
Dear Friends, 
 
How will you celebrate Thanksgiving this year? If the big dinner is at your house, you’re busy doing 
menu planning and grocery shopping. If you’re going to someone else’s home, maybe you’ve been asked 
to bring a side dish—like sweet potatoes, green bean casserole or pumpkin pie. Or maybe you’re going to 
a restaurant for a sumptuous spread. Psalm 34:8 says “Taste and See that the Lord is good.”  Many of us 
will literally put that to the test on Thanksgiving Day as we feast together with family and friends.  

 

Maybe you’ll be asked to share something for which you are especially thankful for this year. Children 
may be asked to draw a picture of something or someone they are thankful for. 

 

Some people spend part of their Thanksgiving Day in service to others by helping to serve a meal at a 
rescue mission or homeless shelter. Still others will run a race, like the Grateful Gobbler here in 
Chattanooga, in support of a cause or mission. (I’ll be running the Turkey Trot in York, PA Thanksgiving 
morning in support of the YMCA.)  

 

In whatever ways we celebrate Thanksgiving this year may it include an expression of gratitude to the 
One who makes our gatherings, our food and our service, indeed, all things possible. The Heidelberg 
Catechism says that belief in the providence of God makes it possible for us to be "thankful when things 
go well" and "patient when things go against us.” I like that. This Thanksgiving we all find ourselves in 
different situations. Some of us may be thankful and others of us may be patient as we find ourselves in 
challenging circumstances. Paul sums things up by saying that it is God's will for us to be thankful "in all 
circumstances." Really? Well, it may help to note that Paul is not saying we should be thankful for all 
circumstances but in them. When things seem to go against us, I think God expects us to be grateful that 
God’s hand holds us and helps us to endure under the strain. That's a big challenge--to look for reasons to 
be thankful when the going is tough. Sometimes it can be equally difficult for us to be thankful when 
things are going well. We might not think it would be that way. After all, when things go well, we have 
so much to be grateful for. But the very nature of human beings, even if we are Christian, is to overlook 
the bounty of God's good gifts to us, taking for granted what we have received. Let me suggest that today 
you sit still where you are and exercise the gift of noticing. Notice what you see, what you have, and who 
is with you. Notice the color, beauty, and variety around you. Keep noticing and then give thanks to God, 
the Great Giver!    

 

May our lives be filled with both “thanks” and “giving” as we experience God’s amazing grace. 
 
May you have a blessed and joyous Thanksgiving, Pastor Stan Combs 
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Louis Keen  11/20 

Violet Keen  11/20 

Carol Doucette  11/23 

Allyson Fortuna 11/23 

Donna Kuberg  11/24 

Vera Sachleben 11/26 

Dieter Kuberg  11/27 

Samuel Sosebee 11/29 

Steve Jackson  11/30 

Wayne Petersen 11/30 

Loretta Smith  11/7 

Kevin DiStasio  11/11 

Holly Hess  11/12 

Judy DiStasio  11/13 

Ruthi Nichols  11/14 

Judith Oltz  11/14 

Mary Lou Meller 11/18 

Camden Weisner 11/18 

Bruce Hiltunen  11/19 

Tina Bigham  11/1 

Kirk Hiltunen  11/1 

Nicole DiStasio  11/4 

James Fisher  11/4 

Lydia Ballard  11/6 

Bev Bergevin    11/6 

Nancy Fisher  11/6 

Alvin Meller  11/6 

Marty Smith  11/6 

Happy November Birthdays!!! 

 

 

 
(Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 

 
10:00  Blood Pressure 
10:30  Bible study 
11:30  Lunch 
12:30  Program  

 
November OWL Birthdays 
Judy Oltz  Nov 14th 
 
Nov OWL Anniversaries 
(none) 
 
Our program this month is a 
trip to Wanderlinger 
Brewery.  It includes a tour 
and explanation of the 
brewery.  Plus, they have a 
gallery which features local 
artists on a rotating basis.  We 
will leave for the brewery after 
lunch, around 12:15-

12:30.   Carpooling will be 
available.  Wanderlinger is 
located near the Choo Choo 
behind the Moxy hotel.   
 
