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“A NEW THING” 
 

“Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive 
it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.” (Isaiah 43:18-19) 

 

We are beginning a New Year. I heard about a grandmother who had a tradition of cleaning the house top to 
bottom before the New Year began.  Fresh doilies were put on the backs of the easy chairs. Curtains and car-
pets were vacuumed, and all cob webs were banished! All in preparation for the New Year. As far as this 
grandmother was concerned it was bad luck to begin a New Year with old dirt. 
 
Perhaps the same could be said of our lives as we begin 2016. Dwelling on the past, the old dirt, can dampen 
the bright delight of enjoying a new thing. Old grudges, old hurts, fears, and things that could have been, can 
dampen the possibilities that God holds for us in the coming year. There are many of us who may be glad to 
see 2015 go by the wayside. Perhaps illness, the loss of a loved one, the loss of a job or some other difficulty 
made this past year a difficult one for us.  
 
But God says to us, “See, I am doing a new thing!”The God of heaven and earth, our Creator, our Heavenly 
Parent, wants us to see that God is doing a new thing! A new work in us and for us. “Now it springs up, do 
you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.” 
 
So let’s open our eyes and see it. Open our hearts to receive it. Take this time to ready our hearts for some-
thing new. A fresh start, and a new beginning! 
 
In Christ service and yours, 
Pastor Stan Combs 
 

CONFIRMATION DATES 2016 
Below are the dates for this year’s confirmation retreats 

 
  Confirmation Retreat #3    January 23rd  9:00 am- 1:00 pm 
  Confirmation Retreat #4    February 6th 9:00 am-1:00 pm 

  Confirmation Rehearsal             May 14th  10:00 am-11:00 am 
  Confirmation Day        May 15th   Pentecost 

 
Confirmation Make-up Retreat (if needed)        April 23rd   9:00am-1:00 pm 
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   Pastor, “What is the ELCA view on abortion?” 

              Webster’s Dictionary helps with this simple sounding but complicated 
        question.  It tells us: “Abortion is the spontaneous or induced expulsion 
  of a nonviable human fetus.”  This helps introduce us to this very serious question that too 
many women and men struggle with today.   

    We Lutherans teach and believe that life is given by God and therefore is sacred.  We commonly reject 
allowing doctors to assist with suicide.  But then being the sinful people that we are we commonly take 
actions that place our own and other lives at risk.  We support actions of the corporate world that too 
often cause the untimely death of workers and users of their products.  We send men and women into 
dangerous places to “defend us here at home.”  We encourage the killing of people for certain 
crimes.  We drive our autos negligently, placing our own and other lives at risk.  So, as we consider the 
question about induced abortion we should recognize that we approach this question with certain prej-
udiced understandings of life and death. 

    I believe that induced abortion should be rare but always a private matter between a woman and her 
doctor, and hopefully her family and minister.  My wife suffered a miscarriage years ago and I was 
shocked to hear the term abortion used to describe what had happened and then to find the term used 
on medical forms later.  Few women who suffer a miscarriage need anyone looking over their shoulder 
to determine if something wrong has been done.  So, those who want to criminalize induced abortion 
should consider the possible harm from any investigative process. I can remember the days when       
induced abortions were secretive, back-room episodes, offering great danger to the health of the one 
undergoing abortion.  I sometimes think that the “good Christians” who want to outlaw induced abor-
tion believe that any harm or damage like this is appropriate punishment for them.  

    As a minister of the Gospel I have always sought to offer support for the person considering their op-
tions, whether or not to have an induced abortion.  There are many serious reasons why one may con-
sider the induced abortion option.  There are legitimate health reasons, serious financial concerns, rela-
tionship issues, life-stage issues, and other serious reasons that drive a decision to abort.  Then there is 
the real question of when life begins for a person?  Does it begin at conception or does life begin when 
the child takes its first breath and is able to live outside the womb?  Lutherans are not of one mind on 
these questions and the Scriptures are not as clear as some would have you think.  I, for one, am glad 
that the ELCA has not taken a hard-line anti-induced abortion position, but encourages her members to 
seek counseling before undergoing induced abortion.  And counseling is very appropriate following any 
abortion whether induced or spontaneous.  Your Pastor is here for you! 

