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“AN OPPORTUNITY FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION” 
 

There’s a saying that goes like this, “Opportunity doesn’t knock. You knock, opportunity answers.”  With that 
in mind, I want to share with you an opportunity in our midst. Many of you know Father Bob Leopold and his 
wife, Lisa. Father Bob is the dedicated priest at Southside Abbey. We have partnered with him and Southside 
in many endeavors; most recently, our “Clean Hearts” event at a city laundromat. Many will also recall the 
invaluable support and ministry Father Bob provided our congregation following Pastor Schimmer’s need to 
take disability.  
 

Recently, we received news that the three year grant from the local diocese of the Episcopal Church for 
Southside Abbey has come to an end. This means that the funding to support Father Bob’s compensation for 
his work there has been significantly affected. Father Bob and Lisa remain committed to their ministry at 
Southside and Father Bob will continue on there at around 25 hours a week pro bono. (As I understand it, Fa-
ther Robert Hartmans, the new missioner at Project Canterbury on the UTC Campus will also be helping at 
Southside.) 
 

Realizing the many gifts that Father Bob has for ministry and the partnering we have enjoyed with him and his 
parish over the years the Congregation Council unanimously acted on a motion from the Executive Commit-
tee. The motion essentially is to recommend to the congregation that we contract with Father Bob for 15 hours 
a week at a total cost annually to the congregation of $22,000. If approved by the congregation at our annual 
meeting in November, the contract would be for 13 months with a start date of December 1st. Towards the end 
of the year there would be a review to determine whether Father Bob and the congregation would like to con-
tinue the contracted relationship.  
 

Two of the key areas I envision utilizing Father Bob would be in the areas of social mission and Christian edu-
cation as he works with the lay leadership and committees to further our ministry in these two crucial areas. I 
would also anticipate opportunities to utilize Father Bob’s gifts in pastoral care, visitation, and young adult 
ministry as well.  
 

I would want to emphasize that the plan is to make Father Bob an addition rather than a replacement for any 
staff we currently have here at Trinity. That means we will be presenting to the congregation a challenging 
budget for the coming year. However, thanks to you we are having a strong year financially and your generous 
support gives us the courage to bring this opportunity to you confident that together we can achieve this ambi-
tious challenge as we strive to further the mission of Trinity. I truly believe that this opportunity with Father 
Bob could be a blessing to Southside Abbey, the Leopolds and Trinity Lutheran Church as all of us seek to do 
God’s will in our community.  
 

Please give prayerful thought to this proposal prior to our annual meeting on November 22nd and please know, 
if you have any questions please feel free to ask me. In closing, I am reminded of a quote from Belle de Jour, 
“Time is limited and some opportunities never repeat themselves.” Perhaps God has presented us one such op-
portunity. 
 

In Christ’s service and yours, 
Pastor Stan Combs 
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Adult Sunday School Opportunities 
Herb Burhenn’s class is studying the Hebrew prophets.  Herb’s class meets at 9:45 in the church library. You are 
welcome to join the class after the 9:30 service.  
Mike Brandt’s class is studying Basic Theology. They meet in the fellowship hall (Paul George Room) after the 
9:30  service, around 10:10. 
Family Faith Formation is a multi-generational interactive bible discussion for people of all ages that meets dur-
ing the Sunday School hour in the Paul George room.  It is led by Jeremy Giesel and Sondra Hart.  The curriculum 
is designed specifically for multi-generational groups, so families and friends, both young and old, can learn to-
gether and discuss throughout the following week.  All are welcome, so bring your donut and coffee and join us 
any week you can. 

                                       The questioner wanted to know, “How can I get God to give me more and stronger faith?” 

                            Yes, we Lutherans do believe that all faith is a gift of God and not some 
     accomplishment of our own.  God is trying to give all of us more faith, more 
  trust, than that which we currently hold no matter where we are on the faith measure.   
  Remember, the scriptures remind us to continue to grow in trust of God.  The scriptures remind 
us that we fall short of perfection. 

