
Glad Tidings for Trinity 

 
“MARTIN LUTHER ON THE PLAGUE” 

Dear Friends, 
 
On October 25th we will once again do what we do every October and this is to commemorate The 
Reformation of the Church. Since we find ourselves in a pandemic, I thought you might be interested to 
know that Martin Luther also endured a pandemic.  
 

In August of 1527 the “Black Plague” struck Luther’s city of Wittenberg. Luther’s prince, John, ordered the 
University closed. (Sound familiar?) He also ordered the faculty to relocate. Luther, however, refused and 
preferred to remain in the city and minister to those in need. Katie, who was pregnant at the time, also 
remained to help. Eventually, Luther House, previously a monastery, became a temporary hospital.  

 

Luther, like many of his contemporaries, saw the plague as part of God’s judgement and punishment. The 
Catholics blamed the Protestants for the plague and the Protestants claimed it was because of the Catholics 
that this judgement had befallen Europe.  
 

Luther also believed the plague was caused by a demon breathing and spreading poison air. In a pre-science 
era I suspect that a disease that spread invisibly through the air might seem to be caused by a demon.  

 

Interestingly enough, at the behest of another pastor, Luther wrote a treatise entitled, “Whether One May 
Flee from a Deadly Plague.” Essentially, Luther thought that one could flee a plague unless they had 
responsibilities to care for others – such as clergy, government officials and those looking after family 
members. He even noted that if a community had enough clergy and officials to cover the community that 
even some them could leave. Luther also suggested that there were times when one should flee death if it be 
God’s will. He writes, “Examples in Holy Scripture abundantly prove that to flee from death is not wrong in 
itself. Abraham was a great saint but he feared death and escaped it by pretending that his wife, Sarah, was 
his sister. Because he did so without neglecting or adversely affecting his neighbor, it was not counted as a 
sin against him. His son, Isaac, did likewise. Jacob also fled from his brother Esau to avoid death at his 
hands. Likewise, David fled from Saul, and from Absalom.”   
 

Luther also wants us to know that we should not allow our fear to keep us from providing help and care to 
our neighbors. But just as there are those who allow fear to grip them, there are also those, Luther notes, 
who make too light of the situation. He writes, 
 

They are much too rash and reckless, tempting God and disregarding everything which might counteract 
death and the plague. They disdain the use of medicines; they do not avoid places and persons infected by 

the plague, but lightheartedly make sport of it and wish to prove how 
independent they are. They say that it is God’s punishment; if he wants to 
protect them he can do so without medicines or our carefulness. This is not 
trusting God but tempting him. God has created medicines and provided us 
with intelligence to guard and take good care of the body so that we can live 
in good health. 
 

If one makes no use of intelligence or medicine when he could do so without 
detriment to his neighbor, such a person injures his body and must beware  
lest he become a suicide in God’s eyes. By the same reasoning a person 
might forego eating and drinking, clothing and shelter, and boldly proclaim 
his faith that if God wanted to preserve him from starvation and cold, he  
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October OWL Birthdays 
3 – Fred Weinhold 
9 – Herb Burhenn 
19 – Kathy Behling 
28 – Susan Kroft 
 

October OWL Anniversaries 
Fran & Bill Balsis   

October 5, 1974 
Gene & Barb Haar 

October 13, 1972 
Fred & Barb Weinhold 

October 20, 1962 

 
 
 

The OWLS Bible Study 
will meet again Tuesday, 
October 6, at 10:00 am  
on ZOOM.  We shall begin a 
study of St. Paul's writings.   
Contact Herb Burhenn 
(886-4167 or Herbert-
Burhenn@utc.edu) if you 
would like to be added to 
the invitation list.   
The log-in information also 
appears on the Trinity 
website.  

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

For information or if you 
would like to make a lunch 
reservation, please call  
David or Susan Kroft  
at 512-773-0383 or  
512-773-0384. 

Alice Barnett 10/13 

David Hackathorne 10/17 

Brent Dabbs 10/18 

Kathy Behling 10/19 

Mary Kay Mason 10/20 

Crystal Dabbs 10/21 

Idgie Threadgood 10/22 

Kathy Moak 10/26 

Susan Kroft   10/28 

Madalyn Coffelt 10/29 

Danielle Ekstrum 10/29 

 
 

will now begin at 10:30 am on ZOOM to accommodate the change in Trinity's worship 
schedule.  We are continuing our study of Genesis.   

Please contact Herb (Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu or 886-4167) to receive an invitation.   
The log-in information also appears on the Trinity website.  

