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Glad Tidings for Trinity 

“A CHANGE OF PLANS” 
 

Dear Friends,  
 
You know what they say about the best-laid plans of mice and men – they often go astray. Such was the case 
with my sabbatical. Originally, I was to have been on a 3-month sabbatical covering the months of June, 
July, and August. But then the coronavirus hit and with so much in fluctuation and things constantly 
changing it seemed prudent to take a one-month sabbatical this summer and then look to take the other two 
months next summer. 
 
So, many have asked, “What did you do on your mini-sabbatical?” Well, frankly, not much of what I had 
originally planned. Many of you know I’m a baseball fan (Go O’s) and have a personal goal of getting to as 
many major league ball parks as possible. With that in mind, I had tickets to see the Washington Nationals, 
New York Mets, and Philadelphia Phillies play in their respective parks. I also had plans to take my 
grandson Griffin to his first Orioles game. But alas, you know what they say about the best-laid plans, all 
games were cancelled and as I write this the baseball season is just now attempting to get under way. 
However, I still had hotel rooms, so I went to DC and got to see history in the making as I visited and 
explored sites that have recently been in our news – Lafayette Square, the Black Lives Matter Plaza, St. 
Johns Episcopal Church. I may have missed out on a game, but I gained a greater appreciation for the 
complexities of what is taking place in our society. 
 
Sabbaticals are not just about learning but it’s also about relaxing, rejuvenating and recharging your 
batteries so to speak. In addition to making new discoveries, travel and family does this for me. And so, I 
spent a few days at the Jersey Shore. (Turns out I left the same day that Tennesseans were put on the NJ list 
of folks having to quarantine 14 days upon their arrival. Whew!) In my travels, it was interesting to see how 
different states approach the coronavirus in different ways. For instance, in both DC and NJ if you ate at a 
restaurant you had to give the name of someone in your party and their phone number so they could do 
contract tracing if someone at the restaurant had contracted the virus. Also, in Jersey, only outdoor seating 
was allowed, and with social distancing guidelines in place. Philadelphia was the same.  
 
After spending a couple of weeks with Rachel, Luke and Griffin in York, PA. I started the second leg of my 
sabbatical devoted to reconnecting with family and friends. We spent Independence Day with my mother, 
niece, sister, and her family. We kept primarily to ourselves, cooked or brought in our meals and spent lots 
of time boating on the Mountain Island Lake in Charlotte. From there we traveled to Asheville where we 
were joined by David. We stayed at an Airbnb and among other things took Luke and Griffin to their first 
visit to Biltmore House. We also spent time with my brother and stepmom. From Asheville, we traveled to 
were I grew up in Bryson City and Cherokee. Sue and Hope joined us for this leg of the visit. I had the 
opportunity to share many of the sites from my upbringing including the place we lived as well, as the 
elementary and high school I attended. We also visited the Oconaluftee Indian Village – a guided tour of a 
Cherokee Village circa 1700’s. (Tours were limited to only 10 people at a time because of the virus. At 
Biltmore timed tickets were required.) Next, we made our way across the National Park to Sevierville, TN. 
We spent a good bit of time in the Park including a visit to Cades Cove and a hike to a waterfall. (Even got 
to connect with our favorite Park Ranger, Josh Gray!)  
 
Then it was time for Rachel, Luke, Griffin and I to make our way back to PA. We made the trip back in 
stages. The first night we stayed in downtown Roanoke. The next night we stayed at the Skyland Lodge in 
the Shenandoah National Park. We enjoyed several lovely hikes with Griffin traveling in style sitting in 
what could best be described as a seat that attached to his Dad’s shoulders.                         (cont’d on back) 



 
 

 
 
(Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors) 
 
 
 
 
 

August OWL Birthdays 
12 – John Sims 
20 – Fran Balsis 
 
 

August OWL Anniversaries 
Jan & Doug Buck   

August 16, 1958 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The OWLS Bible Study will 
continue on ZOOM   
Tuesday, August 4 at 10:00   
 
We'll be looking at Luke 23.   
 