    After the resurrection of Christ, the Church (the believers) proclaimed that God had in fact offered to the world, 
repentance as a gift.  Prior to Jesus’ coming, prior to his resurrection, the faith of the people had been directed 
toward their own efforts to turn their lives around and become closer to God reconciling their misguided lives to 
Him.  The prophets who were a part of the return of the Jews from exile had hoped the people would turn to the 
Lord, becoming a new, reborn people, but even they began to recognize that this was not happening and so their 
prophecy began to focus up a new age, where God would pour out His Spirit.  And John the Baptist cried out for 
the people to repent, turn away from being alien to God and change their lives, their thinking, their being, as did 
Jesus.  But then Jesus began to speak of God’s work of grace and forgiveness. 

    Paul tells us that post resurrection, it is the goodness of God which leads people to repentance.  Lutherans be-
lieve that God works through the Church, not just the Lutheran Church but the Christian Church, to bring people 
into a closer relationship with Him.  We Lutherans do have a good grasp of God’s Good news, but we are not the 
only church to have it.   

    So, one answer to this question is to become very active in the Church and its ministry.  Study the scriptures, 
and understand that the wisdom of the Church Fathers and especially our own Lutheran theologians, offer much 
guidance in this ongoing learning process.  Remember also that we in the ELCA believe that the Holy Spirit works 
with us in our understanding of scripture’s guidance by helping us hear and place this wisdom of the ages into a 
present day living context.  The Bible is not just about the past but speaks to the present as well.  All this offers 
the great benefits of an improved faith life.  But best of all, is the assurance you receive that you are close to God 
and that God loves you. 

 Pastor Clay Seneker 

Blessing of the Animals – Trinity’s annual Blessing of the Animals 
will be held Sunday, October 11th at 5:30 p.m. on the grounds of the 
church. You are invited to bring your pets to receive a blessing as 
well as lawn chairs upon which to sit. In case of inclement weather, 
the service will be cancelled. There is a sign-up sheet at the welcome 
center for those who would like to have their pets that have passed 
away in the past year or so remembered during the service. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutheran Seniors)  
October 6 

 
The OWLS will meet at the church at 
10:30 a.m. to leave for Pikeville where 
we will enjoy the Wooden’s Apple 
House and a special lunch at the          
Orchard Cafe . We will also have a 

chance to browse and shop at 
some interesting stores. You will 
want to bring money in addition to 
lunch in case you are “tempted.” 
 
In November, Bob Lewis and Bill 
Buelow have planned another treat 
for us. We will go to Tunnel Hill, GA 
for a great tour. Details will be in 
next month’s newsletter.  
 
October Birthdays 
Dolores Schimmer—10/4 
Bob Blackburn—10/6 

Happy O ctober  B i rthday!!  

Jazen Boyd—10/2 

Fred Weinhold—10/3 

Kitty Hilliard—10/4 

Dolores Schimmer—10/4 

Freia Meldorf—10/5 

Bob Blackburn—10/6 

Pat Brandt—10/6 

Richard Jones—10/7 

Herb Burhenn—10/9 
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Andrew Sprague—10/9 

Alice Barnett—10/13 

Steve Mason—10/17 

Brent Dabbs—10/18 

Kathy Behling—10/19 

Mary Kay Mason—10/20 

Crystal Dabbs—10/21 

Russ Bigham—10/23 

Madalyn Coffelt—10/29 

Herb Burhenn—10/9 
Steve Mason—10/17 
Mary Kay Mason—10/20 
 

October Anniversaries 
Jim & Nancy Fisher—10/3/58 
Fran & Bill Balsis—10/5/74 
Bill & Zelma Pack—10/25/74 
 