Austin Jackson 10/1 

Don Moak  10/1 

Pr Elise Anderson 10/3 

Fred Weinhold 10/3 

Kitty Hilliard 10/4 

Shanna Veale 10/4 

Mary K Schuldt 10/5 

Freia Stephens 10/5 

Richard Jones 10/7 

Marg Petersen 10/7 

Herbert Burhenn 10/9 

Andrew Karpinko 10/10 

 CHANGE OF  
ADDRESS 

 

Mary Blackburn 
Elmcroft 

7127 Lee Highway 
Chattanooga TN  37421 

423.322.6760 

Doris Harsman would like to 

send a big THANK YOU to 

everyone who visited on her 

birthday or communicated in 

some way.  She said it made her 

day and helped her feel better. 



 

 

 

What are you thinking about? 

     As we struggle with all the issues of present day life we can not but want something better for 
our children, grandchildren, and our worldly neighbors. We all wish for better lives.  Some turn to 
drugs, some turn to more literal religious views, some turn to political extremes, some seek to 
blame others, all to isolate themselves from looking inward at the sin within.  

    Is the Christian immune?  Can an actual healing “vaccine” be found? 

    St. Paul offers sound guidance as we stumble forward on this journey into the future.  He attempts 
to move people forward toward greater clarity of thought.  Remember Paul was engaged in a life 
and death struggle to maintain the religious view of the past with its struggle over God, and who 
were the people of God, and with how one becomes righteous.  Paul knows that the righteous are 
those God deems righteous.  He knows that the Israelite law does not determine righteousness as 
far as God is concerned.  Paul knows that the Christian is “free from the law” and that in Christ the 
law is fulfilled.  This fulfillment is not by compliance of the law but by life “in Christ” and “in love.” 

    Paul reminds us that people who through faith live a life in keeping with the “new future” that 
come through Jesus Christ, Opens the doors to the eternal blessing that God offers us.  But this is 
the point of division between Paul and many religious groups today. Too many, some Lutherans 
included, want to present a whole new list of commandments, along with the biblical ten, that must 
first be adhered to before accepting the mantle of being seen by God as righteous.  Actually, I 
believe all of us struggle with this. 

    And St. Paul himself acknowledges this.  He says that Christian believers live in an in-between 
time, the time of the human struggle with sin and the future time of new life in Christ.  Paul doesn’t 
say it, but I believe we can describe this in-between time again as a journey, with all its ups and 
downs, all its failures and struggles, with all its moments of love and generosity toward others. 

    You and I will find ourselves closer to Christ in those moments of love and self giving, of thinking 
more about neighbor than ourselves. 

 Pastor Clay Seneker 

Why do faithful people suffer? Job wanted to know and sought an 
answer from God. Pastor Stan will begin an 8-part Bible Study on the 
Book of Job. The same Bible Study will be offered twice each week – 
Wednesdays at 6:30 pm and Thursdays at 11:00 am. Each class is 
limited to the first 9 people who sign up online or by calling the church 
office. When weather is permitting, we will consider gathering 
outdoors. Please bring your own Bible, chair, and mask for each 
session. Social distancing will be practiced. Wednesday sessions will be 
September 30, October 7, 14 ,21, 28, November 4, 11 & 18. Thursday 
sessions will be October 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, November 5, 12, and 19. 



Katy Allison 
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis) 
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel) 
Scott Baily (Fran Balsis) 
Alice Barnett 
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart) 
Bill Balsis 
Bonnie Bean (James Craig) 
Theresa Bowman 
Josie Boyd 
Doug & Jan Buck 
Sandy Buelow 
Martha Caldwell 
Gene & Laura Cline 
Lorna Conard (Pat Conard) 
Jamie Craven (Fran Balsis) 
Joyce Davis 

Linda Draeger 
Ernie Engel (former member) 
Betsy Fryar (Julie Sosebee) 
Paul & Phyllis Giesel (David Giesel) 
Barbara Haar 
Doris Harsman 
Gary Hayde 
June Hoover  (Fran Balsis) 
MaryAnn Jackson 
Rebecca Krause 
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will) 
Larry Lee (Penticuff family) 
Mary Manning (Cree Giesel) 
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis) 
Britt McPherson  
Art Minninger 
Barbara Montgomery 

Simon Moss (Nichols family) 
Elfie Owen  
Apryl Reno (Carol Bell) 
Elaine Schoeller (Anne Cain) 
Ida Seneker 
Karen Smith 
Pat Stonecipher (Joyce Davis) 
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family) 
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell) 
Ruth Treadway (Combs) 
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)  
Keyara White (David Combs) 
Kim White 
Eleonore Williams 
 
Please, regularly update the office. 

