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 The season of Lent, the forty days (minus Sundays) prior to Easter, began as a time for training and disci-
pleship, especially as a time of preparing candidates for baptism at Easter. As time passed Lent also be-
came a time of spiritual preparation and renewal for all the faithful as they gave special attention to the 
ministry and passion of Christ. Although Lent has often been associated with such devotional practices as 
self-denial, fasting, self-examination, and penitence, it should be remembered that all of these practices 
are means to an end; they are meant to help us focus on what it means to be followers of Christ. There is 
certainly nothing wrong with self-denial and giving something up for Lent. They can certainly help us fo-
cus on the sacrifice of Christ and what it means to be a disciple following in the Lord’s footsteps.  
 
But I would like to suggest that there is another practice that we can utilize in Lent that can also help us 
focus on what it means to be a follower of Christ and that is to try something new for Lent. What might 
that look like? Well, how about singing in the choir for six weeks. How about volunteering in the office 
for the season of Lent? Maybe visit a committee and find out more about their work. How about commit-
ting to a weekly special gift to “Neighbors In Need” or the “TLC” ministry for the season of Lent? Perhaps 
you might trying playing the hand bells or helping out with food vouchers. Maybe it is as simple as com-
mitting to attending midweek Advent suppers and worship every Wednesday. There are many and vari-
ous ways that you could try something new in the area of ministry and grow and learn during these six 
weeks of Lent.  
 
They say that it takes about six weeks for a habit to develop. Trying something new for six weeks is a 
good gauge to help get a sense of whether a new endeavor might be for you. And if you discover that it is 
not part of your calling that too is an important learning.  
 
So how about it? Consider trying something new this year as a part of your Lenten discipline. There is 
certainly nothing wrong with giving something up for Lent. But trying something new might well prove 
to be a blessing not just to you but to the people of God. 
 
In Christ’s service and yours, 
 
Pastor Stan Combs 
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    An automobile wreck took the lives of a family, including young     
    children.  A friend of the family while being interviewed about this 
                           tragedy said, “I guess God needed some beautiful little angels in heaven.” 

      I really cringed as I listened to this response.  And I must add that I have heard some version 
of this response many times over the years.     This kind of response raises a question:  “Just what kind of 
God would ever do something like this?”  Does this person really believe that God kills people just so He 
can have that person in heaven? 

    I suspect the reality is more likely that people responding with this type of response are simply trying 
to comfort family and friends and maybe even trying to wrap their own minds around a tragic event that 
they themselves have trouble understanding how such things happen in God’s kingdom.  We all, at 
times, struggle with questions such as: “Why do people die?  Why do people die before they have lived a 
full life?  What is a full life? What is death? And maybe this brings us to the real question, Is God in con-
trol?” 

    We Christian Lutherans proclaim every worship service that God is Creator and redeemer.  And we 
acknowledge that we also believe God is much more than just creator and redeemer, but knowing some-
thing as fact is not always feeling it in our hearts.   

    I encourage you, as you attempt to comfort others about sad circumstances, to refrain from such sweet 
sounding spiritual pabulum, and express honestly your feelings about the circumstance you are address-
ing.  It is all right to say, “My heart grieves with you.”  “May God comfort you with his love.”  And many 
other similar responses.  Please don’t say or imply that God caused it.   

Pastor Clay Seneker 

The next Fruit of the Spirits gathering will be at Don and Annette Ralston’s on February 

21st at 2:00 p.m. Please bring an appetizer and a bottle of wine to share. There is a sign-

up sheet on the sun porch. Directions to their house are also available there. 

The Women of the ELCA challenge you to our annual chili cook off!  

This event is open to anyone in the church. We look forward to seeing lots of dif-

ferent kinds of chili. Last year’s winner, Michael Frixen, won with an Hawaiian 

chili. We ask you to cast your votes with cash for the chili you prefer. The cook off 

will take place on February 28th after the 11:00 service in the gym. This is also 

Bold Women’s Sunday and the women of the church will be serving at worship in 

all the services. Please sign up in the Welcome Center. 