An early morning walk is a 
blessing for the whole day. 
 - Henry David Thoreau 

Our thanks to all of you for the phone calls, visits, and  

get well card. My husband, John, is making great pro-

gress and is getting stronger day by day. Thank you for 

your concern and prayers—so very much appreciated 

by all of us.—Carol Bell and family 

Thank you so much for allowing us to use the facility 

for the REACH Summer Learning programs! We could-

n’t do it without you. And a special thanks to the Trinity 

Lutheran Social Missions Committee for providing a 

full scholarship this year! We all appreciate you.—

Marie, Martha, Jacinta, Tina, Rachel, & Deedra 

Thank you to our church family for prayers, calls, and 

cards during our health issues. The Lord has blessed us 

with healing. In Christian love, Terry & Bettie Pearce 

In Memory of Kerry Hauser 

Dean & Cathy Muncy 
Vanda Ingham 
Debbie Greiner 

Harry & Blair Boysen 

Caregiver Support Group Update– Support groups work best when the size of the group is not too large and 

the same people participate each time.  These characteristics allow members to build comfortable and trusting 

relationships with each other.  Our current group has reached an optimal size.  Janet Hope and I know that there 

are others who would like to participate in a caregiver support group.  We have also had a request for an even-

ing caregiver support group.  Right now, we are “just getting our feet wet” but we are hoping to offer another 

caregiver support group after the first of the year. 
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Remember—If you have an announcement you would like in the bulletin, newsletter, or internet, 
please fill out a form (they are in the welcome area on the counter) and put them in Pam’s mailbox.  
Note that mailboxes are located beneath the name of the person you’re looking for!                    
You may also email them to the church office (no pdf. files please).  Thanks. 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is: October 27 

Attention Knitters, Crocheters, and Quilters 

and ALL Women of the ELCA 

Bind Us Together Knitters meets 
on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. on 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays. Bring in your 
knitting or crocheting and join us! 

Or, if you’d like to learn, we have some pretty good 
teachers available. 

Women of the ELCA meet every 2nd Tuesday at 
12:30 for Bible study. Bring your lunch! On the 4th 
Thursday, our Bible study time is in the evenings at 
5:30.  

Ladies Night Out will meet on Tuesday, October 
13th at the Boathouse. Meet at the church to carpool 
at 5:00 or meet us at the restaurant at 5:30. 
 

Mission Quilts—Coming Soon! 

Youth News: 

 

Circus - October the 11th - Youth 
and children's Ministry is invited to 

join us for the circus at Camp Jordan.  Following the 11 
o'clock worship service we will meet in the Paul 
George room for a light lunch then head to the cir-
cus.  Tickets are $5 a person and sign up is in the wel-
come center. 
 

Young Adult Ocoee Rafting - Ocoee rafting trip Oc-
tober 10th at 12.  Adults are invited to share in this fun 
events for anyone who likes rafting.  Cost is $20 a per-
son and that includes a light picnic following the 
trip.  Sign up is in the welcome center.  

Haunted Hill Top Youth Lock-in - October 23rd 
from 8pm till the following morning.  We will have a 
faith building night as we lead on our Lord during a 
scary encounter with the characters of the Haunted 
Hill Top off of Hwy 58.  Grades 6th-12 are invited to 
join us and stay the evening. 

Trunk or Treat - October 24th from 4-7 - Bring out 
the entire family as we have our annual Trunk or 
Treat.  Member of the congregation are invited to join 
us for hot dogs, chili, nachos, hot chocolate, candy, fun 
games, costume context as we welcome members of 
our community to Trinity.  Trunk and participation 
sign up is in the welcome center.  Candy donations 
would be appreciated!!! 

All TN Youth Gathering - November 14th and 15th - 
All TN this year will be at Messiah Lutheran in Knox-
ville with all of the Youth grades 6th-12th from all 

HEALING SERVICE –  The healing service will be held on October 18th at 
4:00 pm in the sanctuary.  The service will last approximately a half-hour 
and all are invited to come for prayer and anointing. If you have any ques-
tions about this service please see Pastor Stan.  

Chime Choir—We are still looking for kids or 
adults interested in a Hand Chime Choir. Please 
contact Pam in the church office or Pastor Combs 
if you have any interest.  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=healing+service&view=detailv2&&id=0E53AA27BAA528F9E0C9CDFBF9939F2A6A36315F&selectedIndex=4&ccid=OyhNtwtU&simid=608050731381163494&thid=JN.ua4v0cHLTdytJqtiUzG1Xw
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October 4 8:30 11:00 

Ushers-October Bill & Mary Jenkins, James Craig Jeff Penticuff, Joy Faller, Frank & Sheila Hilley 

