
 

 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
You may recall that last summer I was to be on a three-month sabbatical. This time of renewal and 
learning (to take place after every six years of service) was part of my agreement with the 
congregation when I accepted the call to become your pastor seven years ago.  
 
However, what we didn’t count on was a once every hundred-year pandemic to come our way. Given 
the fluidity of the situation, travel restrictions and parish needs it didn’t seem prudent to take the entire 
summer away from the congregation. Instead, I took one month of the sabbatical last summer to cover 
commitments I had made that couldn’t be canceled and retained the remaining two months for this 
summer. As a result, I will be away on sabbatical during the months of June and July. For almost the 
entire two months I will be out of state and traveling to various locations.  
 
Last month, I offered a Bible study entitled, “Beyond the Plague: Lessons for Christians and 
Congregations.” During each session, we explored various lessons that as the people of God we can 
glean from our time in the midst of COVID 19. Among those lessons was this one: “Time spent 
outside of our normal routine can be renewing.” This is something, of course, that the Bible teaches 
from the very beginning when God created the sabbath. The sabbath is intended to be a day of renewal 
– with our routines on the back burner and time spent instead worshipping, playing, and spending 
quality time with others. However, the pandemic forced many of us outside of our normal routines 
whether it be school, work, our encounters with others, or regular activities. As a result, we discovered 
that while we missed some of those routines, we also discovered that time outside of our regular 
schedule can be renewing in ways we might not have anticipated. Many discovered new ways of 
doing things and new interests whether it be learning to make sourdough bread, a new hobby or fixing 
things around the house that had been neglected. Others used new skills like Zoom to connect with 
family and friends. We experienced new things that we might not have experienced had we been in 
our regular routine mode. We also came to better understand what really matters to us in our lives. 
 
In a similar fashion, my time of sabbatical will give me the opportunity to step outside of my routine 
and pursue those things that bring rejuvenation to me. Much of my time will be spent with family and 
friends as I look to catch up with those loved ones that I have had limited contact with in the past 15 
months. I love to travel and experience new things and I plan to do some of that on my sabbatical 
adventures. My travel will take me to places like Florida, Pennsylvania, Virginia, New York, D.C. and 
Oregon. As for new learnings – I have planned time for that – in Oregon I hope to do some studying 
of ministry with millennials. Last month, I participated in a Zoom conference entitled, “Gracism – the 
Christian response to racism.” In September I will travel to Lake Geneva to participate in a conference 
entitled, “Now What?” The speakers will help us reflect upon the  
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(Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 
 
Tentative Schedule: 
10:00 NO Blood Pressure Check 
10:30 Bible Study with Herb Burhenn 
11:30 BYO Lunch and social time 
 
June OWL Birthdays 
11 – Janet Keith 
18 – Tacy Gorton 
21 – Greg Keith 
24 – Shirley Nettleton 
 
June OWL Anniversaries 
Jim & Linda Cole      
6.6.61 
Herb & Carol Burhenn 6.15.68 
Art & Ginny Minninger 6.28.63 

 
WELCOME BACK OWLS! 
We had a small but wonderful 
Parliament for our May 
meeting. 
 
Now it’s time to welcome June 
with our annual picnic at 
Chester Frost Park, Shelter 1. 
We will meet at 10:00 for 
socializing followed by a 

devotional from Pastor 
Elise.  A boxed lunch from Rib 
& Loin will be provided.  There 
is no charge.  It’s a gift to 
you.  If you are not on Loli 
Allen’s or Carol Hayde’s lists 
for monthly phone 
reservations but would like to 
attend, please call or text 
David or Susan Kroft (David 
512-773-0383/Susan 512-773-
0384) to let us know you will 
need a lunch.  We need you to 
respond by Friday morning, 
May 28th, so we can give a 
total number of lunches 
needed to our food providers. 
We don’t want any OWLS to 
go home hungry.  We will also 
have the speakers/events 
survey available for those who 
have yet to voice their 
preferences. 
 
Harold Humphries has 
reserved 25 seats at the 
Cumberland Playhouse on July 
20th to see “Driving Miss 
Daisy”.  Cost is $25.00 per 
person.  Harold is still working 
on lunch details so stay 
tuned.  He also needs to know 
who will attend before the end 

of June, as well as your ticket 
payment. 
 
JUNE: 
Picnic at Chester Frost Park 
 
JULY: 
Cumberland Playhouse 
 
AUGUST: 
????? 
 
We welcome everyone to come 
be a part of OWLS.  If you 
have not yet attended one of 
our meetings or events, give us 
a try.   