Upcoming events: 
December: Christmas Party  
 

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

For more information, and/or if 
you would like to make a 
reservation for lunch, please 
call David or Susan Kroft at 
512-773-0383 or  
512-773-0384, by November 1st. 

TLC Learning Center 
 Parent’s-Day-Out Program 

 

Monday & Wednesday 9:00 – 2:00 pm 
Ages 2 – 5-years-old 

$140 per month ($40 registration fee) 
 

Shannon @ 423.619.6715 
Chattanoogalutheran.org 

A sign-up sheet to purchase Christmas poinsettias 
for the sanctuary, chapel, and narthex is on the 
counter in the Social Area.   

Deadline is November 18 to sign up so we can 
place our order.  Poinsettias are 
$7.50 each.  Envelopes are 
provided on the counter for your 
use.  Thank you for your support 
in beautifying the worship areas 
during Christmas. 
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    “Pastor, what is the proper way to get rid of our old family Bibles 
that we have kept beyond their usable life.  Some of them are just old 
and falling apart and others have become torn, or damaged in some 
way?  It doesn’t feel right to simply throw them in the recycle bin, so 
what should we do?”     

    I agree with you because I have an old family Bible dating back to the 
early 20th century that is literally falling apart, plus my dog chewed 
one corner off.  The Lutheran Church has no “rules” pertaining to the proper disposal of Bibles for 
whatever the reason.  There would, in my opinion, be no reason to prevent your recycling old Bibles.  If 
you are not comfortable doing that, you could consider burning it respectfully.  And I feel that is the key 
here: Whatever, however you dispose of that old Bi, and then offer God a prayer of thanksgiving for all the 
blessings that have come to you through His Word. 

    A second question was asked about the journey one takes, that leads to becoming ordained in the 
Lutheran Church.       I suspect that the journey one travels toward serving the Church as an ordained 
minister is deeply personal and different with only certain similar commonalities for each one finally 
reaching that position. We, each of us at some point feel God’s guidance and call as we enter the process 
of effort, study, introspection, and experience. Early on in this process ordination may not be the goal, in 
fact the “goal” may remain unclear. Still, at some point, maybe college, maybe seminary, maybe working 
at a different career a point is reached that pushes you along in an effort to become qualified to receive a 
call to serve a congregation.  And in the ELCA a call is not guaranteed.  In fact the ELCA has strict 
requirements one has to meet before one can be approved by our Bishop for a call to serve a 
congregation.  And we can not even be ordained until we have been approved and received a call to serve 
a congregation. 

    I have been asked to talk about what being born again means. So next month I will try to offer some 
thoughts on this. - Pastor Clay Seneker  

Ask Pastor Clay...Ask Pastor Clay...Ask Pastor Clay...   
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            John Matthew Gray, Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

 S/ Sgt. Dillon O. Cole  - grandson of Jim Cole 

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell          

 Lt. Col. Richard C. Amburn, - brother-in-law of the Sosebees         

Matthew K. Lynch USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

 PV2 Barrett Brown—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Major Raymond Myers - former member of Trinity 

 Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

 Chase Moss and Maxwell Baldridge—nephews of Beth Painter 

Sgt. James Cole, Jr., Marines—grandson of Jim Cole 

 Colonel Richard “Cary” Amburn— Abby & Sam Sosebee’s uncle 

Tonya Josephine Morgan , Army—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn 

Long Term Prayer Requests: 

 

Katy Allison 
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis) 
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel) 
Alice Barnett 
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart) 
Bonnie Bean (James Craig) 
Theresa Bowman 
Josie Boyd 
Sandy Buelow 
Joda Byous 
Martha Caldwell 
Harold Carr (hospice) 
Gene & Laura Cline 
Lorna Conard (Pat Conard) 
Lynda Cosgrove (Fran Balsis) 
Jamie Craven (Fran Balsis) 