Altar Guild 
Nancy Fisher, Rae Logan,  
Nancy Gubish, Lori Weisner Vanda Ingham, Gigi Penticuff 

Lector Mary Jenkins Mary Ann Shuey 

Communion Asst. Mary Jenkins Diane Gray 

Asst. Minister Mary Jenkins Diane Gray 

Greeters Nancy & Jim Fisher Ed & Mary Ann Shuey, Fran Balsis, Kim White 

Offering Counters Donna Kuberg, Dean Lanternier Bobbie Iles, Dean Lanternier 

October 11  8:30 11:00 

Lectors Barbara Bakkom Julie Sosebee 

Altar Guild 
Susan Gilbert, Beverlee Bergevin, Cindy 
Anthony Julie & Abby Sosebee, Freida Jennings 

Communion Asst. Shula Yelliott Gary Hart 

Asst. Minister Shula Yelliott Gary Hart 

Greeters  Sosebee Family 

Offering Counters Vera Sachleben, Dean Lanternier Ed Shuey, Dean Lanternier 

October 18 8:30 11:00 

Lectors Carol Burhenn Eleonore Williams 

Altar Guild 
Vicki McGuire, Barbara Bakkom, Jean 
Reimer Karen Smith, Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde 

Communion Asst. Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Assisting Minister Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Greeters Jeff & Vicki McGuire Eleonore Williams, Fran Balsis 

Offering Counters Sue Combs, Dean Lanternier Eleonore Williams, Bill Haigler 

October 25 8:30 11:00 

Lector Kathy Behling Janet Hope 

Altar Guild 
Mary Gullickson, Sheila Hilley, Debbie 
Greiner Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Jan Buck 

Communion Asst. Kathy Behling Fred Weinhold 

Assisting Minister Kathy Behling Fred Weinhold 

Greeters  Bob & Betty Stuckert, Janet Hope 

Offering Counters Kathy Behling, Dean Lanternier Vanda Ingham, Dean Lanternier 

Need a piano? The church would like donate the piano in the Paul George Room. If you 
or someone you know would like to have it and can pick it up, please contact the church 
office or Jim Faller   before November 1st.  

 Senior Moment: Take a Senior to Trinity 

Last winter I saw a number of signs posted in the London, England subway halls which said, “Take a senior to 

tea.” These were part of a campaign to raise awareness of the loneliness often experienced by seniors who do 

not have access to social opportunities. Participation in Trinity’s faith community is valued by our senior 

members but they don’t always have a way to get to Trinity.  If you can provide transportation for a senior on 

Sunday or for other church activities, please let me know.  You can take a senior to tea too!                                                                        

Carol Burhenn, Parish Nurse. 



Long Term Prayer Requests: 

Pastor Schimmer, Evelyn Carroll, Sandy Buelow, Caryl Warnemuende, June Keller, 
Dot Brown, Linda Peucker, Carolyn Fuller 

Kadye Sokborikit, Trisha Morris, Tracie Evitt, Leila Pratt, Amanda Layne, Emily 
Davis, James Davis, Joe King, Elizabeth Helton, Priscilla Scott, Terry Griffith, An-
gela Foster, Gwen, Gail Appel, Ursula Carter, Bobbie Hudgins, Lota Alsup, Tom, 
Teresa, Franklin McCallie, Katy Attala, Bill Humphreys, Laura Lester, Profitable 

S.A.G.E., Montgomery Schuh, Pat Caelda, Colin Malefakis—by John Wilson 

Don Travis, the Garrison Family, Jeremy Ross, Olivia Haislip—Julie Sosebee 

John Rawlston—Mark Rawlston’s father 

Warren Smith, Diane Stacey—friends of Cree Giesel 

 

 

Please let us know if you have someone you’d like to add or if a name can come off the list. 

           John Matthew Gray, Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - Great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

 Sr. Airman Dillon O. Cole  

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell          

 Lt. Col. Richard C. Amburn, - brother-in-law of the Sosebees         

Matthew K. Lynch USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

 PV2 Barrett Brown—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Major Raymond Myers - former member of Trinity 

 Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

 Chase Moss and Maxwell Baldridge—nephews of Beth Painter 

Lance Corporal James Cole, Jr., Marines 

 Lt. Adam Carter, U.S. Navy, Beverlee Bergevin’s nephew 
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Our office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an appointment by calling the church office (870-1236).  