    It seems clear to me that induced abortion will remain an issue for Christians for some time into the 
future.  We ELCA Lutherans can do many things to help limit induced abortion.  We can advocate for 
better care and support for young mothers, offer assistance to young families, make birth control more 
available, offer better sex education to our young people and I’m sure many of you can think of other 
ways.  Our goal should be to make induced abortion rare. 

  Pastor Clay Seneker 



 

 
 
 
 
 

OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutheran Seniors)  
TUESDAY, February 2 

 

There will be NO January meeting. 
 

January Birthdays 
Bill Buelow—1/27 
 

January Anniversaries 
Bettie & Terry Pearce—1/22/72 

 
 

Happy January Bi r thday!!  

James Craig—1/1 

Linda Doll—1/1 

Molly Iles—1/2 

Pam Sherrets—1/2 

Clay Seneker—1/4 

Barb Bakkom—1/7 

Joshua Gray—1/7 

Emmaline Patterson 1/7 
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Grant Yelliott—1/7 

Rex Smith—1/8 

Kristiina Braden—1/9 

Luke Nelson—1/9 

Gloria Rawlston—1/9 

Boge Wurcipto—1/10 

June Keller—1/12 

Foy Watson—1/13 

Theresa Haar—1/14 

Jeffrey Nunes—1/15 

Susan Gilbert—1/16 

Daniel Ortega—1/16 

Anja Utt—1/20 

Gene Haar—1/21 

Noreah Velliquette 1/21 

Steve Wixson—1/22 

Christian Woodfin—1/22 

Bill Buelow—1/27 

Sue Wyse—1/28 

Jim Faller—1/29 

Angela Smith—1/29 

Adelaide Wigren—1/29 

Ingrid Ives—1/31 

Margaret Jones—1/31 

Senior Moment:   A few days ago while shopping for get well cards, I witnessed a real expression of 

love.  A very aged woman in a wheelchair was also looking at greeting cards. A younger woman stood by 

her side.  Each time the older woman picked a card, the younger one would read the entire card to her 

then the card would be returned to its place in the rack and another card was selected.  The younger 

woman was patient and kind despite the fact that this ritual went on for some time.  Sometimes we are 

in such a hurry that we forget the importance of expressing love through patience.                            

Blessings,  

Carol Burhenn, RN, Parish Nurse 

Congratulations and Blessings to 

Linda Tate & Charlie Hendrickson 

who were married here at Trinity 

on Saturday, December 5th.  
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Attention Knitters, Crocheters, and Quilters 

and ALL Women of the ELCA 

Bind Us Together Knitters meets 
on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. on 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays. Bring in your 
knitting or crocheting and join us! 

Or, if you’d like to learn, we have some pretty good 
teachers available. 

Women of the ELCA meet every 2nd Tuesday at 
12:30 for Bible study. Bring your lunch! On the 4th 
Thursday, our Bible study time is in the evenings at 
5:30.  

Ladies Night Out will meet on Tuesday, January 
19th at El Meson. It’s located behind Red Lobster. 
Meet there at 5:30. 
 

Mission Quilts— Contact Tacy Gorton for more in-
formation. 

HEALING SERVICE –  The healing services will resume on the 3rd Sunday of 
January, the 17th,  at 4:00 p.m. 

Adult Sunday School Opportunities 
Herb Burhenn’s class is studying the Hebrew prophets.  Herb’s class meets at 9:45 in the church library. You are 
welcome to join the class after the 9:30 service. The class will not meet on December 27th, January 3rd or Janu-
ary 10th.  
Mike Brandt’s class is studying Basic Theology. They meet in the fellowship hall (Paul George Room) after the 
9:30  service, around 10:10. 
Family Faith Formation is a multi-generational interactive bible discussion for people of all ages that meets dur-
ing the Sunday School hour in the Paul George room.  It is led by Jeremy Giesel and Sondra Hart.  The curriculum 
is designed specifically for multi-generational groups, so families and friends, both young and old, can learn to-
gether and discuss throughout the following week.  All are welcome, so bring your donut and coffee and join us 
any week you can. 

