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“SYMBOLS” 
 

As a Southerner I was always a bit surprised how often I saw the confederate battle flag on display at homes, 
on the front license plates and even in the back of the beds of pick-up trucks in south central Pennsylvania. 
Now, don’t get me wrong. I take great pride in the South and its accomplishments, of which there are many. I 
have, to be sure, listened to more than my share of good Southern rock music and even went so far as to take 
an elective in college on Southern literature and its contribution to the literary world. However, I have always 
been confused by those who chose to select the confederate “stars and bars’ as a symbol of Southern heritage. 
Frankly, it simply has never done it for me. 
 
This is especially true when one considers the emergence of this flag to prominence within its historical con-
text. First of all it was not the official flag of the Confederate States of America. Indeed, the “stars and bars” 
began to primarily appear on state flags and over state capitals in the 1950’s and early 60’s in direct response 
to the civil rights movement. I suppose, the battle flag, was chosen because it waved in defiance of desegrega-
tion and in support of a way of life where Jim Crow laws held many in suppression.  
 
For me, the true symbol of Southern heritage is hospitality. It’s not whether we like our chicken fried, whether 
we like the smell of sweet magnolias, or the taste of muscadine wine or whether we enjoy banana pudding or 
the texture of grits. No, for me, the hallmark of Southern heritage is how we treat our neighbor and how we 
care for one another. It’s that genteel spirit of courtesy, charm and generosity. This to me is the true symbol of 
Southern heritage.  
 
If we must rally around a flag let it be the one that represents all fifty states; the one we will look to this month 
as we once again celebrate our nation’s independence; the flag we turn to as we sing the “Star Spangled Ban-
ner” at ball games; the flag our children pledge allegiance to with this words, “I pledge allegiance to the flag 
of the Unites States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation under God, indivisible, with 
liberty and justice for all.” Yes, if we are to rally around a flag let it be this one which to the world represents 
the “land of the free and the home of the brave.”  
 
Whether you are away or at home this Fourth of July take time to give thanks to God for the many blessings 
God has bestowed on us as a people and a nation. 
 
In Christ’s service and yours, 
 
Pastor Stan Combs 
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Adult Sunday School Opportunities 
Herb Burhenn’s class is studying the Hebrew prophets.  Herb’s class meets at 9:45 in the church library. You are 
welcome to join the class after the 9:30 service. Herb will be out of town on July 26th so the class will not meet 
on that Sunday.  
Mike Brandt’s class is studying Basic Theology. They meet in the fellowship hall (Paul George Room) after the 
9:30  service, around 10:10 and the class continues throughout the summer. 
Lutherans On Life (LOL) is a multi-generational interactive bible discussion for people of all ages that meets dur-
ing the Sunday School hour in the Paul George room.  It is led by Jeremy Giesel and Sondra Hart.  The curriculum 
is designed specifically for multi-generational groups, so families and friends, both young and old, can learn to-
gether and discuss throughout the following week.  The class has "adopted" a special family to help throughout 
the year, makes Easter baskets for shut-ins, and puts together goodie boxes for college students.  This dynamic 
class is full of laughter and fellowship.  All are welcome, so bring your donut and coffee and join us any week 
you can. 

  The question was asked: “Why do other denominations object to the Creeds we use in 
our worship and deny that Jesus descended to the dead (or hell)?” 
  

    It is sometimes guesswork to understand why others hold onto certain positions of belief, but I of-
fer these thoughts:  Often this objection comes from the early and often misguided teaching within 
those denominations.  Some object to use of the Creeds because such a summary view of the Gospel 
message somehow threatens their overall views.  I personally view their objection as being more di-
rected toward two phrases in the creed. (1) We believe that Jesus descended to the dead (to hell, or 
hades, the place of the dead). And (2) that we believe in the holy catholic church. 

    Our claim to believe in the holy catholic church too often is understood to mean that we believe in 
the Holy Roman Catholic Church.  This is a misunderstanding of the use of the English language.  The 
word “catholic” (note, catholic is not capitalized) means the totality of all fellow Christians, or as an 
alternate wording says : “We believe in the Holy Christian Church.”  We ELCA Lutherans believe that 
Christ formed one holy (set apart) people.  This one holy Christian/catholic church was formed to 
serve as Christ.  And we do this with much room for improvement. 

