
 When I was living in South Africa, I attended many, many church services. The 
services lasted anywhere from two to six hours long, and shockingly the longest part of the 
service was offering! Now, I may have told this story before but it’s one of my favorites and 
bears repeating! I was at my first church service, in country and when the time came for 
offering in the service the pastor would place bowls or baskets at the front of the church and 
announce what each “pot” was going towards. For the next hour or so the entire 
congregation would sing and dance and line up to put their offering in the different pots. I 
made the mistake of putting all the coins I brought in one pot on my first go around! As we 
were encouraged to continue to go around and around people would sneak me coins so that I 
had more to place in the offering pots. I also started to notice that the members who were 
better off would be passing money to those in the congregation less fortunate so that they 
would have just as much to place in the different pots. There was no set time for this portion 
of the service it just went on until everyone sat down! As a Lutheran from America, where 
offering only lasts about one choir anthem, this was a bit of a culture shock. Over the course 
of my year there this part of the service became my favorite thing, even when it lasted two 
hours at the Easter service.  
 

 Paul writes to the Corinthians, “But as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in all earnestness, and in our love for you – see that you excel in this act of grace 
also.” (2 Corinthians 8:7) In the context of this letter Paul is telling the Corinthians about the 
generosity of the church from Macedonia and how they gave joyously to the church despite 
their own financial difficulties. The “act of grace” that he refers to in the above verse is the 
act of giving to the church.  
 

 On October 3rd, we are having our stewardship event for the year and you will receive 
a packet that not only lets you know the spending habits of the church but also what the 
different ministries are that come out of our church community. And this is not just about 
money (even though it is an important aspect of keeping our church going) but this is also 
about what lifts up your faith, and what kind of service fills you up and helps you express your 
love of God and God’s people. You’ll see in the packet that there is a “Time and Talents” 
sheet, this is for you to fill out to let us know what kinds of things you’d like to get involved in 
here at Trinity! We welcome service of any kind and are so grateful for all of you and 
everything that you bring to our faith family.  
 

Blessings! 

Pr. Elise 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
5001 Hixson Pike 
Hixson, TN  37343 

chattanoogalutheran.org 

423/870-1236 
fax:   423/486-9057 

Glad Tidings for Trinity 



  

(Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 
 
Tentative Monthly Schedule: 
10:00  Study with Herb Burhenn 
11:30  Lunch—$8 
11:00  Reformation Bingo! 
 

October OWL Birthdays 
7 – Marg Petersen 
9 – Herb Burhenn 
19 – Kathy Behling 
28 – Susan Kroft 
 
Oct. OWL Anniversaries 
Fran & Bill Balsis 10-5-74 
Gene & Barb Haar 10-13-72 
Wayne & Marg Petersen 10-21-95 
Greg & Janet Keith 10-22-88 

 
 
 
BINGO!  BINGO! BINGO! 
We are inviting any and all 
Bingo lovers to join us 
for Reformation Bingo on 
Tuesday, October 5th.  Come 
test your knowledge of Martin 
Luther and the Reformation. 
 
Unfortunately we will not be 
serving lunch again this 
month. 
 
November is movie month.   
Stay tuned! 
 
Please be aware that our plans 
may change as we wend our 
way through this pandemic.   

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

For information or if you would 
like to make a lunch reservation, 
please call David or Susan Kroft  
at 512-773-0383 or 0384. 

 
Thanks to everyone who have 
been supportive in helping our 
group continue to be able to 
socialize each month, even on 
a limited basis. 

Our ONLINE CALENDAR  

and ONLINE MEMBER DIRECTORY  

can be found on our website @ chattanoogalutheran.org. 

 

No need to find your newsletter  

or carry around the bulky pages of member addresses.   

Simply go to our website. 

 

The CALENDAR is located on the CALENDAR page. 

The DIRECTORY can be found on the LINKS WE LIKE page. 
Please e-mail or call the office for the DIRECTORY CODE.  It only needs to be entered once. 

Freia Stephens     10-5 

Margery Petersen  10-7 

Herb Burhenn     10-9 

Andrew Karpinko  10-10 

Alice Barnett     10-13 

Ike Jackson  10-1 

Elise Anderson 10-3 

Kitty Hilliard 10-4 

Shanna Veale 10-4 

Mary K Schuldt 10-5 

David Hackathorne  10-17 

Kathy Behling     10-19 

Susan Kroft     10-28 

Madalyn Coffelt     10-29 

Danielle Ekstrum  10-29 



“Pastor, would you provide a letter to a family 
wanting to ‘opt-out’ their children from wearing 
masks in school, stating that their religion allows 
for them to make this choice for their family?” 