Garrison Keillor loves to share stories about       

Lutherans.  One of his 

much published “lists” 

about  Lutherans in-

cludes the following ob-

servation: “Lutherans 

believe their pastors will visit them in the hospital, 

even if they don't notify them that they are there”.  

Our pastors are phenomenal folks with many tal-

ents but omniscience isn’t one of them.  Our pas-

tors depend on you to let the church office know 

when you or your loved one is hospitalized.   

All men of the church are invited to share in the fellowship of 
the men’s breakfast, Saturday, January 9 at 8:30 a.m. at the 
church. There’s always plenty to eat and much conversation 
about what’s right and wrong in the world, along with any other 
topic you’d like to bring up. Join us! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=healing+service&view=detailv2&&id=0E53AA27BAA528F9E0C9CDFBF9939F2A6A36315F&selectedIndex=4&ccid=OyhNtwtU&simid=608050731381163494&thid=JN.ua4v0cHLTdytJqtiUzG1Xw
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=visitation+pastor&view=detailv2&&id=BD946B8AB8BC2AF866E804264851187675868C05&selectedIndex=3&ccid=vmLzKzTH&simid=608024210097047421&thid=OIP.Mbe62f32b34c78ef294b53328ebf67124o0
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January 3 8:30 11:00 

Ushers-January Joe & Louise Prevo Doris Harsman, David Giesel, Bob Lewis 

Altar Guild 
Nancy Fisher, Rae Logan,  
Nancy Gubish, Lori Weisner Vanda Ingham, Gigi Penticuff 

Lector Kathy Behling Eleonore Williams 

Asst. Minister Kathy Behling Diane Gray 

Greeters Nancy & Jim Fisher Ed & Mary Ann Shuey 

Offering Counters Kathy Behling, Dean Lanternier Alan Crews, Bobbie Iles 

January 10  8:30 11:00 

Lectors Mary Jenkins Julie Sosebee 

Altar Guild 
Susan Gilbert, Beverlee Bergevin, 
Cindy Anthony Julie & Abby Sosebee, Freida Jennings 

Asst. Minister Mary Jenkins Gary Hart 

Greeters  Sosebee Family 

Offering Counters Vera Sachleben, Dean Lanternier Ed Shuey, Vanda Ingham 

January 17 8:30 11:00 
Lectors Barbara Bakkom Alan Crews 

Altar Guild Vicki McGuire, Jean Reimer Karen Smith, Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde 

Assisting Minister Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Greeters Jeff & Vicki McGuire Eleonore Williams, Fran Balsis 

Offering Counters Kathy Behling, Dean Lanternier Eleonore Williams, Bill Haigler, Sue Combs 
January 24 8:30 11:00 

Lector Herb Burhenn Eleonore Williams 

Altar Guild 
Sheila Hilley, Mary Gullickson, 
Debbie Greiner Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Jan Buck 

Assisting Minister Kathy Behling Fred Weinhold 

Greeters Joe & Janet Hope Ed & Mary Ann Shuey 

Offering Counters 
Len & Mary Gullickson, Dean 
Lanternier Alan Crews, Janet Keith 

January 31   

Lector Mary Jenkins Diane Gray 

Altar Guild 
Beverlee Bergevin, Susan Gilbert, Cindy 
Anthony Vanda Ingham 

Assisting Minister Mary Jenkins Diane Gray 

Greeters  Sosebee Family 

Offering Counters Carol Hayde, Dean Lanternier Sue Combs, Dean Lanternier 

Remember—If you have an announcement you would like in the bulletin, newsletter, or internet, 
please fill out a form (they are in the welcome area on the counter) and put them in Pam’s mailbox.  
Note that mailboxes are located beneath the name of the person you’re looking for!                    
You may also email them to the church office (no pdf. files please).  Thanks. 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is: January 21st  



Long Term Prayer Requests: 

Pastor Schimmer, Evelyn Carroll, Sandy Buelow, Caryl Warnemuende, June Keller, 
Dot Brown, Linda Peucker, Carolyn Fuller 

