Glad Tidings for Trinity
Trinity Lutheran Church
5001 Hixson Pike
Hixson, TN 37343

chattanoogalutheran.org
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Happy fall y’all!
We really are in the season of apple cider, pumpkins, and thanksgiving now, hard to believe! So, about two
months ago I signed up to do a beginners class at a CrossFit gym here in town. I’ve always been a runner and
have enjoyed lifting weights at the gym but have never done anything like this style before. Well, let me tell
you; it is intense! I was sore for the first four weeks straight! And even now after being a regular for three
months I still get super sore from at least one of the workouts each week. When I think back to my days in
sports medicine I remember that that soreness is due to lactic acid build up as well as tiny microtears in the
muscle, which as they heal back up make the muscle stronger! Of course, there are a lot of other factors that
go into this process, but we’ll keep it simple. Now, I don’t say all this to brag about getting stronger over the
last few weeks, but it has been a much needed example of how sometimes properly applied stress and
damage can lead to greater strength.
In a recent interview Bishop Michael Curry (the presiding bishop of the Episcopalian Church) said, “The
heavier the burden, the stronger we get.” An interesting perspective, especially during such a crazy and
stressful time where burdens feel heavier and we may feel we have a much emptier toolbox at our disposal.
But, despite all of this change and stress I believe that we will come out the other side stronger. It really is an
unfortunate part of our human existence that stress and burden seem so necessary to inspire change, but
here we are. Whether it is trying to get physically stronger by pushing your muscles to their limit or building
up new faith muscles by finding new ways to worship there will always be a period of discomfort and distress
before we see the benefit and the gift that is that struggle.
Even in the story of Jesus, we see now that his death and crucifixion were necessary in order for his
resurrection to be that much more glorious. But imagine being in the shoes of his disciples, seeing him hang
from the cross, burying him and then trying to wrap your head around the resurrection. Talk about a burden!
Those days of change and fear were not easy, but here we are, some 2000 plus years later continuing on the
Christian tradition. It is our turn to reform the church, to take the burden that is the year 2020 and turn it
into a stronger future for our church.
We will end up stronger in the long run, because that is the promise God has made to us, and God always
keeps her promises.
Blessings!

Pastor Elise

(Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors)

November OWL Birthdays
14 – Judy Oltz
Nov. OWL Anniversaries
(none)

Tina Bigham
11/1
Nicole DiStasio 11/4
Lydia Ballard
11/6
Beverlee Bergevin 11/6
Al Meller
11/6
Marty Smith
11/6
Loretta Smith
11/7
Kevin DiStasio 11/11
Holly Hess
11/12

The OWLS Bible Study
will meet via ZOOM on
Tuesday, November 3, at
10:00 am. We'll be reading
Galatians 2. Please contact
Herb Burhenn (886-4167 or
Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu)
if you wish to be added to
the invitation list.
The Sunday morning Bible
study meets at 10:30 am and
is reading Genesis. Contact
Herb Burhenn if you wish to
be added to the invitation
list.

Everyone is welcome to attend.
For information or if you
would like to make a lunch
reservation, please call
David or Susan Kroft
at 512-773-0383 or
512-773-0384.

Judy DiStasio
Ruthi Nichols
Judith Oltz
Mary Lou Meller
Camden Weisner
Bruce Hiltunen
Louis Keen
Violet Keen
Carol Doucette

Allyson Fortuna
Donna Kuberg
Vera Sachleben
Dieter Kuberg
Sam Sosebee
Steve Jackson
Wayne Petersen

11/13
11/14
11/14
11/18
11/18
11/19
11/20
11/20
11/23

11/23
11/24
11/26
11/27
11/29
11/30
11/30

will now begin at 10:30 am on ZOOM to accommodate the change in Trinity's worship
schedule. We are continuing our study of Genesis.
Please contact Herb (Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu or 886-4167) to receive an invitation.
The log-in information also appears on the Trinity website.

“Pastor, what should I keep in mind when I go to vote next week?”
I’m glad you asked! It is so very important that everyone participates in the governing of our
communities and nation. And voting is the most basic element of governance. Voting is important
to both the Christian and the non-Christian.
Politics, too often a term that carries negative meanings for many, is nothing more than a part of
the administrative process. Of course we know that many, many people believe that if something is
labeled political it cannot be something they support. It becomes a term to fight over. But if we are
honest with ourselves we all are political whether it is community, nation, or church governance.
The Bible is full of examples of political efforts throughout its long history of struggles within and
without. Israeli leaders held votes, issued governmental demands, conducted wars, ruled
territories, built palaces, supplied armies, all requiring the support of the towns, the kings, the
prophets, or at least much of the populace. Yes, we Christians walk in the footsteps of a long
political movement.
Why vote? Because, at the very least you can feel some ownership of the governance you live
in. And if those you vote for do not carry the day, you can be sure that your vote along with others,
will remain in the minds of the winners and ultimately play a part in their decision making.
And who should you vote for? That is a decision you should make based on trying to select, not
the best candidate, but to select the best possible governance that will demonstrate Christ’s
teaching, whether or not our leaders themselves are Christian. I strongly believe that we should
seek to elect those who will best demonstrate His great teaching: “...you should love God with all
your heart,” and “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” If our elected leaders could only keep
this teaching at the forefront of their governance it would help in all decision making. Of course it
would not mean an end to disagreements in governance but it might keep the focus upon what is
good for those who are governed.
Please be sure to VOTE!!!
Pastor Clay Seneker