Joyce Davis 
Anna-Lisa Detre (Peucker) 
Linda Draeger 
Ernie Engel (former member) 
Jim & Nancy Fisher 
Paul & Ruby Giesel (David Giesel) 
Lindsay Gooden 
Barbara Haar 
James Horrell (Kim Hencke) 
Kayla Harvey 
Gary Hayde 
Teresa Howard 
Ingrid Ives 
MaryAnn Jackson 
Rebecca Krause 
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will) 
Larry Lee (Penticuff family) 
Bob Lewis (former member) 

Mary Manning (Cree Giesel) 
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis) 
Art Minninger 
Barbara Montgomery 
Simon Moss (Nichols family) 
Elfie Owen  
Frank Patterson (Sharon Will) 
Linda Peucker 
Denise Re (Kim White) 
Apryl Reno (Carol Bell) 
Elaine Schoeller 
Ida Seneker 
Karen Smith 
Pat Stonecipher (Joyce Davis) 
Betty & (son) Jeffrey Stuckert 
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family) 
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell) 
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)  
Kim White 
Michael Will (Sharon Will) 
PLEASE….review this list each 
month and inform Laura of changes.  
Thank you! 
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“Won’t You Be My Neighbor” is a new section in Glad Tidings for Trinity.  Each month, I will ask a member 
questions and we will listen to their answers.  In an effort to know each other in a more personal way, we 
may feature ONE ADULT member and ONE CHILD member (depending on response) in every newsletter.  
Please check your email, occasionally , to see if you have been randomly selected. OR complete the form 
found in the Sun Porch area. — Thank you 

Wont you be my neighbor… Pam Smith 
 

??       

Who inspires you? 

 My Husband 

Best concert you've ever been to? 

 Haven’t been to many, but Bette Midler 

Favorite place in the world?  

 My house—my safe place. 

Favorite book (other than bible)? 

 Don’t have one.  I like novels. 

What are you passionate about? 

 Music 

Do you perform volunteer work? Where and why? 

 Most of the groups I play or sing with are volunteer. 

What are you currently watching on Netflix/TV? 

 Great British Bake Off 

Do you have a pet peeve? 

 People who can’t drive. 

What's your secret talent? 

 Don’t have one, so it’s a secret to me. 

What color crayon would you be & why? 

 Red—It’s bold. 

Least favorite superhero & why? 

 Aquaman 

Are you difficult or easy to get to know?  Why? 

 Easy.  I’m an open book. 
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A big thank you to all who contributed, hosted 

and supported the Social Missions ticket auction 
fundraiser last month.  Over $1000 was added to the 
Neighbors in Need fund which finances the food 
vouchers given out at Trinity every Wednesday to 
people in our local community. 

 

Watch for 
bulletin announcements telling of food items needed in the Food 
Pantry.  A box is placed in the Welcome Area to accept donations. 

 

Following a generous ingathering of school supplies which were 
distributed to three local schools, the Social Missions committee will 
turn their attention to preparing Advent Bags.  These are filled with 
household items that cannot be purchased with Food Stamps.  They 
are given out on Wednesdays to voucher recipients during the season 
of Advent.   

 

Congregational support is always appreciated.  Simply note 
"Neighbors in Need" on the envelope for special offerings. 

 
 
We are looking for “OWNERS” and 
“CONTRACTORS.” 

 
 OWNERS would volunteer to maintain an area of 

our grounds. 
 CONTRACTORS would provide a specific service 

(leaf blowing, chain saw, power washing, etc.) 
 
We would also have some project work at times. 
If interested, contact: Dennis Luker @ 810-333-9342 
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On behalf of Publix, we are proud to sponsor 
Trinity Lutheran Church with a gift card 
totaling: $75 
 
Publix was founded in 1930 with the 
philosophy of being involved in our 
communities as responsible neighbors. 
 