    When we profess to believe that Christ descended to the dead, we join the early Church Fathers in 
believing that Christ, after his death, went to the place of the dead, and witnessed to them allowing 
them to understand and accept God’s grace and love for them.  St. Peter witnesses to this in the third 
chapter of First Peter, 3:19 and 4:6ff.  If Christ had not gone to those persons who had already died 
how else could they have learned of the great love and forgiveness God offers His people. 

    It seems clear that other denominations may understand, and teach the Bible and Church history 
differently from ELCA teachings and some are misguided in my opinion.  Our ELCA teachings on grace 
and love offer a solid, grace filled understanding of the Good News of God, Jesus the Christ, if we 
would only seek it out and participate with regularity.      

In Christ together, 

The Rev. Clay Seneker 



 

 

 
 
 
 

OWLS in July 
The OWLS will be going to the Cumber-
land County Playhouse in July with our 
usual lunch stop at the State Park. 
PLEASE sign up on the sheet in the Wel-
come Center NOW to indicate you are 
going and which show you prefer. You 
will be called about details when Bob 
Lewis has confirmed the plans. 

In August we will h ave a speaker 
about bees and beekeeping that you 
will not want to miss. 
 
July Birthdays 
Terry Pearce—7/8 
Joyce Davis—7/12 
Janet Hope—7/13 
Elfie Owen—7/14 
Mary Blackburn—7/17 
Zelma Pack—7/18 
Bill Pack—7/23 
Pam Smith—7/25 
 
 

Happy Ju ly B i rthday!!  

Chandler Gilbert—7/4 

Jean Reimer—7/5 

Peggy Grall—7/6 

Bob Honeycutt—7/6 

Deborah McAllister—7/6 

George Sachleben—7/7 

Terry Pearce—7/8 

David Bergevin—7/10 

Len Gullickson—7/10 
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Connie Odom—7/11 

Joyce Davis—7/12 

Lindsay Hart—7/13 

Janet Hope—7/13 

Connie Howard—7/15 

Vic McPherson—7/15 

John Wilson—7/15 

Mary Blackburn—7/17 

David Combs—7/18 

July Anniversaries 
Carol & Gary Hayde—7/6/90 
Teresa & Gary Howard—7/17/64 
 
 

Old enough to know my limits, 
young enough to exceed it. 
—Unknown 

Zelma Pack—7/18 

Ryan Patterson—7/18 

Rev. Waddell—7/18 

Vanda Ingham—7/19 

Bob Kurz—7/19 

Sandy Rathjen—7/19 

Brian Fuller—7/20 

Martha Caldwell—7/22 

Bill Pack—7/23 

Marianne Zumbrun—7/23 

Pam Smith—7/25 

Mary Cole—7/27 

Jim Cole, Jr.—7/27 

Claudia Bargiel—7/28 

Paula Moore—7/28 

Carol Roark—7/31 

For those interested in ordering a magnetic 
name badge, please sign the list on the Name Tag 
table in the breezeway.  The cost of each badge is 
$6.00 and we will place orders periodically once 
we have at least 12 badges to order.  The badges 
are gold in color with green lettering.  The pins 
can be ordered with a magnetic backing or pin 
style for those who cannot wear magnets.  We 
will, of course, still be offering the lanyard style 
name badge.  Sign up on the name tag table. 

Trinity Lutheran Church 

Your Name Here! 

Attention Knitters, Crocheters, and Quilters 

and ALL Women of the ELCA 

Bind Us Together Knitters meets 
on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. on 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays. Bring in your 
knitting or crocheting and join us! 
Or, if you’d like to learn, we have 

some pretty good teachers available. 

Women of the ELCA meet every 2nd Tuesday at 
12:30 for Bible study. Bring your lunch! On the 4th 
Tuesday, our Bible study time is in the evenings at 
5:30. July 28 we will discuss Dinah of “The Red Tent.” 
 