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

For information or if you would 
like to make a lunch reservation, 
please call  
David or Susan Kroft  
at 512-773-0383 or  
512-773-0384. 

Tracey Hiltunen 6/1 

Dana Ortega 6/1 

Alexiis Woodfin 6/3 

Anne Cain  6/4 

Jon Hansen  6/4 

Eloise Baker 6/5 

Courtney Baker 6/10 

Janet Keith  6/11 

Hope Kimble 6/11 

Dale Sosebee 6/13 

Dick Reimer 6/14 

Lynda Watson 6/17 

Tacy Gorton 6/18 

Ann Pope  6/18 

Harrison Fortuna 6/20 

Cookie Herrin 6/20 

Greg Keith  6/21 

Michael Veale 6/22 

Jaxon Veale  6/24 

Brian Hackathorne 6/27 

Shirley Nettleton 6/27 

Sarah Hencke 6/28 



    “Pastor, talk about the beatitudes and what they mean.” 
  
    In the Gospel according to St. Luke, the 6th chapter Jesus tells us: “Happy are you poor, because yours is 
the Kingdom of God. Happy are you who are hungry now because you will be filled.  Happy are you who 
weep now because you will laugh.  Happy are you when men will hate you and shut you off from their 
company and insult you. . .” 
    It is very difficult to believe that Jesus really believed that many of us would feel great joy over being 
hungry, or joy over the fact that in the future you may laugh, or satisfied that others insult, ignore or shut us 
out of normal society.  Most of us have not been happy to be shut-in, shut-off, and shut-out of what we used 
to consider normal before the pandemic. But we should, those of us who so far, have been protected from 
the serious Covid 19, illness.  The development of the vaccine is truly God at work among His children, for 
our benefit.  
    How can this be, you ask?  Examine verse 24: there Jesus says, “Woe to you who are rich because you 
have all the comfort you are going to get.”  Jesus is developing the idea that those who are not hungry, not 
poor, not sad and weeping, and not shut off from others may have already received payment in full as far as 
receiving God’s redemption.  They may never feel the glory and joy of eternal restitution with God through 
Jesus Christ.  We live with a constant face-to-face challenge of everyday life in God’s world.  How much are 
we willing to take the easy way out, or are we willing to look ahead and even sacrifice for the future good of 
God’s children. 
    I think Jesus recognizes that unhappiness is often an issue for God’s people.  I think this is his way of 
acknowledging the world we live in.  And he uses these feelings of unhappiness to teach the reality that 
living in God’s kingdom is not just one great celebration of victory but a journey with many ups and downs. 
His desire is that at the end of our journey we recognize the great victory that He has given. 
  
Pastor Clay Seneker 

NEW ADDRESSES (please add to your 

directory for future use): 

 

James Craig & Theresa Bowman 

5322 Clemons Road  #505 

East Ridge  TN  37412 

 

Laura Dahlke 

4512 Mayfair Avenue 

Chattanooga TN  37411 

 

 

Ann Pope 

1233 Bernadette Lane  NE 

Atlanta GA  30329 

423-618-7253 

 

Zelma Pack 

2760 Northpoint Blvd #160 

c/o Everlan 

Hixson TN  37343 



Game night is back!  

Starting June 25th , we’ll be bringing 

back game night and we’ll be outside!  

 

Bring yard games  

and your dinner if you want!  

 

The church will provide drinks  

and supplies for s’mores!  

 

Well start up at 6:30,  

looking forward to it!  

Pr Elise 

BACK TO SCHOOL REQUEST 

We will be collecting schools supplies through the month of 

July to distribute to Dupont Elementary..    

We will also have a blessing of the backpacks to bless our 

students as they return to school and bless the collected 

supplies. Trinity's Social Missions Committee is asking members to contribute items 

from this list: 

 (more information to follow) 

 

Blunt scissors              Colored pencils    Crayola Crayons 24ct 

 Clorox Wipes   Glue sticks     #2 Ticonderoga Pencils 

 Markers                            Hand Sanitizer   Wide-ruled spiral notebks 

 Pens     Wide-ruled paper        1” Notebook binders 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gifts given to the Waddell Scholarship: 

Tim & Brenda Waddell 

Blake Waddell 

Blair Waddell Mard 

Jeremy Giesel 

 

Gifts given in memory of Janet Wixson: 

Dean & Cathy Muncy 

Congratulations can be sent to: 

2427 Churchill Ct 

Columbia MO 65201 

OR  

426 English Oaks Dive 

Hixson TN 37343 



PV2 Barrett Brown - Iowa Nat'l Guard—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