Pastor Combs will be in the office Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00—1:00, and by appointment 
Jeremy will be in the office on Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

If you missed church on Sunday, sermons are now available on our website and Facebook! 



S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

EVERY Sunday 

8:30 & 11:00 

Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Non-

Traditional   

Worship 

EVERY Monday 

9:30 TLC 

 

EVERY Tuesday 

 

EVERY Wed. 

9:30 TLC 

10:00 Food 

Vouchers 

5:15 Handbells 

6:30 Choir 

7:15 Volleyball  

EVERY Thursday 

 

EVERY Friday 

8:30 a.m.  Friday 

Work Crew 

 

9:45 Sunday 

school 

 

   1 

 

2 3 

1:00 Thrivent 

Octoberfest 

4 

12:15 Steward-

ship Luncheon 

12:15 Media/

PR 

5 

 

6  

OWLS going to 

Pikeville 

3:30 HR Mtg. 

7 

9:00 Bridge 

Groups 

8 9 

 

10 

8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:00 Knitters 

Noon—Rafting 

11 

5:30 Blessing 

of Animals  

12 

 

13 

2:00 Caregiver 

Support Group 

6:30 Christ-

Care 

14 

12:00 Staff 

Meeting 

1:30 Christ-

Care 

15 

6:00 Finance 

 

16 

 

17 

18 

4:00 Healing 

Service 

5:00 Council 

19 20 21 

9:00 Bridge 

Group 

22 23 

8:00 Youth Lock 

In (Haunted 

Hilltop) 

 

 

24 

9:00 Confirma-

tion Retreat 

9:00 Knitters 

2:00 New Mem-

bers Class 

4:00 Trunk or 

Treat 

25 Reformation 

Consecration 

Sunday 

2:00 German 

Club 

26 

 

27 

2:00 Caregiver 

Support Group 

 

 

28 

12:00 Staff 

Meeting 

1:30 Christ-

Care 

29 30 31 
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2015 Council Members and Responsibilities 
WELCOME:   Hospitality - Kathy Behling; Evangelism/Publicity - Freida Jennings 
SEND:   (Social Missions, etc.) - Gigi Penticuff 
SUPPORT:   BMRG - Lynda Watson (temporary); Finance - Shelia Hilley 
EQUIP:   Worship & Music - Michael Frixen; Youth - Gary Hart 
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New address! 
Sarah Hencke 
Georgetown College 
400 E. College St. 
Box 656 
Georgetown, KY 40324 

All men of the church are invited to share in the fellowship of 

the men’s breakfast, Saturday, October  10 at 8:30 a.m. There’s 

always plenty to eat and much conversation about what’s right 

and wrong in the world, along with any other topic you’d like to 

bring up. Join us! 

It's time to take nature walks and admire the beautiful colors of changing 
leaves that God creates in the fall. This month our preschoolers are also 
talking about the color orange and the shape of a square. Needed supplies 
are Lysol and baby wipes. We would love to make some new friends! 
Please pass the word about this amazing outreach ministry of our church, 
TLC Learning Center Preschool Program.  

 The TLC Breakfast Club will meet on Saturday, October 17th at 9:30 a.m. at The Meet-

ing House located on Dayton Boulevard in the heart of Red Bank.  This great little coffee shop (with breakfast 
items) is located in the former Red Bank Drug Store, site of Trinity’s first church services!  Please consider 
joining us for breakfast and fellowship.   Bring your friends too!  If you have any questions, please see Susan 
Gilbert or send an email to susanmgilbert@comcast.net.   

    Thrivent Financial announces their Eighth Annual Oktoberfest and chapter
    Board elections on Saturday, October 3rd from 1:00 to 6:00 pm.  The event 
will be located at First Lutheran Campground, at 1621 Lee Pike, Soddy Daisy, TN, right on the beautiful 
waters of Possum Creek before it empties into Chickamauga Lake.  Lots of games and prizes from 1-3 pm. 
Dinner starts at 3:30 pm and includes bratwurst & sauerkraut, German potato salad, baked beans, des-
serts and drinks.  For the children there will also be roasted hotdogs and potato chips.  