Ladies Night Out will be taking a break during the 
summer. We will resume 3rd Tuesday nights out in 
September. 
 

Mission Quilts—The quilting group is taking a short 
vacation and will be active again in the fall. 
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A report from Synod Assembly attendees, Don & Annette Ralston: 

In June, we, along with Pastor Combs, represented Trinity at the Southeastern Synod Assembly in Birmingham.  We 
participated in two days of meetings and workshops addressing issues and concerns of the Synod.  We are grateful to 
have had this opportunity. 
 

The theme of the assembly, We are Church, emphasized our connection in Christ to all people in the world, there being 
no discernment in gender, color, nationality, or where we live.  This was also reflected in the three worship services 
where we sang songs and heard the Gospel read in German, Swahili, and Spanish.  Fortunately English translations 
were available. 
 

During the business sessions, we listened to committee reports relating the widespread reach we have helping people 
in our community, states, country, and in the world.  Also the Synod Green Team reported their efforts in preserving 
the environment through congressional lobbying and encouraging congregations to take their own initiative in crea-
tion care.  During each of the business sessions, Dr. Mark Allen Powell from Trinity Lutheran Seminary humorously 
presented a Bible study.  We could have listened to him a lot longer.   
 

Each day provided opportunities to become more educated in an area of interest through numerous workshop choic-
es.  We attended two: Forgiveness and Reconciliation and Sex Trafficking in the United States.   
 

We were impressed with the leadership and the great number of volunteers willing to guide and execute the many 
synod programs.  Especially heartwarming was seeing the number of youth involved in the SE Synod Lutheran Youth 
Organization.   
 

Attending the Synod assembly was a wonderful experience for us.  The level of organization beyond Trinity is now 
more real and we can appreciate the efforts others are doing on our behalf. 
 

Annette and Don Ralston 

BACK TO SCHOOL REQUEST 

Although the start of school may seem far off, it's time to begin collecting school supplies to help stock the Back-
To-School Shop at the Northside Neighborhood House.  Trinity's Social Missions Committee is asking members 
to contribute items from a list provided by NNH during the month of July.   

Visit www.nnhouse.org for the complete list or pick up a copy on your way out at the School Supply collection 
box in the sunroom near the fellowship area.  It's also possible to visit Walmart.com or Amazon.com to view the 
Northside Neighborhood House Wish List and have items shipped directly to the NNH. 

Some of the items on the list are: 

Backpacks                                   Blunt scissors                     College-ruled paper  Colored pencils 

Crayola crayons                         Disinfecting wipes Erasers                                             Glue sticks  

Index cards             Markers                                 Pencils                                              Pencil boxes 

Pencil Pouches                           Pencil sharpeners              Pens     

1-Subject notebooks                 Wide-ruled paper              Watercolor Paints 

http://www.nnhouse.org
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July 5 8:30 11:00 

Lectors Herb Burhenn Eleonore Williams 

Altar Guild 
Nancy Fisher, Rae Logan,  
Nancy Gubish, Lori Weisner Vanda Ingham, Gigi Penticuff 

Communion Asst. Kathy Behling Diane Gray 

Asst. Minister Kathy Behling Diane Gray 

Greeters Nancy & Jim Fisher Ed & Mary Ann Shuey, Jeff & Vicki McGuire 

Ushers-July Ray Painter, Pat Conard, Len Gullickson 
Dale Sosebee, Sam Sosebee, Alan & Marcia 
Crews, Christian Giesel 

July 12  8:30 11:00 

Lectors Barbara Bakkom Julie Sosebee 

Altar Guild 
Susan Gilbert, Beverlee Bergevin, Cindy 
Anthony Julie & Abby Sosebee, Freida Jennings 

Communion Asst. Mary Jenkins Gary Hart 

Asst. Minister Mary Jenkins Gary Hart 

Greeters Jeff & Vicki McGuire Sosebee Family 

July 19 8:30 11:00 

Lectors Carol Burhenn Janet Hope 

Altar Guild 
Vicki McGuire, Barbara Bakkom, Jean 
Reimer Karen Smith, Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde 