Young Adults—February 22nd from 7-8 - "Love Hurts" - We will meet at Embargo 1962 and have a dis-
cussion about Love and how we as Christians are charged to Love those in the world as Christ loves us. 



 

 
 
 
 
 

TUESDAY, February 2 
OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutheran Seniors)  

10:00 a.m.—Blood Pressure checks 
10:30 a.m.—Bible Study 

11:30—Lunch 
 

Mary Ellen Galloway of Family Promise 
will be our speaker. I am sure this will 
be an interesting program for us. 

 
Our speaker for March will be 
Colleen Combs of PACE. 
 

February Birthdays 
Shil Lewis—2/2 
Nancy Gubish—2/13 
 

 
 

Happy February B irthday!!  

Shil Lewis—2/2 

Julie Sosebee—2/2 

Anne Burkhalter—2/3 

Evelyn Kuberg—2/6 

Kim White—2/8 

Nancy Gubish—2/13 

Faith Loveless—2/14 

Susan Combs—2/15 

Emerson Muncy—2/16 
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Louise Prevo—2/18 

Brent Braden—2/20 

Marianne Schmank—2/21 

Ron Gladney—2/22 

Debbie Greiner—2/22 

Emily Detre—2/23 

Regina Schwall—2/26 

Sondra Hart—2/28 

Alexandra Smith—2/28 

New Addresses 

Bob & Ruth Honeycutt  Sue Wyse 
150 Downs Blvd., Apt. A 109  9241 Blackoaks Lane Room 123  

Clemson, SC 29631   Maple Grove, MN  55311 

Are you signed up for the phone tree? There 
are forms in the welcome center. Not only will 
you be signing up for the weekly message, but 
you will also be on the list should any services, 
meetings or rehearsals be cancelled for nasty 
weather! 

If you did not receive a financial 

statement for 2015, please contact 

the church office. If you found an 

error with your 2015 statement, 

please contact Dean Lanternier. 

FIRST COMMUNION INSTRUCTION – Pastor 
Combs will offer first communion instruction on Palm 
Sunday, March 20th from 12:15 – 3:30 pm.  Lunch will 
be provided. Parents are invited and are welcome to 
stay. The material is geared for those in first grade and 
older.  A sign-up sheet is available at the welcome 
center.  

The Youth will again be raising funds on Souper 
Bowl Sunday to purchase animals or water purifica-
tion for Lutheran World Relief Good Gifts program. 
Bring your money in and vote for your favorite 
team! If you would like to purchase a specific ani-
mal, you may place your check in a pew envelope 
and mark it   before your place it in the bucket. 
You are also invited to were your favorite team colors 
to church that Sunday. Show your team spirit! 
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Attention Knitters, Crocheters, and Quilters 

and ALL Women of the ELCA 

Bind Us Together Knitters meets 
on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. on 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays. Bring in your 
knitting or crocheting and join us! 

Or, if you’d like to learn, we have some pretty good 
teachers available. 

Women of the ELCA meet every 2nd Tuesday at 
12:30 for Bible study. Bring your lunch! On the 4th 
Thursday, our Bible study time is in the evenings at 
5:30.  

Ladies Night Out will meet on Tuesday, February  
16th at Fuji Steak and Sushi on Hwy. 153. It’s located 
across from the Staples shopping center. Meet there 
at 5:30. 

HEALING SERVICE –  Our Sunday afternoon monthly healing service is being 
moved to the fourth Sunday of the month. They will still continue to be held at 4:00 
pm. Our next one will be held on February 28th. Since the fourth Sunday in March 
is Easter there will be no healing service.  We will resume on April 24th.  