Robin Blackwell, Johnny Johnson, Kadye Sokborikit, Trisha Morris, Tracie Evitt, 
Leila Pratt, Amanda Layne, Emily Davis, James Davis, Joe King, Elizabeth Helton, 
Priscilla Scott, Terry Griffith, Angela Foster, Gwen, Gail Appel, Ursula Carter, Bob-
bie Hudgins, Lota Alsup, Tom, Teresa, Franklin McCallie, Katy Attala, Bill Hum-

phreys, Laura Lester, Profitable S.A.G.E., Montgomery Schuh, Pat Caelda, Colin Malefakis—by John Wilson 

Don Travis, the Garrison Family, Jeremy Ross, Olivia Haislip—Julie Sosebee 

John Rawlston—Mark Rawlston’s father 

Warren Smith, Diane Stacey—friends of Cree Giesel 
 

 

Please let us know if you have someone you’d like to add or if a name can come off the list. 

           John Matthew Gray, Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - Great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

 Sr. Airman Dillon O. Cole  

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell          

 Lt. Col. Richard C. Amburn, - brother-in-law of the Sosebees         

Matthew K. Lynch USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

 PV2 Barrett Brown—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Major Raymond Myers - former member of Trinity 

 Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

 Chase Moss and Maxwell Baldridge—nephews of Beth Painter 

Lance Corporal James Cole, Jr., Marines 

 Lt. Adam Carter, U.S. Navy, Beverlee Bergevin’s nephew 

Colonel Richard “Cary” Amburn—deploying to Africa March, 2016 (Abby & Sam Sosebee’s uncle) 
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Our office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an appointment by calling the church office (870-1236).  

Pastor Combs will be in the office Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00—1:00, and by appointment 
Jeremy will be in the office on Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

If you missed church on Sunday, sermons are now available on our website and Facebook! 



S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

EVERY Sunday 

8:30 & 11:00 

Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Non-

Traditional   

Worship 

EVERY Monday 

9:30 TLC 

 

EVERY Tuesday 

 

EVERY Wed. 

9:30 TLC 

10:00 Food 

Vouchers 

5:15 Handbells 

7:00 Choir 

7:15 Volleyball  

EVERY Thursday 

 

EVERY Friday 

8:30 a.m.  Friday 

Work Crew 

 

9:45 Sunday 

school 

 

 

    1 New Year’s 

Day 

2 

3 Installation 

of New Council 

12:15 Un-

decorate the 

church 

4 

 

5 6 Epiphany 

9:30—Bridge 

Clubs 1 & 2 

7 8 Council Re-

treat Begins 

9 Council Re-

treat Continues 

8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:00 Knitters 

10  

The Baptism of 

Our Lord 

12:15 Media/

PR, Evangelism 

11 12 

5:30 Worship 

& Music mtg. 

13 

Noon—Staff 

Meeting 

14 

4:00 BMRG 

15 16 

17 2nd Sunday 

of Epiphany 

12:15 Hospi-

tality 

4:00 Healing 

Service 

18 MLK Day 

11:00 Forget 

Me Nots 

19 20 

9:30—Bridge 

Club 2 

21 

5:30 Finance 

Meeting 

22 23 

9:00 Confirma-

tion Retreat 

9:00 Knitters 

24 

12:15 Thank 

You Luncheon 

25 26 27 

Noon—Staff 

Meeting 

28 29 30 

31       
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TLC Learning Center is ready for January! We will be studying "Amazing 
Animals" and the colors black and white. Our playground fundraiser was 
met with an overwhelming response for which we are beyond grateful. Our 
children are going to have the best playground on the block! Thanks again! 

 The TLC Breakfast Club will meet on Saturday, January 16th at 9:30 a.m. at The Meeting 

House located on Dayton Boulevard in the heart of Red Bank.  This great little coffee shop (with breakfast 
items) is located in the former Red Bank Drug Store, site of Trinity’s first church services!  Please consider 
joining us for breakfast and fellowship.   Bring your friends too!  If you have any questions, please see Susan 
Gilbert or send an email to susanmgilbert@comcast.net.   