Communion Asst. Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Assisting Minister Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Greeters  Eleonore Williams, Betsy McSweet 

July 26 8:30 11:00 

Lector Kathy Behling Gary Hart 

Altar Guild 
Mary Gullickson, Sheila Hilley, Debbie 
Greiner Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Jan Buck 

Communion Asst. Kathy Behling Gary Hart 

Assisting Minister Kathy Behling Gary Hart 

Greeters  Bob & Betty Stuckert, Joe & Janet Hope 

Remember—If you have an announcement you would like in the bulletin, newsletter, or internet, 

please fill out a form (they are in the welcome area on the counter) an put them in Pam’s mail—box.  

You may also email them to the church office.  Thanks. 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is: July 23 



Pastor Schimmer, Sue Wyse, Evelyn Carroll, Sandy Buelow, Herb & Caryl 
Warnemuende, June Keller, Dot Brown, Linda Peucker, Carolyn Fuller 

David Wolfe- friend of David Giesel 

Ruby Giesel—David Giesel’s mother 

Jon McKenzie – by Loli Allen 

Kadye Sokborikit, Trisha Morris, Tracie Evitt, Leila Pratt, Amanda Layne, Talbert 
Williams, Emily Davis, James Davis, Joe King, Elizabeth Helton, Priscilla Scott, Terry Griffith, Angela Foster, Gwen, Gail Ap-
pel, Ursula Carter, Bobbie Hudgins, Lota Alsup, Tom, Teresa, Franklin McCallie, Katy Attala, Bill Humphreys, Laura Lester, 
Profitable S.A.G.E., Montgomery Schuh, Pat Caelda, Colin Malefakis—by John Wilson 

Don Travis, the Garrison Family, Jeremy Ross, Olivia Haislip—Julie Sosebee 

John Rawlston—Mark Rawlston’s father 

Warren Smith, Diane Stacey, Bill Chepul—friends of Cree Giesel 

           John Matthew Gray, Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - Great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

 Sr. Airman Dillon O. Cole  

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell          

 Lt. Col. Richard C. Amburn, - brother-in-law of the Sosebees         

Matthew K. Lynch USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

 PV2 Barrett Brown—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Major Raymond Myers - former member of Trinity 

 Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

 Chase Moss and Maxwell Baldridge—nephews of Beth Painter 

Lance Corporal James Cole, Jr., Marines 

 Lt. Adam Carter, U.S. Navy, Beverlee Bergevin’s nephew 
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Our office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an appointment by calling the church office (870-1236).  

Pastor Combs will be in the office Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00—1:00, and by appointment 
Jeremy will be in the office on Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

If you missed church on Sunday, sermons are now available on our website and Facebook! 



S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

EVERY Sunday 

8:30 & 11:00 

Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Non-

Traditional   

Worship 

EVERY Monday 

9:30 TLC 

 

EVERY Tuesday 

 

EVERY Wed. 

9:30 TLC 

10:00 Food 

Vouchers 

7:15 Volleyball  

EVERY Thursday 

7:30 Praise 

Band 

 

EVERY Friday 

8:00 a.m.  Friday 

Work Crew 

 

9:45 Adult Sun-

day school 

 

  1 2 

 

3 
 

4 

 

5 

12:15 Media/PR 

6 

Church office 

closed  

 

7 REACH 

9—2:30 

8 REACH 

9—2:30 

9 REACH 

4:00—BMRG 

6:30—Exec. 