Tickets are available from your Congregational Advocate.  For more information, contact Elaine Burns, 
phone (423) 236-4660 or email at eburnsrph@gmail.com 

On Sunday, October 25th, 2015, we will once 
again receive new members into our congre-
gation. In preparation, there will be a 2 hour 
new member orientation on October 24th be-
ginning at 1:30 pm. If you would like to know 
more about this opportunity, please indicate 

your interest on the attendance card in your bulletin or speak to Pastor 
Combs.  
 

mailto:susanmgilbert@comcast.net
https://www.thrivent.com/
mailto:eburnsrph@gmail.com


Comments from Your Council 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President, Lynda Watson, and opened with a devotion given 
by Sheila Hilley.  
 

Roll call was taken. Also in attendance was Len Gullickson, LRP. 
 

Highlights and motions from the September meeting are itemized below: 
 

 Motion made by Beth Painter and seconded by Sheila Hilley to approve all items on the consent agenda 
and to accept Pat Brant’s resignation from Social Missions Committee with regrets and appreciation for her 
service.  Motion approved. 

Len Gullickson, from LRP presented recommendations that came out of the “Renovation Survey” to the Coun-
cil. Based on the summary of results of the renovation survey, the LRP Committee recommended the follow-
ing action be considered by the Council: 
a) Address the loudness of the organ music.  
b) Improve acoustics/sound in the sanctuary. 
c) Lighten up the narthex and provide a main central entrance from the narthex to the sanctuary leading to a 

complete central aisle. 
d) Improve the seating within the sanctuary. 
  
 Motion made by Beth Painter and seconded by Alan Crews to establish a task force consisting of Pastor 

Combs, Michael Frixen, Frank Hilley, and Jim Faller to address and search for solutions to the loudness of 
the organ music and to look at improving acoustics/sound in the sanctuary.  Motion approved. 

  
 Motion made by Mary Jenkins to correct typing errors in By-law and Continuing Resolution. Motion se-

conded by Alan Crews.  Motion approved. 
 

Pastor’s Report 
Pastor referenced that: 12 people had attended the Healing Service, approximately 130 were in attendance at 
the Church picnic and that over 30 members had participated in God’s Work, Our Hands. Pastor discussed the 
opportunity to contract with Father Bob Leopold to work for Trinity Lutheran Church on a part time bases.  
Suggest 15 hours per week.  Duties might include Christian education Coordinator, Social Mission and Out-
reach, young adult ministry and visitations.   
 

 Motion from the Executive Board to ask the Council to recommend to the congregation that TLC contract 
with Father Bob Leopold for 15 hours per week beginning December 1, 2015, through December, 2016, at 
a total package of $22,000/year with position to be reevaluated at the end of the first year.  Motion 2nd by 
Freida Jennings. Motion approved. 

    

Copies of the full minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in the   church office. 
 

In Christ, Mary Jenkins, Council Secretary 
 

August 2015 Financial Report 

TLC monthly budget is $30,016.88, $32,722.51 was received.  There was an additional $2079.59 given to dedicated accounts 

(ie Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc).   

Monthly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for August is $5,159.64. 

Year to date gifts are $241,708.33.  There was an additional $20,916.42 given to dedicated accounts (ie Neighbors in Need, 

Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc). 

Yearly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) year to date is $32,766.78. 

A full set of Financial Statements are available upon request. 
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Modern Spiritual Masters—Writings on Contemplation and Compassion 
Edited by Robert Ellsberg (Orbis Books, 2014) 

 

When we walk into a Christian bookstore, we see kiosks grabbing our attention from the books of popular Chris-
tian authors such as Beth Moore, Max Lucado , Rick Warren, Joyce Meyer, Philip Yancey or Billy Graham.  Their 
stories, Bible studies, and insights attract millions.  Sales of their works soar as people hunger for a deeper faith. 
 