    No, I could not do this and I would not do it. 
    This request may actually be a serious concern for this family and I would want to discuss it 
thoroughly with the person doing the asking. Covid is a serious and dangerous virus bringing death 
to too many people to take it lightly. At this point in time it seems clear to me that everyone needs 
to be willing to accept some inconvenience, such as wearing a mask, maintaining social distance and 
hand washing, which, by the way, all help protect us from other serious sickness or disease. 
     I also have other reasons for not providing a letter. I know of no authority provided to me as a 
Lutheran Pastor in the ELCA to allow me to write such a letter. Our church, as far as I can determine, 
would generally discourage the writing of such a letter. 
    I, again personally, feel that people need to take every step possible and reasonable to protect 
their neighbor, as well as themselves. And I believe firmly that this is exactly what the Scriptures are 
trying to teach us. My fear is that the longer people refuse vaccination, masking, and hand-washing, 
gives greater opportunity to the virus to mutate into a Covid version that this vaccine does not 
protect people from, and then we will be fighting both. My limited knowledge of science and virus’ 
reminds me that this is a real risk. The quicker we can reach ‘herd-immunity’ the quicker we return 
to normalcy. 
    Did Jesus face anything like this?  The New Testament doesn’t mention anything, but we do know 
that death and disease were common then. But then Jesus was not offering us an “Idiot’s Guide to 
Living in the Real World”.  Jesus was making every effort to bring the light of God’s grace and 
salvation into a movement that would spread around the world. Every Gospel action begins from 
the spark of grace in a single person. 
    Isn’t it amazing that a Covid virus brings quicker effect upon more people than God’s 
Grace?  Covid for breathless death-Grace for glorious life. Remember though, our spirit has no 
control over the Covid virus, free will, free choice doesn’t control Covid, but free will, choice, does 
for the most part control salvation. I’m not saying that God has no control over this virus, because 
we know He has ultimate control over all life. Why then does Covid kill us? This is like asking, ‘why 
do we die’?  It is a good question that only God can answer. I believe that God only wants us to have 
full and satisfying grace filled lives and that our failures, sins, move us away from the fullness of His 
Glory. And yet He claims us as His own. 
  
Pastor Clay Seneker 

New Addresses:  (please note in your 

directory for future use: 

 

Gene & Cookie Herrin 

2760 Northpoint Blvd #334 

Hixson TN  37343 

 

 

 

 

Jeff & Vicki McGuire 

6500 Hixson Pike #240 

Hixson TN 37343 



PV2 Barrett Brown - Iowa Nat'l Guard—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

T/Sgt. Dillon O. Cole, Marines, son of James M. Cole and Grandson of Jim  

Airman Nicholas A. Cyr, USAF—grandson of Art & Ginny Minninger  

Pfc Owen Dobbins , Army—Great-nephew of Mary Jen-

kins 

John Matthew Gray, Master Chief Petty Officer John 

Gray, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

Matthew K. Lynch, USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol 

Bell        

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

Tonya Morgan Le & husband Viet Le, Army & Air Force—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn 

Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Shawn & Mark (Marlene Hiltunen)  
Katy Allison 
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis) 
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel) 
Scott Baily (Fran Balsis) 
Alice Barnett 
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart) 
Bill Balsis 
Bonnie Bean (James Craig) 
Theresa Bowman 
Robert Burns (Carol Hayde) 
Martha Caldwell 
Gene & Laura Cline 
Kathleen & Jamie Craven (Fran 
Balsis) 
Joyce Davis 
Tommy Dixon (Dale Elmblade)  

Linda Draeger 
Betsy Fryar (Julie Sosebee) 
Paul & Phyllis Giesel (David Giesel) 
Barbara Haar 
Doris Harsman 
Gary Hayde 
June Hoover  (Fran Balsis) 
Rebecca Krause 
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will) 
Joshua Lewis (Laura Dahlke) 
Sandy Maddox (Joyce Davis) 
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis) 
Britt McPherson  
David Miller (Dale Elmblade) 
Art Minninger 
Barbara Montgomery 
Elfie Owen  

Michael Pell (Joyce Davis) 
Gigi Penticuff 
Laura Peucker 
Apryl Reno (Carol Bell) 
Elaine Schoeller (Anne Cain) 
Ida Seneker 
Karen Smith 
Leon & Pat Stonecipher (Joyce 
Davis) 
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family) 
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell) 
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)  
Eleonore Williams 
 
Please, update the office. 