Our Annual Congregational Meeting will be held
on Sunday, November 22nd after the 11:00 am
service (around 12:00 noon.) Members of the
congregation may attend either in person or via
Facebook Live. Please bring a mask if planning on
attending in person. During the meeting we will
look to ministry in the coming year by approving a
budget for 2021 and electing members to our
Congregation Council and the Missions and Ministry Endowment Committee. Save the date
and look for additional information in the coming weeks.

Katy Allison
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis)
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel)
Scott Baily (Fran Balsis)
Alice Barnett
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart)
Bill Balsis
Bonnie Bean (James Craig)
Theresa Bowman
Josie Boyd
Doug & Jan Buck
Sandy Buelow
Martha Caldwell
Gene & Laura Cline
Lorna Conard (Pat Conard)
Jamie Craven (Fran Balsis)
Joyce Davis

Linda Draeger
Ernie Engel (former member)
Betsy Fryar (Julie Sosebee)
Paul & Phyllis Giesel (David Giesel)
Barbara Haar
Doris Harsman
Gary Hayde
June Hoover (Fran Balsis)
MaryAnn Jackson
Hope Kimble
Rebecca Krause
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will)
Larry Lee (Penticuff family)
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis)
Britt McPherson
Art Minninger
Barbara Montgomery

Simon Moss (Nichols family)
Elfie Owen
Apryl Reno (Carol Bell)
Elaine Schoeller (Anne Cain)
Ida Seneker
Karen Smith
Pat Stonecipher (Joyce Davis)
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family)
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell)
Ruth Treadway (Combs)
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)
Keyara White (David Combs)
Kim White
Eleonore Williams
Please, regularly update the office.

John Matthew Gray, Master Chief Petty Officer John Gray, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray
Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn
Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell
Matthew K. Lynch, USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell
PV2 Barrett Brown - Iowa Nat'l Guard—Tacy Gorton’s grandson
Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider
Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider
T/Sgt. Dillon O. Cole, Marines, son of James M. Cole and Grandson of Jim
Tonya Josephine Morgan , Army—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn

TLC Caregivers—If you are responsible or partly responsible for the care of another

person (not children, unless they are disabled), TLC Caregivers might be what you are looking for
to help answer questions and share experiences with others who are in similar positions. In general,
being a caregiver means that you are assisting another person with one or more of the following:
activities of daily living such as bathing, dressing and other personal care; financial matters;
medication and other health care; household assistance; and care of property. We also welcome
anyone who has recently lost a loved for whom they were providing care; their insights will be of
great value to the group.
Caregivers meetings are facilitated by Carol Burhenn and Janet Hope. If you are interested in
joining (or rejoining) our group or have any questions, please call Carol at 423-886-4167 or email her
at caburhenn@gmail.com). Janet may be reached at 423-637-4529 or Jhope@csbsju.edu.

Laura Seneker
1 Tell a little about you and your life. I'm fragile,
yet strong... I'm broken, yet healed... my crack's
let God's love & faithfulness show through. I
have struggled with depression & anxiety since I
was a teenager. I have openly shared these
struggles with friends & strangers. It is only with
God's help, the strong prayers & support of
family & friends, good therapists & a wonderful
psychiatrist, and a whole lot of hard work that I
have not only survived but grown!
2 Favorite place in the world? I love the NC
mountains & the beach on the Gulf Coast! I have
visited NC family every year since I was born in
1964!! I prefer both with family and/or friends.
3 What are you passionate about? I make others
uncomfortable at funerals because I tend to
openly weep. I believe society has "cleaned up"
death, & the mourning time much to our
detriment. Instead of a year of mourning,
people are rushed through 3 days if immediate
family, and mere hour if not immediate! Grieving any loss (friendship, job, moving, divorce,
death) is a process that requires time & hard work.
4 What's your secret talent? I'm able to "just be with someone." Whether it's a friend, a fellow
congregational member, a friend of a friend, or a stranger. I truly empathize with people's
pain, or sorrow, or fear, or being overwhelmed. I believe this is a gift from God.
5 What color crayon would you be & why? Black... While on retreat with my youth group as a
15 year old, we were to tell each other what color we saw that person. One of the guys said I
was the color black. He said that it was a positive thing! That I was each of the colors mixed
together. That I shared joy, happiness, sadness, solemnness
6 Are you difficult or easy to get to know? Why? People believe that because I openly express
emotions that they know my true feelings. Yet, even as emotional as I may be, many have
never heard my deepest fears, concerns, anxieties, or sorrow.