Talk about hungering for a spiritual feast, I devoured Modern Spiritual Masters edited by Robert Ellsberg.  He re-
viewed a dozen mentors from the past 100 years with brief biographies and selected writings which were just 
enough to give me a taste of their theological insights and mission in the world. 
 

As I read this collection, two questions came to mind: What people and events contributed to the spiritual renew-
al of these modern spiritual masters? What were the results of these spiritual moments? Below is a brief sum-
mary of Ellsberg’s chosen twelve just to whet your spiritual appetite followed by quotation from their selected 
writings: 
 

Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was a trappist monk in Kentucky.  The anguish and confusion of World War II led 
him to think more deeply about the meaning of life.  While standing in a shopping district in Louisville, KY, he was 
overwhelmed and realized that he loved all people.  As a result he became more concerned about making a con-
nection between the monastery and the wider world and became a voice for peace and non-violence.—If I find 
Him (God) I will find myself and if I find my true self I will find Him. 
 

Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910-1997) was a Catholic nun who founded the Missionaries of Charity.  At age 36 as 
an Loreto Sister of Albania, she rode a train to Darjeeling and received a call within a call from God who wanted 
her to be poor and with the poor.  She established centers of service around the globe.— 
The best way to show your gratitude is to accept everything with joy. 
 

Mohandas Gandhi (1869-1948) was a politician and lawyer trying to be a saint in British India. His encounter 
with the writings of Leo Tolstoy helped him to understand the message of Jesus as taught in the Sermon on the 
Mount.  In India he developed his philosophy of non-violence and was a leader in the Indian independence move-
ment.—Begin therefore your day with prayer, and make it so soulful that it may remain with you until the evening. 
 

Madeleine Delbrel (1904-1964), was born in France and was a French Catholic author, poet and mystic.  She grew 
up an atheist, but at age 24 she was convinced of God’s existence and wanted to serve among ordinary people.  
Thus, she dedicated her life to contemplation and during World War II organized services for refugees including 
soup kitchens, clothing drives and emergency shelters.—The basic revelation of the Gospel is the overwhelming, 
penetrating presence of God.  It is a call to encounter God, and God allows himself to be encountered in silence. 
 

Oscar Romero (1917-1980) was the Archbishop of El Salvador.  After officiating at the funeral of a friend and 
priest who worked for social justice, Romero underwent a profound transformation.  His sermons concerning 
human rights were broadcast throughout his country.  He was assassinated for his faith.—Martyrdom is a grace of 
God that I do not believe I deserve.  But if God accepts the sacrifice of my life, let my blood be a seed of freedom and 
the sign that hope will soon be a reality. 
 

Catherine De Hueck Doherty (1986-1985), a baroness, was born in Russia and became a Roman Catholic social 
worker.  As an aristocrat she fled with her husband to Finland, then to Canada, and finally to New York.  She lec-
tured about her escape from Communism.  Jesus’ words to go and sell everything you own and give to the poor 
made a lasting impact on her.  She established Friendship House to feed the hungry and welcome the homeless 
and began Madonna House in Canada for spiritual growth.—The word “poustinia”  is Russian meaning “desert”...  It 
means a quiet, lonely place that people wish to enter, to find the God who dwells within them. 
 

Howard Thurman (1899-1981) was an African American mystic, theologian, minister and activist and was also 
Dean of the Chapel at Howard University and Boston University.  In 1935 he and his wife traveled to India and 
met Mohandas Gandhi who taught Thurman the principles of non-violence.  Upon his return, Thurman spoke 
widely of non-violence which aided the civil rights movement.—There must be always remaining in every man’s 
life some place for the singing of angels, some place for that which in itself is breathlessly beautiful...that throws all 
the rest of life into a new and creative relatedness. 
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Mother Maria Skobtsova (1891-1945) was born in an aristocratic family in Russia and became a poet and political 
activist.  In 1923 she and her three children joined the refugees and moved to Paris.  Soon afterword, one daugh-
ter died and this prompted Skobtsova to pursue a more authentic and purified life.  She then leased a house in 
Paris which provided a chapel, soup kitchen and shelter for refugees.—The image of God, the icon of Christ, which 
truly is my real and actual essence or being, is the only measure of all things, the only path or way which is given to me. 
 