Homeless Food Box Needs 
 

Food:  6 packs of crackers, assorted flavors 
 Canned/ packaged meat 
 Cans of fruits and veggies (pop tops) 
 Soup (pop tops) 
 Ramen noodles 
 Peanut Butter 
 Jelly  
 Loaves of bread (week by week/ bought with 
 donation money) 
 Pretzels 
 Cookies 
 Chips 
 Granola bars 
 Camping meals/ MREs 
 Instant coffee/ tea/ hot chocolate 
 Gatorade powder 
 Candy bars 
 Dried fruit 
Supplies: 
 Tarps 
 Blankets/ sleeping bags 
 Can openers 
 Utensils/ plates/ bowls/ cups (reusable is best) 
 Socks 
 Feminine products   Hand warmers 
 Travel size  : Shampoo   Toilet paper 
 Conditioner    Garbage bags 
 Brushes    Dog food 
 Lotion     Baby wipes 
 Soap/ body wash   Laundry detergent 
 Toothpaste/ mouth wash  Toothbrushes  
 Winter hats, gloves, scarves 

           



Social Missions Update! 

Many city-wide programs have been changing how they serve our community and the food 

voucher program through the Chattanooga Food Bank is one of them. The biggest change is 

that they have decided not to hand out vouchers at churches anymore but to do so at the 

food bank. This change started as a COVID precaution, but it seems like this change will 

continue.  

Trinity has been supporting those food vouchers over the last year and a half (we even 

increased the amount we sponsored by 100%!) and will continue to sponsor food vouchers 

for people to use at the food bank.  

FOOD PANTRY 

Our food pantry has been an important part of our voucher 

program for years. It has been a great way to provide those in 

need with a box of food to tide them over in times of 

emergency. With our food voucher program changing to being 

donation based we had to decide what to do with our pantry.  

We will continue stocking our pantry to serve those who come 

to our doors in need of food, but we will also start taking the 

food directly to those in need! Pastor Elise will start taking volunteers out on Wednesdays to 

distribute food boxes to the homeless of our city. We’ll be calling this ministry “Food Box 

Wednesdays”! This will change what kinds of items we collect from month to month as well. 

We will put a list together and publish it in the announcements as well as share a link to an 

amazon wish list on our Facebook pages.  

If you are interested in helping with social missions’ projects, including Food Box Wednesday 

please contact Pastor Elise @803-730-2466 or email her at pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com. 

She will be serving as the interim head of social missions while we restructure and rebuild 

our mission and interaction with our community! New ideas and volunteers are welcomed 

and encouraged! 

mailto:pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com


Game night is back!   

We’ll be bringing back game night and we’ll be outside!   

Bring yard games  and your dinner if you want!   

The church will provide drinks and supplies for s’mores!   

Well start up at 6:30,  looking forward to it!  -Pr Elise 

Sack Supper Saints will be on hiatus until 

January.  After that, SSS will continue to meet 

on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the month.  

Gifts in memory of Nancy Gubish… 

 

Lori Weisner & Linda Dalzell 

Kolleda Hebert 

Kitty Hilliard 

Dean & Cathy Muncy 

Pam & Marty Smith 

 





Those  who serve in October 

USHERS     

October 3rd 8:15 11:15 

Altar Guild     

Asst. Minister  Kathy Behling   

Lector  Kathy Behling  Janet Hope 

Greeters    Jeff & Vicki McGuire 

Counters     

October 10th 8:15 11:15 

Altar Guild     

Asst. Minister Mary Jenkins   Alan Crews 

Lector Herb Burhenn  Alan Crews 

Greeters     

Counters     

October 17th 8:15 11:15 

Altar Guild     

Asst. Minister Shula Yelliott   Gary Hart 

Lector  Shula Yelliott  Gary Hart 

Greeters     

Counters     

October 24th 8:15 11:15 

Altar Guild     

Asst. Minister     

Lector    Janet Hope 

Greeters     

Counters     

October 31st 8:15 11:15 

Altar Guild     

Asst. Minister  Herb Burhenn  Alan Crews 

Lector  Herb Burhenn  Alan Crews 

Greeters     

Counters     



TLC—Trinity Learning Center                    LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee 
OWLS—Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors BMRG—Building, Maintenance, Renovations, Grounds 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
EVERY Sunday  
 