Adult Sunday School Opportunities 
Herb Burhenn’s class is studying the Hebrew prophets.  Herb’s class meets at 9:45 in the church library. You are 
welcome to join the class after the 9:30 service. The class will not meet on December 27th, January 3rd or Janu-
ary 10th.  
Mike Brandt’s class is studying Basic Theology. They meet in the fellowship hall (Paul George Room) after the 
9:30  service, around 10:10. 
Family Faith Formation is a multi-generational interactive bible discussion for people of all ages that meets dur-
ing the Sunday School hour in the Paul George room.  It is led by Jeremy Giesel and Sondra Hart.  The curriculum 
is designed specifically for multi-generational groups, so families and friends, both young and old, can learn to-
gether and discuss throughout the following week.  All are welcome, so bring your donut and coffee and join us 
any week you can. 

All men of the church are invited to share in the fellowship of 
the men’s breakfast, Saturday, February 13th at 8:30 a.m. at the 
church. There’s always plenty to eat and much conversation 
about what’s right and wrong in the world, along with any other 
topic you’d like to bring up. Join us! 

Mission Quilts—Calling all quilters! The quilting 
group is back together and will be quilting on the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays. They are here from 
2:00—4:00 p.m. You are welcome to drop by and 
help anytime! Contact Tacy Gorton for more in-
formation. 

Make Up Work Day—Our last work day was 
cancelled due to nasty weather. We are re-
scheduling for February 13th, 9-Noon. We will be 
making fabric kits for LWR and going through 
the closet to see if we can make room for quilts! 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=healing+service&view=detailv2&&id=0E53AA27BAA528F9E0C9CDFBF9939F2A6A36315F&selectedIndex=4&ccid=OyhNtwtU&simid=608050731381163494&thid=JN.ua4v0cHLTdytJqtiUzG1Xw
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February 7 8:30 11:00 

Ushers-February Bill & Mary Jenkins, James Craig Jeff Penticuff, Joy Faller, Frank Hilley 

Altar Guild 
Nancy Fisher, Rae Logan,  
Nancy Gubish, Lori Weisner Vanda Ingham, Gigi Penticuff 

Lector Kathy Behling Barbara Weinhold 

Asst. Minister Kathy Behling Diane Gray 

Greeters Jim & Nancy Fisher Ed & Mary Ann Shuey, Joe & Janet Hope 

Offering Counters   

February 14  8:30 11:00 

Lectors Mary Jenkins Abby Sosebee 

Altar Guild 
Susan Gilbert, Beverlee Bergevin, 
Cindy Anthony Julie & Abby Sosebee, Freida Jennings 

Asst. Minister Mary Jenkins Gary Hart 

Greeters  Sosebee Family 

Offering Counters   

February 21 8:30 11:00 

Lectors Barb Bakkom Alan Crews 

Altar Guild Vicki McGuire, Jean Reimer Karen Smith, Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde 

Assisting Minister Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Greeters  Eleonore Williams, Fran Balsis, Kim White 

Offering Counters   
February 28 8:30 11:00 

Lector Carol Burhenn Eleonore Williams 

Altar Guild 
Sheila Hilley, Mary Gullickson, 
Debbie Greiner Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Jan Buck 

Assisting Minister Shula Yelliott Fred Weinhold 

Greeters  Bob & Betty Stuckert 

Offering Counters   

Remember—If you have an announcement you would like in the bulletin, newsletter, or internet, 
please fill out a form (they are in the welcome area on the counter) and put them in Pam’s mailbox.  
Note that mailboxes are located beneath the name of the person you’re looking for!                    
You may also email them to the church office (no pdf. files please).  Thanks. 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is: February 23rd   



Long Term Prayer Requests: 

Pastor Schimmer, Evelyn Carroll, Sandy Buelow, Caryl Warnemuende, June Keller, 
Dot Brown, Linda Peucker, Carolyn Fuller 

Robin Blackwell, Johnny Johnson, Kadye Sokborikit, Trisha Morris, Tracie Evitt, Leila 
Pratt, Amanda Layne, Emily Davis, James Davis, Joe King, Elizabeth Helton, Priscilla 
Scott, Angela Foster, Gwen, Gail Appel, Ursula Carter, Bobbie Hudgins, Lota Alsup, 