Dom Helder Camara (1909-1999) was the Archbishop of Recife, Brazil.  While serving in Rio de Janeiro, he be-
came increasingly affected by the conditions of he poor and the slums.  He helped to organize the National Confer-
ence of Brazilian Bishops, a voice for the poor and defender of human rights.—We live in a world where millions of 
our fellow men live in inhuman conditions, practically in slavery.  If we are not deaf we hear the cries of the op-
pressed.  Their cries are the voice of God. 
 

Thea Bowman (1937-1990) was born in Mississippi and became a Roman Catholic Franciscan Sister.  As a child 
she attended the Franciscan Sisters of Perpetual Adoration School where she loved learning and made a decision 
to become a nun.  As a black Catholic she believed this entailed a special religious vocation.  She helped to estab-
lish the Institute of Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University in New Orleans.—When I first found out that I had 
cancer, I didn’t know what to pray for...Then I found peace in praying for what my folks call “God’s perfect. will”.  As it 
evolved, my prayer has become, “Lord, let me live until I die.” 
 

Henri Nouwen (1932-1996) was a Dutch-born Catholic priest, writer and professor. In 1986 when he began his 
work with L’Arche in Toronto, he helped 25 year old disabled Adam and had a deep inner conversion.  This con-
version helped Nouwen to discover the mystery of life which is to know that we are beloved by God.  Later he had 
a nervous breakdown.  After his recovery, he worked to almost complete five books.—The Eucharist is the most 
ordinary and the most divine gesture imaginable.  That is the truth of Jesus.  So human, yet so divine; so familiar, yet 
so mysterious; so close, yet so revealing! 
 

Dorothy Day (1897-1980) was born in a home in Brooklyn where God’s name was never mentioned.  After the 
birth of her daughter, she felt joy and gratitude to God.  She later spent five lonely years in the desert praying for a 
new way of life.  When she returned to New York, she met Peter Maurin.  Together they launched a ministry for 
the social implications of the gospel.  This began the Catholic Worker movement which focused on strikes, unions, 
and the rights of workers.—“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these brethren, you have done it 
unto me”.  Feeling this as strongly as I did, is it any wonder that I was led finally to the feet of Christ? 
 

Feasting on the events and writings of these modern spiritual masters, here are some of my thoughts about the 
connection of spiritual renewal and mission: 
 

 Spiritual renewal can come about whether we are looking for it or not.  God always initiates renewal through 
people, places, events, Word and Sacrament. Think of God’s surprising grace! 

 Spiritual renewal takes place across cultures and ethnicity.  We cannot limit God’s Spirit working among the 
people of the world.  Think how God acts globally! 

 Spiritual renewal is an interior journey resulting in outwards acts of charity or contemplation of a deeper 
faith.  Think of faith active in love! 

 Spiritual renewal happens among world religions.  Think about Gandhi, a Hindu, reading the Christian mes-
sage of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount!  

 Spiritual renewal may lead to suffering for Christ in this world, but there is profound joy and gratitude in 
serving the Lord.  Think of those who laid down their lives for Christ and yet had the peace which passes all 
understanding! 

 

Reading Modern Spiritual Masters will feed the hunger of our souls and just might provide the spiritual sweetness 
our hearts have been craving. 
 +  + 
Rev. Gary Schimmer is on leave from call from the Southeastern Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and 
lives in Hixson, Tennessee.   
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CONFIRMATION DATES 2015-16 
Below are the dates for this year’s confirmation dates that were agreed upon at last week’s confirmation 
orientation meeting.  
 
  Confirmation Retreat #1   October 24th   9:00 am- 1:00 pm 
  Confirmation Retreat #2   November 21st  9:00 am -1:00 pm 
  Confirmation Retreat #3    January 23rd  9:00 am- 1:00 pm 
  Confirmation Retreat #4    February 6th 9:00 am-1:00 pm 
  Confirmation Make-up  
  Retreat (if needed)        April 23rd   9:00am-1:00 pm 
  Confirmation Rehearsal     May 14th   10:00 am-11:00 am 
  Confirmation Day        May 15th   Pentecost 