John Matthew Gray, Master Chief Petty Officer John Gray, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell 

Matthew K. Lynch, USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

PV2 Barrett Brown - Iowa Nat'l Guard—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

T/Sgt. Dillon O. Cole, Marines, son of James M. Cole and Grandson of Jim  

Tonya Josephine Morgan , Army—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn 

TLC Caregivers would like to begin meeting again  
the 1st Monday in October @ 6 pm 

If you are responsible or partly responsible for the care of another person (not children, unless they 
are disabled), TLC Caregivers might be what you are looking for to help answer questions and 
share experiences with others who are in similar positions.  In general, being a caregiver means that 
you are assisting another person with one or more of the following:  activities of daily living such as 
bathing, dressing and other personal care; financial matters; medication and other health care; 
household assistance; and care of property.  We also welcome anyone who has recently lost a loved 
for whom they were providing care; their insights will be of great value to the group.   

 

Caregivers meetings are facilitated by Carol Burhenn and Janet Hope.  If you are interested in 
joining (or rejoining) our group or have any questions, please call Carol at 423-886-4167 or email her 
at caburhenn@gmail.com).  Janet may be reached at 423-637-4529 or Jhope@csbsju.edu. 

mailto:caburhenn@gmail.com
mailto:Jhope@csbsju.edu


1.Tell a little about you and your life.   I am a lifelong Lutheran being born into a family of Lutheran 
Pastors. My Grandfather was a Lutheran Minister who served as a Chaplain during World War II. My 
father was a Lutheran Minister who still preaches regularly. I did not set out to marry a Lutheran 
minister but God had other plans. Stan and I have been married for 35 years and have two children and 
one grandchild. Stan and I have shared different ministries with our careers. I have had many different 
titles as a nurse over the last 35 years. I worked in four different hospitals on the medical surgical and 
oncology floors. When my children went to school, I went back to school and received a Master's in 
Nursing along with a School Nurse Certification and Nursing Education Post Master's Certification. I 
worked in Home Care and in a Special Needs School before coming to Chattanooga. I currently work 
in a hospital with children with behavior health concerns. Stan and I enjoy the Chattanooga area and 
hope the corona virus is soon contained and we can get back to 
enjoying activities with friends and going out to eat. 

2.Who inspires you?   My Dad is an inspiration to me with how 
he deals with struggles throughout life. Some of my fondest 
memories are of my two sisters, brother and I discussing and 
criticizing his sermons during lunch after church on Sundays. 
On Sunday September 9, he preached at my brother's church in 
Pennsylvania about forgiveness. Two quotes that have stayed 
with me are, "Forgiveness is letting go of the hope that the past 
can be changed" and "Forgiveness does not change the past but 
does enlarge and give life to the future."  

3. Favorite book (other than bible)?  My two favorite books 
are Dune by Frank Herbert and The Stand by Stephen King.  

4. What are you passionate about?  Caring - Being with 
others to support them on their life journey.  

5. Do you perform volunteer work? Where and why?  During 
COVID it has been difficult to volunteer. I have been helping at 
church by recording the video during church services. One of my most memorable volunteering 
opportunities was driving a big van and trailer to Mexico to help build a house for a family with a 
group from our church in Pennsylvania. I volunteered by helping to care for the workers because I was 
still recovering from giving my left kidney to a church member.  

6. Least favorite Superhero?  Homelander from the Boys which I am currently watching on Amazon 
Prime. Homelander is an arrogant and narcissistic super hero who cares about no one else.  

7.  Are you difficult or easy to get to know?  Why?  I was very shy growing up and still have trouble 
talking to people I don't know. Once I get to know someone, I often don’t stop talking. I am an 
extravert in the sense that I process outside my head and sometimes what I say is not what I truly 
think but part of the process of exploring my emotions and thoughts.  

Susan K Combs 



Have you been missing camp this summer? Ready for some camp songs 
around the fire and some chats about Jesus? Join Pastor Elise on September 
25th at 6:30pm for the first of many Trinity campfires! We will gather in our 
outdoor worship space (by the playground). Please bring your own chair and 
mask. If you would like to roast s'mores or a picnic dinner you are welcome 
to but you'll need to bring your own materials so that we aren't spreading 
germs around. We will have a campfire the 2nd and 4th Fridays of the 
month for the rest of the fall!  