T/Sgt. Dillon O. Cole, Marines, son of James M. Cole and Grandson of Jim  

Airman Nicholas A. Cyr, USAF—grandson of Art & Ginny Minninger  

Pfc Owen Dobbins , Army—Great-nephew of Mary Jenkins 

John Matthew Gray, Master Chief Petty Officer John 

Gray, U.S. Navy  

– son of John & Diane Gray 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

Matthew K. Lynch, USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol 

Bell        

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

Tonya Morgan Le & husband Viet Le, Army & Air Force—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn 

Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Shawn & Mark (Marlene Hiltunen)  
Katy Allison 
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis) 
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel) 
Scott Baily (Fran Balsis) 
Alice Barnett 
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart) 
Bill Balsis 
Bonnie Bean (James Craig) 
Mary Blackburn 
Theresa Bowman 
Josie Boyd 
Doug & Jan Buck 
Sandy Buelow 
Robert Burns (Carol Hayde) 
Martha Caldwell 
Gene & Laura Cline 
Lorna Conard (Pat Conard) 

Kathleen & Jamie Craven (Fran 
Balsis) 
Joyce Davis 
Linda Draeger 
Betsy Fryar (Julie Sosebee) 
Paul & Phyllis Giesel (David Giesel) 
Barbara Haar 
Doris Harsman 
Gary Hayde 
June Hoover  (Fran Balsis) 
MaryAnn Jackson 
Hope Kimble 
Rebecca Krause 
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will) 
Larry Lee (Penticuff family) 
Joshua Lewis (Laura Dahlke) 
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis) 
Britt McPherson  

Art Minninger 
Barbara Montgomery 
Elfie Owen  
Apryl Reno (Carol Bell) 
Elaine Schoeller (Anne Cain) 
Ida Seneker 
Karen Smith 
Leon & Pat Stonecipher (Joyce 
Davis) 
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family) 
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell) 
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)  
Keyara White (David Combs) 
Eleonore Williams 
 
Please, update the office. 



Those  who serve in JUNE 

Ushers      

June 6th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Rae Logan Gigi Penticuff 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please check the website           for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     

June 13th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Debbie Greiner, Sheila Hilley, Jean Reimer Julie Sosebee, Kim White, Fran Luker 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please check the website      for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     

June 20th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Vicki McGuire, Fran Balsis, Kathy Behling Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde, Sharon Will 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please check the website      for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters   

June 27th 8:30 11:00  

Altar Guild 
Mary Gullickson, Marg Petersen, Patrice 

Sweet 
Phyllis Sims, Bobbie House 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please check the website    for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     



TLC—Trinity Learning Center                    LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee 
OWLS—Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors BMRG—Building, Maintenance, Renovations, Grounds 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
EVERY Sunday  
 
8:15 Service 
9:30 Contemporary 
Service  
10:30 Bible Study 
11:15 Service 
 
 

EVERY Monday 
 
  
  
  

EVERY Tuesday 
  
6:30 Scouts 
(outside) 
  
  

EVERY Wed. 
 
 

EVERY Thursday 
 
 
  
  
  
  

EVERY Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EVERY Saturday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

1  
9:30 PEO 
10:30 OWLS  

2 3 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
 

4 
 

5 

6 7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 

10 
 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
 
6:00 Exec  
Committee 
 

11 
 

12 
10:00 Knitters 
2:00 POOL PARTY 
 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 

15 16 
 

17 
 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
 
6:00 Council 
 
 

18 
 

19 

20 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 
10:00 Quilting 
 
 
 

25   6:00 Family 
Game Night - ouside 

26 
 
10:00 Knitters 
 
 

27 
 
 
 
 
2:00 German Club 

28 29 30    



Copies of the full, council minutes are available to the congregation  
upon request and are kept in the church office. 

 

Your 2021 Council Members  & Staff are:   
Gloria Rawlston, President    Ingrid Fortuna, VP Jessica Hackathorne, Secretary 
Beth Painter, Treasurer, Bill Buelow, Allen Cain, Cathy Dahlman, Gary Hart, Molly Iles, Dean 
Lanternier, Dennis Luker, Danielle Nichols, Vicki McGuire  Staff: Pastor Anderson, Pastor Combs, 
Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, & Jim Faller 
 
Committee Liaisons: 
Stewardship: Allen Cain 
BMRG: Dean Lanternier 
Children and Youth: Gary Hart 
Endowment/Waddell Scholarship: Ingrid Fortuna 
Evangelism: Vicki McGuire 
Finance: Molly Iles 
Hospitality: Dennis Luker 
LRPC: Gloria Rawlston 
Social Missions: Bill Buelow 
Worship and Music: Danielle Nichols 
Columbarium: Cathy Dahlman 
 

Treasurer's Report 
 
 
A full set of Financial Statements 
are available upon request, or are 
available in the 2020 Annual 
Report outside of the office. 