Tom, Teresa, Franklin McCallie, Katy Attala, Bill Humphreys, Laura Lester, Profitable S.A.G.E., Montgomery Schuh, Pat 
Caelda, Colin Malefakis, Rev. Dr. Roy A. Medley (prayers for travels into dangerous lands) —by John Wilson 

Don Travis, the Garrison Family, Jeremy Ross, Olivia Haislip—Julie Sosebee 

John Rawlston—Mark Rawlston’s father 

Warren Smith, Diane Stacey—friends of Cree Giesel 
 

 

Please let us know if you have someone you’d like to add or if a name can come off the list. 

           John Matthew Gray, Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - Great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

 Sr. Airman Dillon O. Cole  

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell          

 Lt. Col. Richard C. Amburn, - brother-in-law of the Sosebees         

Matthew K. Lynch USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

 PV2 Barrett Brown—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Major Raymond Myers - former member of Trinity 

 Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

 Chase Moss and Maxwell Baldridge—nephews of Beth Painter 

Lance Corporal James Cole, Jr., Marines 

 Lt. Adam Carter, U.S. Navy, Beverlee Bergevin’s nephew 

Colonel Richard “Cary” Amburn—deploying to Africa March, 2016 (Abby & Sam Sosebee’s uncle) 
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Our office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an appointment by calling the church office (870-1236).  

Pastor Combs will be in the office Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30—1:30, and by appointment 
Jeremy will be in the office on Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

If you missed church on Sunday, sermons are now available on our website and Facebook! 



S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

EVERY Sunday 

8:30 & 11:00 

Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Non-

Traditional   

Worship 

EVERY Monday 

9:30 TLC 

 

EVERY Tuesday 

 

EVERY Wed. 

9:30 TLC 

10:00 Food 

Vouchers 

5:15 Handbells 

7:00 Choir 

7:15 Volleyball  

EVERY Thursday 

 

EVERY Friday 

8:30 a.m.  Friday 

Work Crew 

 

9:45 Sunday 

school 

 

 

1 2 

10:30 OWLS 

3 

9:30 Bridge 

Groups 1 & 2 

4:00 HR Com-

mittee 

4 5 6 

9:00  

Confirmation 

Retreat 

7 Super Bowl 

Sunday! 

12:15 Hospi-

tality 

8 

6:00 Council  

 

9 

6:30 Shrove 

Tuesday Pan-

cake supper 

10 Ash 

Wednesday 

Services at 

noon and 7 pm 

1:00 Staff mtg. 

1:30 Christ-

Care 

11 

5:00 BMRG 

12 13 

8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast 

9:00 Knitters 

9:00 WELCA 

work day 

14 Valentine’s 

Day 

12:15 Evange-

lism 

15 

11:00 Forget 

Me Nots 

16 17 

9:30 Bridge 

Group 2 

6:00 Soup Sup-

per 

7:00 Service 

18 

10:00 Long 

Range Plan-

ning 

19 20 

9:30 The 

Breakfast Club 

in Red Bank 

21 
12:15 JAM Ses-
sion 
2:00 Fruit of 
the Spirits 

22 

7:00 “Love 
Hurts” Young 
Adult Group @ 
Embargo ‘62 

23 
6:30 Christ-
Care 

24 
Noon-Staff 
Meeting 
1:30 ChristCare 
6:00 Soup Sup-
per 
7:00 Service 

25 26 27 
9:00 Knitters 

28  
Bold Women’s 

Sunday / Chili 

Cook off 

2:00 German 

Club 

29 Leap Day!      
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Easter Lilies.  A sign-up sheet to purchase Easter lilies for the sanctuary and chapel is on the counter in 
the Social Area.  Deadline is March 6 to sign up so we can place our order.  Lilies are $6.00 each.  Enve-
lopes are provided on the counter for your use.  Thank you for your support in beautifying the worship 
areas on Easter. 
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In preschool this month we will learn the shape of a heart, the color pink, and ex-
plore "Things That Go." Of course, we will also be celebrating Valentine's Day with 
all of our sweet friends! With winter weather upon us, we try to remind everyone 
that if Hamilton County schools are closed, so are we. If Hamilton County schools 
are on a delay, we will also be on a delay. We want everyone to be safe out there! 