Pastor Elise will be leading a Bible Study based on the upcoming 
lectionary starting on Monday September 28th. There will be a class 
on Mondays at 11am and Tuesdays at 6:30pm. Both classes will cover 
the same material! We will meet outside so make sure to bring a 
chair, your mask, and your Bible. If the weather turns bad we will 
move to the gym. There are 9 spaces per class so please call the office 
for a spot or sign up online.  

ONLINE SERVICE will be broadcast from the Trinity Lutheran – Worship 
Central Facebook Page.  A LINK to the group is on the front page of our website.  
 
In-person, outdoor service will be at 8:15 am. 
Service will NOW be held at 9:30 am on Facebook Live.   
Burhenn calls is at 10:30 on ZOOM. 
 
Learning new technology can be intimidating, we know.   
That is why we do everything we can to keep 
Chattanoogalutheran.org up to date with everything you 
need in one place. 

• Staff contact information (on About Us Page) 

• Contact form to send in requests/needs/issues 

• Video of last week’s service 

• Printable bulletins for weekly services 

• Bible Study Sign-up 

• Current newsletters 

• Link to our Online Directory (to keep in contact with 
friends) 

• Church calendar (things are picking up!) 

• Everything we need to keep us connected. 

 



Communion Bread 

Making and sharing Communion Bread can be a meaningful experience for individuals and families.  

The type of bread used by Jesus at the Last Supper is not known for certain.  Some Christians use 

ordinary leavened (yeast used) bread while others choose to use unleavened (no yeast used) 

bread.  The use of unleavened bread is thought of as being related to the Passover when in their haste 

to leave Egypt, the Israelites could not let their bread rise and so they made unleavened bread to take 

with them.  To commemorate this, Jews do not eat leavened bread during Passover. 

Unleavened Bread for Communion 

Preheat the oven to 425 degrees.  Line the baking sheet with parchment paper.   

Ingredients 

     1 cup flour 

     1/4 cup olive or vegetable oil 

     1/8 tsp. salt 

     1/3 cup milk or water 

Mix the flour, oil and salt together then mix in the milk/water. Mix thoroughly then form into a ball. 

Pinch off small amounts of the dough and roll into small balls.  Place balls on the baking sheet 

then  press down with your hand to form disks. Dough should be the thickness of thin pie dough. 

You can also form the dough into a ball then roll out onto a lightly floured surface to about 1/4" 

thickness..  Cut out wafers using a small biscuit cutter or cut into small squares.  

You can use a dull knife or fork prongs to make a cross mark on the top of each wafer.   

Bake for about 6 - 8 minutes.. These bake quickly so watch that they don't brown. 

These freeze well. 



     Gifts given to in memory of Linda Peucker:  Pete & Patty Dearing 
 

    Gifts given to in memory of Steve Mason: 
         Ed & Mary Ann Shuey  Sam & Carol Wilburn 
         Fred & Anne Burkhalter       Fred & Barbara Weinhold 
         Len & Mary Gullickson  (AG)      Mary Carlson-Waddell (WS) 
         Leitner, Williams…. Marilyn Lokey Dean & Cathy Muncy 
         Art & Ginny Mininger (NIN) Ray & Beth Painter 
         Jeff & Vicki McGuire Kitty Hilliard  Pastor & Phyllis Sims 
         Rev & Ida Seneker Catherine May Janet Hope 
          Ellen McCollum  Fred & Kim Hencke The Monk Family 
 

    Gifts given to in memory of Bob Kurz:    Len & Mary Gullickson Jeff & Vicki McGuire 

Let us know! 

The Mayflower has been called "the little ship that built America."   

This November marks the 400th anniversary of the Mayflower bringing the 
"Pilgrims" to Plymouth, Massachusetts.  Most of the festivities planned for this fall 
have now been cancelled due to the pandemic, but there's no reason we can't 
celebrate the 400th here in Hixson. 
 
Pastor John Sims and his wife Phyllis are both Mayflower descendants.  David Bergevin and Vicki McGuire 
can also trace their roots back to the Mayflower.  How many TLC folks are descendants?  It would be 
interesting to see...and perhaps by November, we can all celebrate together at a special church event. 
 
If you are a Mayflower descendant, please contact Pastor Sims by e-mail (jsims99@comcast.net) or 
telephone.  You do not have to be a certified member of the GSMD.  If you need help researching your 
family, Pastor Sims will be glad to assist you.  