If you have an announcement you would like in  
the bulletin, newsletter, or on the Trinity Website,  

please fill out an announcement form OR E-mail the office.   

 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is:  

June 21st 

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,  
Monday through Thursday.  

If you need to come in at another time, you may make an  

appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.  

 
 
 

Pastor Anderson will be in the office  

Tuesdays and Thursdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and any other time by appointment. 

 

Pastor Combs will be in the office  

Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and any other time by appointment. 

 

If you missed church on Sunday,  

Sermon videos are now available  

on our Website and Facebook! 



 
 
 
 
 

Sunday School Pool Party 

Saturday, June 12, 2021 

2:00 until ??? 

  

Dinner will be provided. 

Please RSVP so we know how many people to plan for. 

  

Sondra & Gary Hart’s House 

7983 Rhodes Farm Way 

Chattanooga, TN 37421 

Cell: 423-902-2297 

  

  

Sunday School Rally Day 

Sunday, August 8, 2021 

  

Sunday school starts back on August 8
th.  We will begin class at 10:15, or 

as soon as the contemporary services concludes.  We have a new curricu-

lum called Grow Kids.  We will meet downstairs in the main room.  Each 

Sunday will begin with everyone together for prayer requests.  We will 

separate into two groups for age appropriate lessons.  Everyone will 

come back together for the Lord’s Prayer at the end.  Call Sondra Hart at 

423-902-2297 with questions. 



 

 

We are looking for “OWNERS” and “CONTRACTORS.” 

 

OWNERS would volunteer to maintain an area of our grounds. 

 

CONTRACTORS would provide a specific service (leaf blowing, chain saw, 
power washing, etc.) 

 

We would also have some project work at times. 

If interested, contact: 

Dennis Luker @ 810-333-9342 

 

Spring has sprung ... you know the rest.  I am proposing (and volunteering to head) a 
volunteer group under the direction of the BGMR Chair (Jeff McGuire) to be titled "Lay 
Weeders.”  As a group, we would work to maintain and improve the attractiveness of 
the church grounds.  This proposal does NOT replace the mowing and trimming 
service currently in place.   

Specifically, I envision two possible groups of volunteers -- Owners and Contractors.  
"Owners" would take ownership for maintaining a specific area of the grounds.  This 
could be an individual, a family or a group/team.  The grounds would be divided/
parceled, and these individuals would sign up to maintain/improve their area.  If so 
motivated, they could help out others and/or on larger projects.  "Contractors” would 
be those volunteering to assist the owners or on large projects with their specific 
volunteered skill.  This could include chain saw work, power washing, leaf blowing, etc.  
We're looking for individuals or groups to assist in the clean-up and maintenance of 
our grounds.  Progress has started along the fence line ... most recently, along the north 
end by the dealership.  If you are interested in "owning" an area or providing a service 
as needed, please let me know ... Dennis Luker @ 810-333-9342.  Currently, I am in 
need of a leaf blower. 



Welcoming people to Christ  for over 60 years... 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs 
E-mail: revstan@comcast.net  Phone: 717-578-6851 

Pastor Elise Anderson 
E-mail: pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com   Phone: 803-730-2466 

Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com   Text:  423-834-4337 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Congregational Council 

council@lutherantrinity.com 

 
 

8:15 Traditional Service w/ Communion                                    

& Facebook Live @ Trinity Lutheran—Worship Central 

9:30 Contemporary Service (Gym) w/Communion 

11:15 Traditional Service w/ Communion 

~ Through the Love of Christ ~ 
We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of 

Christians sharing in God’s love with one another,  
the Chattanooga area, & the world. 

(Cont’d from front) 
 
pandemic and consider the implications and changes that will happen in the Church as a result of it.  
 
While I am away, I will leave you in very competent hands. Pastor Elise will be here to continue to 
shepherd the congregation while I am away. In June she will be assisted by Pastor Harold Christensen, 
In July, she will be aided by Pastor David Klepper.  
 
I want to thank the congregation for providing time and resources to make this time of renewal and 
rejuvenation possible for me. I look forward to returning to you refreshed in August and more 
importantly, continuing our ministry together on behalf of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In Christ’s service and yours, 
 
Pastor Stan Combs 