8:15 Service 
9:30 Contemporary 
Service  
10:30 Bible Study 
10:30 Handbells 
11:15 Service 
 
 

EVERY Monday 
 
  
  
  

EVERY Tuesday 
  
6:00 Scouts  
  
  

EVERY Wed. 
5:30 Choir Practice 
 
Food Box  
Wednesdays 
 

EVERY Thursday 
 
 
  
  
  
  

EVERY Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 

EVERY Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2 
 

3 
 
12:15 Evangelism 
12:30 Confirmation 
Retreat 

 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 SS Saints  

5 
 
 
10:30 OWLS 
 
 

6 
 

7 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 
10:00 Knitters 
 
12:00 Ladies Lunch 
Out —RAIN 
 
 

10 

 
11 12 

 
13 
 

14 
 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
6:00 Exec  
Committee 
7:00 Finance 
 

15 
 

16      Boss’ Day 

17 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 SS Saints  
 
 

19 20 
 

21 
 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 
10:00 Knitters 
 
 

24 
 
 
2:00 German Club 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
 
6:00 Rose Society 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Family Game 
Night - outside 

30 
 

31      Reformation    
Day! 

 
 

 

      



Copies of the full, council minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in the church office.  

 

Your 2021 Council Members  & Staff are:   

Gloria Rawlston, President    Ingrid Fortuna, VP  Jessica Hackathorne, Secretary 

Beth Painter, Treasurer, Allen Cain, Cathy Dahlman, Gary Hart, Molly Iles, Dean Lanternier, Dennis Luker, 

Danielle Nichols, Vicki McGuire  Staff: Pastor Anderson, Pastor Combs, Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, & 

Jim Faller 

Committee Liaisons: 

Stewardship: Allen Cain    Finance: Molly Iles 

BMRG: Dean Lanternier    Hospitality: Dennis Luker 

Children and Youth: Gary Hart   LRPC: Gloria Rawlston 

Columbarium: Cathy Dahlman   Social Missions: Pastor Elise 

Endowment/Waddell Scholarship: Ingrid Fortuna Worship and Music: Danielle Nichols 

Evangelism: Vicki McGuire 

 

Treasurer's Report 
 
August 2021 Financial Report 
TLC monthly budget is $28,089; $35,935  
was received.  $1,388 was given to 
dedicated accounts (ie Neighbors in 
Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth 
Fundraisers, Memorials etc) . Year to 
date receipts were $243,665 with an 
additional $24,573 was given to 
dedicated accounts. 
 
Monthly gain (General Fund Income less 
Ordinary Expenses) for August is $1.742.  
YTD gain is $17,541. 
 
Monthly receipts of $415 were received 
for capital campaign pledges. Year to 
date capital campaign receipts were 
$3,335.   There were no gifts given to the 
modernization project. The amount owed 
on the LOC was paid in full December 
31, 2020. 
 
 

A full set of Financial Statements are 
available upon request, or are 

available in the 2020 Annual Report 
outside of the office. 

If you have an announcement you would like in  
the bulletin, newsletter, or on the Trinity Website,  

please fill out an announcement form OR E-mail the office.   

 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is:  

October 25th 

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,  
Monday through Thursday.  

If you need to come in at another time, you may make an  

appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.  

 
 
 

Pastor Anderson will be in the office  

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and any other time by appointment. 

 

Pastor Combs will be in the office  

Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and any other time by appointment. 

 

If you missed church on Sunday,  

Sermon videos are now available  

on our Website and Facebook! 



Welcoming people to Christ  for over 60 years... 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs 
E-mail: revstan@comcast.net  Phone: 717-578-6851 

Pastor Elise Anderson 
E-mail: pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com   Phone: 803-730-2466 

 

Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com   Text:  423-834-4337 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Congregational Council 

council@lutherantrinity.com 

 
 

8:15 Traditional Service w/ Communion                                    

& Facebook Live @ Trinity Lutheran—Worship Central 

9:30 Contemporary Service (Gym) w/Communion 

11:15 Traditional Service w/ Communion 

~ Through the Love of Christ ~ 
We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of 

Christians sharing in God’s love with one another,  
the Chattanooga area, & the world. 

 
 