Trinity Homeschool Enrichment Program's fall semester was packed with 
Bible, chimes, Spanish, beautiful crafts, P. E., Native American History, and 
even a little Physics. We will start our spring semester on Thursday, January 
7th. The children have enjoyed the program so much and everyone is looking 
forward to January. Thank you for your support! 

Thank you for your generous gift of $300 to the 
Chattanooga Area Food Bank.  As always, you can 
trust the Food Bank to be a careful steward of every 
dollar we receive. In fact, 97¢ of every dollar goes 
directly to our programs and services that help hun-
gry people. Thank you for giving so many hungry 
children and families a reason to be thankful this 
holiday season. 

Thank you for your gift of $5,000 to the 
Standing on the Promise campaign for         
Lutheranch. The completion of this appeal 
will enable us to construct a 40-room retreat 
center that will serve up to 60 adults and 40 
youth at the same time. If we raise enough 
funds, we hope to begin construction in the 
summer of 2016. Thank you again for your 
commitment and partnership.   

Thank you so much for the Christmas gift bags. We 

understand they were assembled by Trinity Youth. 

Sure enjoy all the goodies. As we unpacked the gift 

bags, we were mindful of the joys of Christmas and 

the warmth of being a part of the Trinity family. 

Many thanks! “The Joneses” - Margaret & Richard  

I would like to thank my Trinity family for 

all the treats, cards, phone calls, and visits 

during my recent rehab for a broken foot. I 

was overwhelmed! Thank you again. 

Bertie Rotureau  

mailto:susanmgilbert@comcast.net


December Council News 
 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President, Lynda Watson, and opened with a devo-

tion given by Beth Painter.  
 

Roll call was taken with all Council members present with the exception of Sheila Hilley whose ab-

sence was excused.  Also in attendance were Freia Meldorf, Jeff McGuire, Bill Buelow, Diane Gray, 

Bill Haigler, Molly Iles, and Shula Yelliott. 
 

Highlights and motions from the December meeting are itemized below: 
 

 Motion made, seconded, and approved all items on the consent agenda  

 Motion made, seconded, and approved to accept Pastor’s report.   Highlight that 23 new mem-

bers were received in 201. 

 Motion from Executive Board to donate entire Christmas Eve offering with gifts designated to be 

distributed between Lutheran and local charities.  Motion seconded, with discussion following.  

Question called  for and approved.  

  Motion made, seconded, and approved to accept Treasurer’s report. Acknowledged that for 

Christmas, a monetary gift was given to each staff member in thanksgiving for God’s blessings.  

 

Copies of the full minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in the church 
office. 
 
In Christ,  
Mary Jenkins, Council Secretary 
 

 

 

November 2015 Financial Report 

TLC monthly budget is $30,016.88: $ 31,142.59 was received.  There was an additional $4150.42 given to 

dedicated accounts (i.e. Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc).   

Monthly loss (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for November is $16,871.75.  This is due to 

the loss in the ELCA Endowment Account for the 3rd quarter of $16,455.59.  The actual loss for November 

was $416.16. 

Year to date gifts are $334,089.67.  There was an additional $ 32.020.42 given to dedicated accounts (ie 

Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc). 

Yearly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) year to date is $15,074.17. 

A full set of Financial Statements are available upon request. 
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Welcoming people to Christ  for over 50 years 

Traditional Services with Holy Communion at 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Non-Traditional Chapel Service with  

Holy Communion at 9:30 

Phone: 423-870-1236 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 
 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs—Senior Pastor 

revstan@comcast.net Phone: 717-578-6851 

Pastor Chris Hansen—Visitation Pastor 

hansen@mindspring.com Phone: 423-991-2638 

Father Bob Leopold—Minister of Outreach & Faith 

Formation—bob@southsideabbey.org Phone: 451-6755 

Jeremy Giesel—Youth and Children’s Ministry 

jeremygiesel@yahoo.com 

Pam Smith—Administrative Assistant 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Carol Burhenn—Parish Nurse 

caburnenn@gmail.com  Phone: 886-4167 

Congregation Council 

council@lutherantrinity.com 