Committee 

10 

 

11 

8:30 Men’s Break-

fast @ Trinity 

9:00 Knitters 

11:00 Fiber Arts 

Group 

12 

12:15 Evangelism 

 

13 

 

14 REACH 

12:30 Women of 

the ELCA 

 

15 REACH 16 REACH 

 

17 

 

18 

19 

5:00 Council 

20 21 REACH 

 

22 REACH 23 REACH 24 

 

25 

9:00 Knitters 

26 

2:00 German 

Club 

27 

 

28 REACH 

5:30 Women of 

the ELCA Bible 

Study 

29 REACH 30 REACH 31   
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2015 Council Members and Responsibilities 
WELCOME:   Hospitality - Kathy Behling; Evangelism/Publicity - Freida Jennings 
SEND:   (Social Missions, etc.) - Gigi Penticuff 
SUPPORT:   BMRG - Lynda Watson (temporarily); Finance - Shelia Hilley 
EQUIP:   Worship & Music - Michael Frixen; Youth - Gary Hart 
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We will again be taking in new members in July. The new 
members class will be on Saturday, July 25 from 2 to 4 
p.m. The new members will be joining the church on Sun-
day, July 26th at their preferred services. 

All men of the church are invited to share in the fellowship of the 

men’s breakfast, Saturday, July 11 at 8:30 a.m. There’s always plenty 

to eat and much conversation about what’s right and wrong in the 

world, along with any other topic you’d like to bring up. Join us! 

Last month we learned all about fish and celebrated Father's Day. Our fish les-
sons involved painting and the fine art of how to glue things together. We also 
talked about Bible verses Genesis 1:21, Jonah 2:1, and Matthew 14:19, as well as 
the Bible stories that go with them. 

We look forward to July and the fun that it will bring. Remember, you are always 
welcome! The children love visitors. Also, if you know of anyone looking for a 
part-time preschool program, please tell them about us! 

TLC Learning Center 

 The TLC Breakfast Club will meet again on Saturday, July 18th at 9:30 a.m. at The 

Meeting House located on Dayton Boulevard in the heart of Red Bank.  This great little coffee shop (with 
breakfast items) is located in the former Red Bank Drug Store, site of Trinity’s first church services!  Please 
consider joining us for breakfast and fellowship.   Bring your friends too!  If you have any questions, please see 
Susan Gilbert or send an email to susanmgilbert@comcast.net.   

Caring for the Caregiver - “It’s not easy being green.” Kermit the Frog 

There are a lot of things in life that are not easy.  A few examples:  Your first day at 

school, your first date or your first job.  Each of these life moments are made easier if 

you have support.  Did your mother walk you to school for the first very day of school 

so that you didn’t have to face the new day alone? If she did, she was supporting you.   

She was your caregiver.  Someday you may be her caregiver…..caregiving is not easy 

no matter how much you love the person. 

 

If you are a mother, father, child or spouse, the likelihood that you will have an encounter with caregiving is 

very real. Caregiving brings with it a set of challenges that are better met when the caregiver has access to a 

good support system…..what better place to find this support than in your faith community at Trinity. 

 

Janet Hope (retired Professor of Sociology) and I are planning to offer a Caregiver Support Group beginning 

in September.  If you are interested, please use the sign-up sheet in the coffee area to let us know what day 

and time work best for you. 

 

Carol Burhenn, RN, Parish Nurse 

mailto:susanmgilbert@comcast.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=kermit+the+frog&view=detailv2&&&id=312FF7AADD3625634038476176C7C0A1C22C622F&selectedIndex=2&ccid=5jbuct9D&simid=608045504329679275&thid=JN.qGLPO1NbY273%2bYs6fr7r3w


Comments from Your Council 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President, Lynda Watson, and opened with a devotion given 

by Alan Crews. Roll call was taken.  Kathy Behling, Gigi Penticuff, and Art Minninger absences were ex-

cused.   
 

Highlights and motions from the June meeting are itemized below: 
 

 Motion made by Alan and seconded by Gary to approve all items on the consent agenda.  Motion ap-

proved.   

 Paul George Room Renovation Report was submitted by Herb Burhenn.   

 Motion made by Alan and seconded by Michael to approve the development of a Caregivers Sup-

port Group for Trinity.  Motion approved.  

 Janet Hope and Carol Burhenn will also offer to the congregation educational programs to help 

members understand some of the challenges that go along with being caregivers and aging. 

 Motion made by Gary and seconded by Alan to accept Pastor’s report as presented.  Motion ap-

proved. Noted from Pastor’s report was the attendance for May. During the month of May,     

Trinity averaged 41% of the membership in attendance at worship.  The average for the SE Synod 

is less than 25%.    