 The TLC Breakfast Club will meet on Saturday, February 20th at 9:30 a.m. at The Meeting 

House located on Dayton Boulevard in the heart of Red Bank.  This great little coffee shop (with breakfast 
items) is located in the former Red Bank Drug Store, site of Trinity’s first church services!  Please consider 
joining us for breakfast and fellowship.   Bring your friends too!  If you have any questions, please see Susan 
Gilbert or send an email to susanmgilbert@comcast.net.   

Our Homeschool Enrichment Program continues to learn Bible, chimes, and 
arts and crafts. They are having a blast together in the gym and youth room 
too! If you know of any homeschooled students in grades 5th-10th, please 
send them our way. In case of inclement weather, if Hamilton County schools 
are closed or delayed, the Homeschool Program will be closed that day.  

To: ChristCare Group c/o Phyllis Sims 
Please accept our thanks for your recent in-kind donation of underwear to the Partnership for Fami-
lies, Children and Adults Rape Crisis Center. Last year, the Partnership touched the lives of more 
than 75,000 people in Chattanooga and surrounding areas. We are grateful for your support. 
Karen Murphy, Resource Development Director, Partnership for Families 
 
To: Trinity Youth 
Many thanks for the Christmas Goodies & Communion service that we received from Maryanne this 
holiday season. This all meant a great deal to us.  God has blessed us with the ages of 88 and 89, 70 
years of a great marriage, children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren. Thanks to all who pre-
pared the gifts. 
Margaret and Harold Carr 
 
Dear Trinity Family, 
Thank you so much for remembering me in such a nice way during the holidays. I enjoyed the candy 
and other goodies very much. I was able to share with other friends. I miss you all but I know you all 
are always there for me. Keep up the good work with Pastor Stan and I know we will go to the goal 
post! 
In Christian love, Dot Brown 
 

mailto:susanmgilbert@comcast.net


January Council News 

In the absence of President Lynda Watson, Pastor Combs called the meeting to order at 5:00.  All coun-
cil members were in attendance. 

Highlights from the January meeting are itemized below: 

Pastor Combs installed council members Gary Hart, Molly Iles, and Beth Painter.  

 A motion was made and seconded to accept the following slate of officers for 2016: Mary Jenkins – 
President; Michael Frixen – Vice President; Gigi Penticuff – Secretary; and Beth Painter – Treasurer.  
Motion approved. 

Council Liaisons for 2016 are: 
 Equip:   Music /Worship – Friea Meldorf 

    Youth & Children – Gary Hart 

 Send:   Diane Gray 

 Welcome:  Molly Iles 

 Support:  BMRG – Jeff McGuire 

    Finance – Bill Haigler 

    LRP & Technical Assist – Bill Buelow 

 Community Care: Shula Yelliott 

 Motion made and seconded to accept the consent agenda.  Motion approved.   

 A vote was taken and the 2016 council will meet on the second Monday of the month at 6.00pm.  

 A motion was made and seconded to designate $27,000 of Pastor Combs’ salary as housing expense, 
$18,644 of Father Bob Leopold’s salary as housing expense, and $8,316 of Pastor Hansen’s salary as 
housing expense.  Motion approved with Pastor Combs abstaining. 

 A motion was made, seconded and approved to accept Pastor’s report as presented.   

The thank-you lunch for the Congregation is January 24th after the late service. 

  A motion was made and seconded to give $1,800 of the Christmas Eve offering to the ELCA Good 
Gifts Fund (stipulating the money go to building three wells) and $1,400 be split evenly between 
two local charities:  the Northside Neighborhood House and Family Promise.  Motion approved 

 A motion was made and seconded to approve the financial reports for December 2015 and the 2015 
EOY report.  Motion approved.  