Sincerely, 
Colin Edwards 
Atlanta Media & Community Relations 
 



CAREGIVERS  
Support Group will meet Monday,  

November 4th @ 6:00, in the library. 

 

Changes of address: 

 

Jessica Hackathorne 
843-437-1563 

CHRIST CARE/KREIDER - would like to 
send a card shower to Elfie Owen.  She 
has undergone major surgery and is 
staying with her daughter.  She needs 
your prayers for recovery and her 
daughter said cards will be much 
appreciated. 
 

Send cards to: 

Elfie Owen - C/O Peggy Kroswek 

317 Valleybrook Lane 

Hixson, TN  37343 

Good morning, 
 My mother, Linda Conrad, who was a member of Trinity Lutheran 
Church from 1977 through 1996, passed away on October 3 from 
complications of heart failure after a lingering illness. She is survived by her 
husband of 56 years, Tom Conrad, and her children, Melissa Pearce (Steve), 
Thomas Conrad (Lara), Susan Weakley (Randy), and nine grandchildren.  
 Folks who have been around Trinity since that time may remember 
that Mom got her chauffeur’s license so she could drive the big gray church 
bus. I remember her driving the youth group on summer service trips to Rau-
Wood retreat center outside Nashville, with Dottie Bean and Barbara 
Weinhold also chaperoning. She also helped with the Trinity Preschool during 
that time, and was a frequent Altar Guild attendant.  
 Since moving to Loudon, TN, she has been a member of St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Vonore, TN. We are sad to lose her, but we rejoice that 
she is with our loving Lord and Savior. I thought some folks might remember us from that time and would 
like to know. 
 
Thanks so much, Melissa Pearce 
Condolences may be sent to Tom Conrad, 234 Ootsima Way, Loudon, TN 37774. A Celebration of Life will be held for 
Linda at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 4826 Sweetwater Vonore Road, Vonore, TN, on Saturday, October 26, at 2:00 pm.  
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Donations made to the Waddell Scholarship 
in memory of Linda Conrad… 
 

Mary Carlson-Waddell 
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To:  The Members of Trinity Lutheran Church, 
 
I have been privileged to serve on the Waddell Scholarship Committee for the last 4 years.  I recently 
came across a letter written by one of the Waddell Scholarship recipients for the 25th anniversary of 
the Scholarship Fund and I wanted to share her comments with you.   
Some members may be looking for a place to make a charitable contribution prior to the end of this 
year for tax purposes.  I encourage you to read the following excerpt and prayerfully consider the 
Waddell Scholarship Fund.  The normal Scholarship Fund giving campaign will be held in February 
and March of 2020, but contributions are welcome at any time during the year. 
 

Excerpt of letter to Pastor Waddell from Pastor Jenny Mason 
 
Dear Pastor and Trinity Church, 
Wow! 25 years is a long time!  Where is that young high school graduate who was among the 
first to receive the Waddell Scholarship?  I won’t say that it seems like yesterday, but it’s hard 
to believe that 25 years have passed since the first scholarship was given out in your name. 
This many years later I couldn’t even tell you how many years I was a beneficiary of the 
Waddell Scholarship.  I’m pretty sure I received it throughout my undergraduate studies and 
throughout seminary as well.  For me, much more than the money, the Waddell Scholarship 
was my church going with me into the world.  I knew that I could count on my faith communi-
ty, that the scholarship was their way of saying, “We send you into the world with our blessing 
and love.”  And that was so important! 
It was an honor and a privilege to receive the Waddell Scholarship for so many years and I 
love that the scholarship itself honored the pastor who had been so formative in my develop-
ment.  I learned just about everything from Pastor Waddell.  I grew up listening to his ser-
mons, learning from him in confirmation, and observing his pastoral leadership.  I especially 
learned from his enthusiasm for the gospel, from his tireless work ethic, from his priority on 
visiting and evangelism, and from his strong preaching.  … 

The gratitude shown in Jenny’s letter reflected what I saw in the letters from many of our previous 
recipient’s and shows that The Waddell Scholarship ministry has, and continues to have, a profound 
effect on our recipients.  It has now been 35 years since the Waddell Scholarship Fund awarded its 
first scholarship and I am proud to say that Trinity Lutheran Church members continue to recognize 
the value and impact of this ministry. 
 