 Motion made by Michael and seconded by Beth to allow the youth to conduct all three services 

on August 16, 2014.  Motion approved. 

By-law proposals need to be submitted to the secretary by August 1 so that changes can be en- 

tered on computer and then printed for the August meeting.  At that time, the new changes will 

be discussed.  Final vote by council on changes will occur in September.  

Copies of the full minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in the church office. 
 
In Christ, Mary Jenkins, Council Secretary 
 

May 2015 Financial Report 
TLC monthly budget is $30,016.88, $30,698.50 was received.   
There was an additional $2259.00 given to dedicated accounts (ie Neighbors in Need, Waddell Schol-
arship, Youth Fundraisers, etc).   
Monthly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for May is $7,333.71.   
Year to date gifts are $156,496.07.  There was an additional $15,495.10 given to dedicated accounts (ie 
Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc). 
Yearly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) year to date is $27,578.74. 
A full set of Financial Statements are available upon request. 
 

Committee Report 
Dinners or Receptions for Bereaved Families 
Carol Wilburn is the head of this ministry at Trinity.   
These meals are prepared and served by several ladies of the church after the funeral service.  This 
meal gives family and friends the opportunity to gather and spend time with close family and friends. 
If you are interested in serving in this ministry, contact the church office or Carol Wilburn. 
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Mere Christianity by C.S. Lewis (Harper Collins, 2001) 

 

In 1941 a lone voice on BBC radio broke through the terror and destruction in England brought by German bomb-
ers.  With thousands of lives lost, buildings turned into rubble, and hearts despondent, that lone voice brought 
hope and faith to British citizens defending themselves against Nazi Germany. 
 

Born in Belfast Ireland in 1898, C.S. Lewis was that lone voice who spoke in a friendly or conversational tone 
about the common or central meaning of the Christian faith.  His broadcasts were compiled into his book entitled 
Mere Christianity.  Lewis hoped that his radio broadcasts would bring one into the hall of Christianity and later 
one could make a decision about which room or Christian denomination to enter. 
 

During the course of his life, Lewis became a novelist (The Chronicles of Narnia; The Screwtape Letters; Surprised 
by Joy; etc.), Christian apologist, and Chair of Mediaeval and Renaissance Literature at Magdelene College, Cam-
bridge.  He was reared in the Church of Ireland, became an atheist at age 15, and later returned to Christianity 
through the support of his Oxford friend and colleague, J.R.R. Tolkien. Mere Christianity is a compilation of his 
World War II BBC radio broadcasts which were initially published in three parts: Broadcast Talks (1942), Chris-
tian Behaviour (1943), and Beyond Personality (1944). 
 

What follows are a few quotations from Mere Christianity providing insight into Lewis’ understanding of the 
Christian faith and my reflections about them. 
 

Law of Human Nature  
Reflecting on the universal knowledge of God from human nature, Lewis thought: These, then, are the two points I 
wanted to make.  First, that human beings, all over the earth, have this curious idea that they ought to behave in a 
certain way, and cannot really get rid of it.  Secondly, that they do not in fact behave in that way.  They know the Law 
of Human Nature; they break it.  These two facts are the foundation of all clear thinking about ourselves and the uni-
verse we live in. 
 

Lewis’ comments on the Law of Human Nature encouraged me to review parts of St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans.  
In Romans 1:20 St. Paul wrote: Ever since the creation of the world his (God’s) eternal power and divine nature, in-
visible though they are, have been understood and seen through the things he has made.  So they (unbelievers) are 
without excuse; for though they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became fu-
tile in their thinking, and their senseless minds were darkened. 
 

St. Paul left no one with an excuse when it came to honoring God because knowledge of God was revealed through 
nature.  In a similar though moral argument, Lewis condemned sinful humanity who knows right from wrong by 
the Law of Human Nature, but does not do the good. 
 