Friday Campfires have been cancelled due to low response.

Pastor Elise will be leading a Bible Study based on the upcoming lectionary
starting on Monday September 28th. There will be a class on Mondays at
2pm and Tuesdays at 6:30pm. Both classes will cover the same material! We
will meet outside so make sure to bring a chair, your mask, and your Bible. If
the weather turns bad we will move to the gym. There are 9 spaces per
class so please call the office for a spot or sign up online.
Pastor Stan will begin an 8-part Bible Study on the Book of Job. The
same Bible Study will be offered twice each week – Wednesdays at 6:30
pm and Thursdays at 11:00 am. Each class is limited to the first 9 people
who sign up online or by calling the church office. When weather is
permitting, we will consider gathering outdoors. Please bring your own
Bible, chair, and mask for each session. Social distancing will be
practiced. Wednesday sessions will be November 4, 11 & 18. Thursday
sessions will be November 5, 12, and 19.

Waddell Scholarship Fund
Gifts given to
the Waddell Scholarship Fund:
Ann Pope

New Addresses :
Diane Gray
10623 Pearl Berry Loop
Land O Lakes, FL 34638-6938

The staff and members of
Trinity Lutheran Church
would like to congratulate
Joshua Gray & Bergen Lancaster
on their marriage, October 17th, 2020.

Kevin Ford
141 Hendricks Blvd #7
Chattanooga TN 37405
Vera Sachleben
Autumn Trace
1420 East State Road #63
Madison IN 47250

Our family would like to thank our Trinity family for all their
words of support and comfort, cards, and prayers after the
passing of our dad. The funeral service was a beautiful
celebration of Dad's life and we appreciate all who participated or
assisted in any way. Dad would be especially honored by all the
contributions to Trinity in his memory. Mom and all three of us
girls definitely felt the outpouring of love from our Trinity family"
and it lightened our hearts to see how much Dad was loved.
The family of Steve Mason

Needed: 1 sheet of square paper

Origami Turkey

Tip: Larger paper is recommended to start with, for example, we recommend a size of 20 cm x 20
cm. You can use brown colored paper and color or paint your turkey at the end.
Start by folding your paper in
half diagonally–fold the left
corner over to the right corner
and unfold.
Next, fold the left and right
lower edges to the central
crease.
Fold the top point down on
top of the two flaps.
Open the left and right flaps
and tuck the top flap in
underneath.
Flip the paper to the other
side.
Fold the left and right corners down diagonally, aligning to the
central crease. Unfold.
Flip the paper back over to the other side.

Pull the top right corner down as indicated.
Do the same on the left side.
Fold the left and right flaps outwards diagonally to align with the
diagonal creases underneath.
Fold the flaps back as shown.

Fold the right side of the model over to the left, sandwiching the
'legs' inside.
Rotate the model and create the creases that are indicated.
Open out the model and make them outside reverse folds.
Next, make a crease for the turkey's 'head.'
Outside reverse fold the last crease to make the head.
Make a crease for the 'beak.'
Finally, you can inside reverse fold the beak.
Your origami turkey is now complete! If your turkey is having
trouble standing, try opening out the bottom of the model a bit
more, making the legs wider apart or add weight to the front of the
model, such as a paperclip or some blue-tack.
You can decorate your origami turkey with eyes, either drawn on
or use some googly eyes. If desired, you can also draw some
other details, such as the tail feathers. Make your turkey sit by
folding the legs under.

who serve in

November

November 1st

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Rae Logan, Kathy Moak

Gigi Penticuff

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up

November 8th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Debbie Greiner, Sheila Hilley, Jean Reimer

Julie Sosebee, Kim White, Fran Luker

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up

November 15th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Vicki McGuire, Fran Balsis, Kathy Behling

Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde, Sharon Will

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up

November 22nd &
29th

8:30

11:00

Altar Guild

Mary Gullickson, Marg Petersen, Patrice Sweet

Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Bobbie House

Please see Pastor Anderson

for the special sign-up

Those
Ushers

Asst. Minister
Lector
Greeters

Counters

Asst. Minister
Lector
Greeters

Counters

Asst. Minister
Lector
Greeters
Counters

Asst. Minister
Lector
Greeters
Counters

SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT

EVERY Sunday

EVERY Monday

EVERY Tuesday

EVERY Wed.