Thank you, 
Ronald Gladney 
Chairman, Waddell Scholarship Committee 



Those  who serve in NOVEMBER 

Ushers  Ray Painter, Pat Conard Dale & Sam Sosebee, Alan & Marcia Crews 

November 3rd 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Rae Logan, Kathy Moak Vanda Ingham, Gigi Penticuff, Jan Buck 

Asst. Minister Kathy Behling Diane Gray 

Lector Kathy Behling Alan Crews 

Greeters  Kim & Fred Hencke 

Counters Kathy Behling, Dean Lanternier Bobbie Iles, Janet Keith 

November 10th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Debbie Greiner, Sheila Hilley, Jean Reimer Julie Sosebee, Kim White, Fran Luker 

Asst. Minister Mary Jenkins Gary Hart 

Lector Herb Burhenn Gary Hart 

Greeters Kathy Behling Sosebee & Luker families 

Counters Kathy Behling, Carol Bell Julie Sosebee, Ed Shuey 

November 17th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Vicki McGuire, Fran Balsis, Kathy Behling Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde, Sharon Will 

Asst. Minister Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Lector Shula Yelliott Janet Hope 

Greeters Zelma Pack Eleonore Williams, Fran Balsis, Kim White, Sharon Will 

Counters Zelma Pack, Kolleda Hebert Eleonore Williams, Bill Haigler 

November 24th 8:30 11:00  

Altar Guild Mary Gullickson, Marg Petersen, Patrice Sweet Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Bobbie House 

Asst. Minister David Combs  Anne Cain 

Lector David Combs Allen Cain 

Greeters Shula Yelliott Art& Ginny Minninger 

Counters Len & Mary Gullickson Susan Combs, Allen Cain 
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TLC—Trinity Learning Center                    LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee 
OWLS—Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors BMRG—Building, Maintenance, Renovations, Grounds 

SUN M o n  T u e  W e d  T h u  F r i  S a t  

EVERY Sunday 
8:30 & 11:00 
Traditional 
Worship 
9:30 Non-
Traditional 
Worship 
  
  
  

EVERY Monday 
9:00 TLC 
  
  

  
  

EVERY Tuesday 
8:00 ESL 
(downstairs) 
6:30 Scouts 
7:00 Clarinet 
Choir 
  
  
  

EVERY Wed. 
8:00 ESL 
(downstairs) 
9:00 TLC 
10:00 Food 
Vouchers 
  
5:15 Handbells 
6:15 Choir 
(excluding 
summer months)  

EVERY Thurs. 
8:00 ESL 
(downstairs) 
  
  
  

  
  

EVERY Fri. 
8:00 ESL 
(downstairs) 

  

     1 2 
9:00  
Confirmation 
10:00  
Christmas Décor 
3:00 Funeral 

3 4 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 Caregivers 

5 
9:00 PEO 
10:00 OWLS 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 

6 
9:30 Bridge 

7 
 
 
1:00 Quilters 
 
5:30 Exec 
Committee 

8 9 
8:30 Men’s 
Breakfast 
9:00 Knitters 

10 ALL TENNESSEE 
 
10:15 Budget Q&A 
12:00 Evangelism 

11      Veteran’s  
Day 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 ChristCare 

13 
 
 
12:00 Staff 
Meeting 
 
6:00 SSSaints 

14 15 16 
 
10:00 Habitat 
Home  
Dedication 

17 ANNUAL 

CONGREGATIONAL 
MEETING 

18 
 
 
11:00  
Forget-Me-Nots 

19 20 
9:30 Bridge 

21 
 
 
1:00 Quilters 
 
 