The Perfect Penitent—In this chapter Lewis explained the dynamics of repentance and then revealed his interpre-
tation of the theology of the atonement with these words: 
 

But supposing God became a man - suppose our human nature which can suffer and die was amalgamated with 
God’s nature in one person - then that person could help us.  He could surrender His will, and suffer and die, be-
cause He was man; and He could do it perfectly because He was God. You and I can go through this process only if 
God does it in us; but God does it only if He becomes a man. That is the sense in which He pays our debt, and suf-
fers for us what He Himself need not suffer at all. 
 

Reading Lewis’ theology of Christ’s atonement for our salvation reminded me of one of the Christian classics writ-
ten by St. Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury, who lived from 1033 to 1109. In Anselm’s work, Cur Deus Homo 
(Why God Became Man), Anselm developed the theology of atonement as satisfaction for sin against God.  This 
founder of scholasticism reasoned that only a human being can bring satisfaction for human sin against God and 
yet this process could only be made possible by God.  Thus, Jesus who was truly God and truly man could atone 
for our sins. 
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Good Infection - Lewis summed up the essence of the Christian faith as follows:  Every Christian is to become a 
little Christ.  The whole purpose of becoming a Christian is simply nothing else. 
 
In Martin Luther’s treatise, The Freedom of a Christian (1520), he reminded us that we are to be a Christ to one 
another:  As our heavenly Father has in Christ truly come to our aid, we also ought freely to help our neighbor 
through our body and its works, and each should become as it were a Christ to the other...that we may be truly 
Christian. 
 
Even though Luther wrote of becoming a Christ to one another, it was Lewis who popularized the term little 
Christs.  Thus, Luther and Lewis both concluded that living in Christ was not self-serving, but a way to share this 
transformed life in loving ways with our neighbors. 
  
Is Christianity Hard or Easy? - According to Lewis some Christians believe that life will become easier once there 
is a conversion to Christ.  However, Lewis’ answer is both shocking and refreshing: 
 
The Christian way is different:  harder and easier.  Christ says ‘Give me All. I don’t want so much of your time and 
so much of your money and so much of your work:  I want You.  I have not come to torment your natural self, but 
to kill it.  No half-measures are any good.  I don’t want to cut off a branch here and a branch there, I want to have 
the whole tree down.   I don’t want to drill a tooth, or crown it, or stop it, but to have it out.  Hand over the whole 
natural self, all the desires which you think innocent as well as the ones you think wicked - the whole outfit.  I will 
give you a new self instead.  In fact, I will give you Myself:  my own will shall become yours.’ 
 
Several years before Lewis spoke on BBC radio, German theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer published his popular 
work, The Cost of Discipleship.  Bonhoeffer wrote that when Christ calls us unto Himself, we are to die to sin and 
walk in the way of faithful discipleship.  Christ’s grace is costly because it costs us our selfish lives and yet this di-
vine grace gives us the only true life.  Similarly, Lewis wrote that Christ will kill our natural self with its wicked-
ness and give us the grace of new life in Christ. 
 
Lewis covered many other topics in Mere Christianity such as faith, hope, love, and forgiveness. He did not center 
his thoughts on the concept of justification as would other Protestants  As he explained the basic doctrines of the 
Christian faith, Lewis covered the problem of sin, explained the significance of Christ’s death and concluded with 
the work of the Holy Spirit granting believers a transformed life as God’s sons. 
 
Mere Christianity is worth reading.  Lewis presented the basic, common or mere doctrines of Christianity without 
much of the historic theology jargon.  As stated in the foreword of this book by Kathleen Norris, Lewis’ work was 
a kind of oral literature.  Perhaps Lewis’ oral literature on BBC radio was akin to FDR’s fireside chats.   
 
C.S. Lewis provided that lone voice of faith, reason and comfort on BBC radio during terrorizing times in World 
War II for the citizens of Great Britain.  As we debate issues of life and death in our country and fight a war on ter-
ror, to whom do we look for insight, peace, and spiritual direction?  Who will be that lone voice for us? 
 
+++ 
 
Rev. Gary Schimmer is a pastor in the Southeastern Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, and is on 
leave from call.  He lives in Hixson, Tennessee. 
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