Additionally, if you would like to be a LINK in the prayer chain list, let us know.

Many thanks to Chris Kurz who is
retiring after a number of years
coordinating Trinity's Journeying
Through Grief ministry.
We are appreciative of her willingness to make this program an asset to
Trinity's ministry..
Want to help with Trinity's grief ministry? Consider volunteering to
take over this vital program. This can be done from your home. All
materials are provided. The four grief booklets with cover letters are
mailed out over a period of several months to members following the
death of a family member. Each booklet describes the issues and feelings
that people tend to encounter at various points during their grief and
offers suggestions on how to handle them. Members who have received
the booklets have expressed their appreciation for this ministry at a
time of grief. Please let Carol Burhenn know if you are interested in
being the coordinator.

Full Corn Moon or Full Harvest Moon – September—This full Moon name is attributed to
Native Americans because it marked when corn was supposed to be harvested. Most often,
the September full Moon is actually the Harvest Moon, which is the full Moon that occurs
closest to the fall equinox.

who serve in

September

Sept 6th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Rae Logan, Kathy Moak

Gigi Penticuff

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up

Sept 13th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Debbie Greiner, Sheila Hilley, Jean Reimer

Julie Sosebee, Kim White, Fran Luker

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up

Sept 20th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Vicki McGuire, Fran Balsis, Kathy Behling

Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde, Sharon Will

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up

Sept 27th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Mary Gullickson, Marg Petersen, Patrice Sweet

Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Bobbie House

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up
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SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

EVERY Sunday
9:00 Facebook-Live
Service

EVERY Monday

EVERY Tuesday

EVERY Wed.

EVERY Thursday

EVERY Friday

1

2

3

4

SAT

5

BIBLE TIME!! @ 12

6
8:15 Vesper Service
Facebook Service
@ 9:30 am
10:30 Burhenn
ZOOM

7

13
8:15 Vesper Service
Facebook Service
@ 9:30 am
10:30 Burhenn
ZOOM

14

8

9

10

11

12

BIBLE TIME!! @ 12

15

16

17

18

19

BIBLE TIME!! @ 12

7:00 ZOOM-ology
Happy birthday!
DORIS HARSMAN
97 years old!

20
8:15 Vesper Service
Facebook Service
@ 9:30 am
10:30 Burhenn
ZOOM

21

22

23

24

25

BIBLE TIME!! @ 12

Council 6:00

27
8:15 Vesper Service
Facebook Service
@ 9:30 am
10:30 Burhenn
ZOOM

28

29

TLC—Trinity Learning Center

30

LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee

26

Copies of the full, council minutes are available to the congregation
upon request and are kept in the church office.

Your 2020 Council Members & Staff are:

Gary Hart, President; Ingrid Fortuna,

VP; Mary Jenkins, Secretary; Beth Painter, Treas.
Kathy Behling, Allen Cain, Judy DiStasio, Kolleda Hebert, Janet Hope, Mary Jenkins, Dean
Lanternier, Jeff McGuire, Gloria Rawlston, Dick Reimer, Freia Stephens
Staff: Pastor Anderson, Pastor Combs, Carol Burhenn, Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, Jim Faller, &
Vicki McGuire

Treasurer's Report
July 2020 Financial Report
TLC monthly budget is $32,082; $14,972 was received. There was an additional $2,250 withdrawn for TLC
Endowment funds to fund 2nd pastor and $2,590 given to dedicated accounts (ie Neighbors in Need,
Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, Memorials etc) . Year to date receipts were $204,486 with an
additional $17,661 was given to dedicated accounts.
Monthly loss (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for July is $10,650.18. YTD gain is $14,732.60.
Monthly receipts of $1,407 were received for capital campaign pledges. Year to date capital campaign
receipts were $25,318. There were no gifts given to the modernization project.
Amount owed on Modernization LOC as of
8/25/20 is $21,437.09. TLC received
$41,000 from PPP thru the Cares Act to
offset payroll and utilities May & June. As
of July 31st all of these funds have been
accessed.

A full set of Financial Statements
are available upon request, or are
available in the 2019 Annual
Report outside of the office.

If you have an announcement you would like in
the bulletin, newsletter, or on the Trinity Website,
please fill out an announcement form OR E-mail the office.

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is:

September 21st

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an
appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.

Pastor Anderson will be in the office
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 - 1:30,
and by appointment.
Pastor Combs will be in the office
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 1:30,
and by appointment.
If you missed church on Sunday,
Sermon videos are now available
on our Website and Facebook!

Welcoming people to Christ for over 60 years...
8:15 Outdoor Vesper Service
9:30 Facebook Live @ Trinity Lutheran—Worship Central

Pastor Stanley Combs
E-mail: revstan@comcast.net Phone: 717-578-6851

Pastor Elise Anderson
E-mail: pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com Phone: 803-730-2466
Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant
E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com Text: 423-834-4337
Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master
music@lutherantrinity.com
Carol Burhenn—Care Coordinator
E-mail: caburnenn@gmail.com
Phone: 423-886-4167
Congregational Council
council@lutherantrinity.com

Visit our website at
www.chattanoogalutheran.org

~ Through the Love of Christ ~
We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of
Christians sharing in God’s love with one another,
the Chattanooga area, & the world.