22 23 
9:00 Knitters 
10:00 LRPC 
 
 

24 
 
 
2:00 German Club 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
6:30 ChristCare 

27 
 
12:00 Staff 
Meeting 
 
6:00 SSSaints 

28            CLOSED 
Thanksgiving 

29 30 
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If you have an announcement you would like in the bulletin, newsletter, 
or on the internet, please fill out an announcement form (located outside 

the office) and put it in Laura’s mailbox.   
You may also email them to the church office, at  

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com (no pdf. files please).   

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is: Nov 25th! 

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,  
Monday through Thursday.  

If you need to come in at another time, you may make an  

appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.  

 
 
 

Pastor Combs will be in the office Mondays and 

Wednesdays, 9:30—1:30, and by appointment. 
 

If you missed church on Sunday,  

Sermon videos are now available on our Website and Facebook! 

Copies of the full minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in the church 
office. 

Your 2019 Council Members  & Staff are:   
Kathy Behling, President; Janet Hope, Vice President; Shula Yelliott, Secretary; Beth Painter, 
Treas.  Bill Buelow, Judy DiStasio, Diane Gray, Bill Haigler, Kolleda Hebert, Molly Iles, Jeff McGuire, Freia 
Stephens  Staff: Pastor Combs, Carol Burhenn, Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, Jim Faller, & Vicki McGuire 

 
September 2019 Financial Report 
 
A full set of Financial Statements are available upon request, or are available in the 2018 Annual 
Report outside of the office. 

Sunday School Opportunities 

 Herb Burhenn’s Bible Study 
Class will study St. Francis of 
Assisi.  The class begins about 
9:45 in the library. 

 Family Faith Formation is a 
multi-generational interactive 
bible discussion for middle 
schoolers, high schoolers and 
adults.  They meet during the 
Sunday School hour in the Paul 
George Room.  All are 
welcome, so bring your donut 
and coffee and join us any week 
you can. 

   Children’s Sunday School 
meets in the Youth Room 
immediately following the 9:30 
service.   Every child, from 
toddler through fifth grade, is 
encouraged to come, make 
friends, play games, and learns 
about Jesus, the Bible, and 
what it means to be a Christian.  
We end class each week by 
holding hands and reciting the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
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Welcoming people to Christ  for over 50 years 

Traditional Services with Holy Communion at 
8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Non-Traditional Chapel Service with  
Holy Communion at 9:30 

Phone: 423-870-1236 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs 

revstan@comcast.net Phone: 717-578-6851 

Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Carol Burhenn—Care Coordinator 

caburnenn@gmail.com  Phone: 423-886-4167 

Congregational Council 

council@lutherantrinity.com 

~ Through the Love of Christ ~ 

We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of 

Christians sharing in God’s love with one another, the 

Chattanooga area, & the world. 

(received after the September newsletter, but left out of the October for lack of space) 
 

Letter from Mary Blackburn… 

 
Dear Friends and my Church Family, 

 

Bob and I were married for 51 years and members of Trinity since 1978.  I am remiss in not writing 
Thank Yous to all of you before now, but Bob’s death and leaving a church I treasured has been much 
too difficult. 

 

I am still having trouble accepting his death.  He fought and beat cancer twice in the last 3 years, but 
the last cancer was the one that beat him.  I know I slipped out of town without saying goodbye, but it 
was too difficult to leave all of you.  I miss seeing you each Sunday and Jim playing the piano and organ 
and Pastor’s meaningful words. 

 

Thank you for such a special funeral, Pastor, and a great meal after, Carol.  Our church has been so 
caring and supportive of me and my family that it is difficult to leave, but I live in Knoxville now and 
attending Faith Farragut.  I will request a letter of transfer soon, but for now I will remain a member of 
Trinity. 

 

In Christ’s love, 
Mary 