    Copies of the full minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in      

    the church office. 

In Christ, Mary Jenkins, Outgoing Council Secretary 

 

December 2015 Financial Report 

TLC monthly budget is $30,016.88: $ 44,321.63 was received.  There was an additional $5,821.05 given to 

dedicated accounts (ie Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc).   

Monthly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for December is $7,380.36.   

Year to date gifts are $378,117.30.  There was an additional $ 38.135.47 given to dedicated accounts (ie 

Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc). 

Yearly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) year to date is $22,461.93. 

A full set of Financial Statements are available upon request. 
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February 9—6:30—Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper  

February 10—Services at Noon and 7:00 p.m. Return to the Lord 

February 17—6:00 p.m. Soup Supper, Service at 7:00 p.m. The Barbed Cross 

February 24—6:00 p.m. Soup Supper, Service at 7:00 p.m. The Sovereign Cross 

March 2—6:00 p.m. Soup Supper, Service at 7:00 p.m. The Titled Cross 

March 9—6:00 p.m. Soup Supper, Service at 7:00 p.m. The Cross of Ascent 

March 16—6:00 p.m. Soup Supper, Service at 7:00 p.m. The Arced Cross 

 

There is a sign up sheet on the sun porch if you’d like to sign up to bring a soup 

or bread any of the Wednesday nights. The suppers will take place in the chapel 

while the Paul George room is being renovated. 
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Have you ever left church feeling good about something and wanted to share it? Or perhaps you 
left noticing something that needed attention. Either way, we have a new way for you to com-
municate with us – a feedback form entitled, “How Can We Serve You Better,” is now available at 
the welcome center. Complete the form, sign it and indicate your desire for follow up contact, 
drop it in the box and we’ll take it from there. Any comments regarding Trinity staff members, 
programs, services or our facility would be greatly appreciated – positive feedback as well as con-
structive criticism is always welcome.  Perhaps you have a suggestion for a new ministry or pro-
gram or perhaps you were blessed by a current ministry or program.  This is your chance to share 
concerns or offer encouragement as we work together to be the best that we can be in serving our 
Lord and community.  

Dear Rev. Stan Combs,  

Resurrection Lutheran Church has merged with Ascension Lutheran Church. We sold our building 
and property to the betterment of our congregation. 

We would like to share some of God’s good graces on others in the Chattanooga area that we feel will 
be able to use some of the money for the continuing benefit of worthwhile projects. To that end, we 
wish to make a donation of $5,000 to Trinity’s Youth Ministry for the continuation of your good 
works. 

May our blessings be your blessing. 

Sincerely, Gene Jung, President, Resurrection Lutheran Church 
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Be aware that while the Paul George room is being renovat-

ed some changes might be taking place in other rooms in 

the church in order to accommodate all the groups that use 

the church. Please be patient and try to help out if you are 

able with moving tables, chairs, etc.  



Welcoming people to Christ  for over 50 years 

Traditional Services with Holy Communion at 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Non-Traditional Chapel Service with  

Holy Communion at 9:30 

Phone: 423-870-1236 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 
 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs—Senior Pastor 

revstan@comcast.net Phone: 717-578-6851 

Pastor Chris Hansen—Visitation Pastor 

hansen@mindspring.com Phone: 423-991-2638 

Father Bob Leopold—Minister of Outreach & Faith 

Formation—bob@southsideabbey.org Phone: 451-6755 

Jeremy Giesel—Youth and Children’s Ministry 

jeremygiesel@yahoo.com 

Pam Smith—Administrative Assistant 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Carol Burhenn—Parish Nurse 

caburnenn@gmail.com  Phone: 886-4167 

Congregation Council 

council@lutherantrinity.com 

This month’s newsletter is sponsored by Pat Brandt 

in honor of Pastor Susan Folks, Pat’s sister. 