EVERY Thursday

EVERY Friday

EVERY Saturday

8:15 Outdoor
Service
9:30 Facebook-Live
Service
10:30 Bible Study

11:00 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers
6:00 Sack Supper
Saints

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Bible Study
6:30 Scouts
(outside)

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Bible Study

11:00 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

4:00 Prayers

4:00 Prayers

2

3

4

5

6

7

4:00 Prayers

4:00 Prayers

4:00 Prayers

12

13

14

4:00 Prayers

1

8:15 Outdoor
Service
9:30 Facebook-Live
Service
10:30 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

11:00 Job Bible
Study

2:00 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers
6:00 Sack Supper
Saints

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Bible Study
6:30 Scouts

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Job Bible
Study

8
8:15 Outdoor
Service
9:30 Facebook-Live
Service
10:30 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

9

10

11

15
8:15 Outdoor
Service
9:30 Facebook-Live
Service
10:30 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

16

22
8:15 Outdoor
Service
9:30 Facebook-Live
Service
10:30 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

23

29
8:15 Outdoor
Service
9:30 Facebook-Live
Service
10:30 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

30

11:00 Job Bible
Study
2:00 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Bible Study
6:30 Scouts
17

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Job Bible Study

4:00 Prayers

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Campfire!

4:00 Prayers

18

19

20

21

11:00 Job Bible
Study
2:00 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers
6:00 Sack Supper
Saints

2:00 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Bible Study
6:30 Scouts
24

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Bible Study
6:30 Scouts

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Job Bible Study

4:00 Prayers

25

26 OFFICE CLOSED

4:00 Prayers
6:30 Job Bible Study

4:00 Prayers

27

4:00 Prayers

28

4:00 Prayers

2:00 Bible Study
4:00 Prayers

TLC—Trinity Learning Center
OWLS—Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors

LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee
BMRG—Building, Maintenance, Renovations, Grounds

Copies of the full, council minutes are available to the congregation
upon request and are kept in the church office.

Your 2020 Council Members & Staff are:

Gary Hart, President; Ingrid Fortuna,

VP; Mary Jenkins, Secretary; Beth Painter, Treas.
Kathy Behling, Allen Cain, Judy DiStasio, Kolleda Hebert, Janet Hope, Mary Jenkins, Dean
Lanternier, Jeff McGuire, Gloria Rawlston, Freia Stephens
Staff: Pastor Anderson, Pastor Combs, Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, Jim Faller, & Vicki McGuire

Treasurer's Report

September 2020 Financial Report
TLC monthly budget is $32,082; $24,131 was received. There was an additional $2,250 withdrawn
for TLC Endowment funds to fund 2nd pastor and $2,988 given to dedicated accounts (ie
Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, Memorials etc) . Year to date receipts
were $254,673 with an additional $23,254 was given to dedicated accounts.
Monthly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for September is $2060.88. YTD
gain is $19,400.74.
Monthly receipts of $3,222.00 were received for capital campaign pledges. Year to date capital
campaign receipts were $31,125.00. There were no gifts given to the modernization project.
Amount owed on Modernization LOC as of 9/30/20 is $21437.09. TLC received $41,000 from PPP
thru the Cares Act to offset payroll and utilities May & June. As of July 31st all of these funds have
been accessed. Loan forgiveness for
PPP has been applied for but not yet
If you have an announcement you would like in
granted.
the bulletin, newsletter, or on the Trinity Website,
please fill out an announcement form OR E-mail the office.

A full set of Financial Statements
are available upon request, or are
available in the 2019 Annual
Report outside of the office.

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is:

November 24th

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,
Monday through Thursday.
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an
appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.

Pastor Anderson will be in the office
Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 - 1:30,
and by appointment.
Pastor Combs will be in the office
Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 1:30,
and by appointment.
If you missed church on Sunday,
Sermon videos are now available
on our Website and Facebook!

Welcoming people to Christ for over 60 years...
8:15 Outdoor Service
9:30 Facebook Live @ Trinity Lutheran—Worship Central
11:00 Worship in the Sanctuary

Pastor Stanley Combs
E-mail: revstan@comcast.net Phone: 717-578-6851

Pastor Elise Anderson
E-mail: pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com Phone: 803-730-2466
Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant
E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com Text: 423-834-4337
Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master
music@lutherantrinity.com
Congregational Council
council@lutherantrinity.com

Visit our website at
www.chattanoogalutheran.org

~ Through the Love of Christ ~
We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of
Christians sharing in God’s love with one another,
the Chattanooga area, & the world.