 



Those  who serve in October 

Ushers      

October 4th  8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Rae Logan, Kathy Moak Gigi Penticuff 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     

October 11th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Debbie Greiner, Sheila Hilley, Jean Reimer Julie Sosebee, Kim White, Fran Luker 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     

October 18th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Vicki McGuire, Fran Balsis, Kathy Behling Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde, Sharon Will 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters   

October 25th 8:30 11:00  

Altar Guild Mary Gullickson, Marg Petersen, Patrice Sweet Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Bobbie House 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     



TLC—Trinity Learning Center                    LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee 
OWLS—Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors BMRG—Building, Maintenance, Renovations, Grounds 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
EVERY Sunday  
 
8:15 Outdoor  
Service 
9:30 Facebook-Live 
Service  
10:30 Bible Study 
  
4:00 Prayers 

EVERY Monday 
 
11:00 Bible Study 
4:00 Prayers 
6:00 Sack Supper 
Saints 

  
  
  

EVERY Tuesday 
  
4:00 Prayers 
6:30 Bible Study 
6:30 Scouts 
(outside) 
  
  

EVERY Wed. 
 
4:00 Prayers 
6:30 Bible Study 
 

EVERY Thursday 
 
11:00 Bible Study  
 4:00 Prayers 
 
  
  
  
  

EVERY Friday 
 
4:00 Prayers 
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31 Reformation Day 

1517 the 
Halloween that 

changed the 
WORLD 



Copies of the full, council minutes are available to the congregation  
upon request and are kept in the church office. 

 

Your 2020 Council Members  & Staff are:  Gary Hart, President; Ingrid Fortuna, 
VP; Mary Jenkins, Secretary; Beth Painter, Treas.   
Kathy Behling, Allen Cain, Judy DiStasio, Kolleda Hebert, Janet Hope, Mary Jenkins, Dean 
Lanternier, Jeff McGuire, Gloria Rawlston, Dick Reimer, Freia Stephens   
Staff: Pastor Anderson, Pastor Combs, Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, Jim Faller, & Vicki McGuire 

 
Treasurer's Report 
 

 
A full set of Financial Statements are available upon request, or are available in the 
2019 Annual Report outside of the office. 

If you have an announcement you would like in  
the bulletin, newsletter, or on the Trinity Website,  

please fill out an announcement form OR E-mail the office.   

 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is:  

October 23rd 

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,  
Monday through Thursday.  

If you need to come in at another time, you may make an  

appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.  

 
 
 

Pastor Anderson will be in the office  

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and by appointment. 

 

Pastor Combs will be in the office  

Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and by appointment. 
 

If you missed church on Sunday,  

Sermon videos are now available  

on our Website and Facebook! 



Welcoming people to Christ  for over 60 years... 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs 
E-mail: revstan@comcast.net  Phone: 717-578-6851 

Pastor Elise Anderson 
E-mail: pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com   Phone: 803-730-2466 

Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com   Text:  423-834-4337 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Congregational Council 

council@lutherantrinity.com 

 
 

8:15 Outdoor Service 

9:30 Facebook Live @ Trinity Lutheran—Worship Central 

11:00 Worship in the Sanctuary 

~ Through the Love of Christ ~ 
We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of 

Christians sharing in God’s love with one another,  
the Chattanooga area, & the world. 

(cont’d from front) 
 
could do so without food and clothing. Actually that would be suicide. It is even more shameful for a person to 
pay no heed to his own body and to fail to protect it against the plague the best he is able, and then to infect 
and poison others who might have remained alive if he had taken care of his body as he should have. He is 
thus responsible before God for his neighbor’s death and is a murderer many times over. Indeed, such people 
behave as though a house were burning in the city and nobody were trying to put the fire out. Instead they give 
leeway to the flames so that the whole city is consumed, saying that if God so willed, he could save the city 
without water to quench the fire. 
 
No, my dear friends, that is no good. Use medicine; take potions which can help you; fumigate house, yard, 
and street; shun persons and places wherever your neighbor does not need your presence or has recovered, 
and act like a man who wants to help put out the burning city. What else is the epidemic but a fire which 
instead of consuming wood and straw devours life and body? You ought to think this way: “Very well, by 
God’s decree the enemy has sent us poison and deadly offal. Therefore I shall ask God mercifully to protect us. 
Then I shall fumigate, help purify the air, administer medicine, and take it. I shall avoid places and persons 
where my presence is not needed in order not to become contaminated and thus 
perchance infect and pollute others, and so cause their death as a result of my 
negligence.” 
 
Last October who would have thought Luther’s words on plagues would speak 
to our world and to our generation? I am always amazed how Martin Luther’s 
insights continue to have relevance in our own time, but this time it is to be sure 
uncanny. This is most certainly true. 
 
In Christ’s service and yours, 
Pastor Stan Combs 