Please contact Herb 
Burhenn (886-4167 or 
Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu) 
if you wish to be added to 
the invitation list.  If you 
were on the list in July, you 
will receive an invitation 
again  

Everyone is welcome to attend.   

For information or if you 
would like to make a lunch 
reservation, please call  
David or Susan Kroft  
at 512-773-0383 or  
512-773-0384. 

Diana Kreider 8/20 

Edward Shuey 8/20 

Leigh Pendergrass 8/21 

Jeff  McGuire 8/22 

Gary Hayde 8/23 

Cree Giesel  8/24 

Gene Herrin 8/24 

Klaus Peucker 8/27 

MaryAnn Shuey 8/27 

Kim Hencke 8/28 

Carol Ballard 8/29 

Laura Gladney 8/29 

Teresa Howard 8/29 

Beth Painter 8/29 

Bob Jenkins  8/1 

Terry Carlson 8/2 

Grace Dahlman 8/5 

Beth Ortega  8/5 

Eric Baker  8/6 

Logan Weston 8/6 

Jean Carlson 8/7 

Jeff  Penticuff 8/10 

Ida Seneker  8/11 

Miles Baker  8/12 

Adeline Baker 8/12 

Ron Gilbert  8/12 

Mary Gullickson 8/12 

Marlene Hiltunen 8/12 

Rev John Sims 8/12 

Shula Yelliott 8/12 

Connie Dv-Stutz 8/13 

Carol Wilburn 8/13 

Jill Abens  8/15 

Georgia Woodfin 8/18 

Pastor Combs 8/19 

Fran Balsis  8/20 



Herb Burhenn’s Sunday Class will begin 
studying Book of Genesis on August 2 at 
10:15 am.   

 

If you would like to participate, contact 
Herb (Herbert-Burhenn@utc.edu or 886-
4167) so that he can send you a ZOOM 
invitation when we begin.   

How to join a Zoom meeting  
through e-mail or text. 

1. Click on the meeting invite URL that the host 
shared via email or text.  
2. A new tab will open on your preferred web 
browser. If you don't have the Zoom desktop 
app installed, the page will urge you to 
download the app.  
3. Ignore that and skip down to the small 
print: "If you cannot download or run the 
application, join from your browser." 
4. Click the highlighted text in "join from your 
browser".  

Sign in with your name to join the meeting. 

     

 

“Pastor, what is the Christian ethic for for us today?” 

     To consider this question in this time of pandemic and rampant inequality sends us back to examine the 

Christ of the Gospels and to the writings of St. Paul.  Especially is this the case when, as at present, it is so 

obvious that we are accepting, as if they were Christian, ethical standards, where we ignore scientific led 

guidance in responding , or not, to the corona-virus in such a careless manner. And where we seem to think 

that Christian values are not to be considered in deciding who should be elected to help govern our country, 

and who should lead the United States toward a more just economy for all. 

    For me at least, doctrine, liturgy, knowledge of scripture, using scriptural God language, counts far less 

than the actions of people, parties, and leaders of communities, states, and Nation. Being religious, 

expressing faith, are important for the faithful, but leading communities, states and nations require much 

more, a different ethic possibly.  But then I am a Christian and so I tend to judge from a Christian viewpoint. I 

feel that the love of God, as conveyed in the Old and New Testaments, provide the measure we should be 

using. 

    The Gospels show us how our Lord wants us to live, and how our Lord wants us to treat those around us, 

And St. Paul tells us about the struggle of people, of governments, of life, to live up to our loving God’s desire 

for us.  And what is God’s desire for us?  He tells us, “You shall love the Lord your God with all of your heart, 

and with all of your soul, and with all of your mind. This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 

second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments hang all of the law 

and the prophets.” (Matt. 22.37-40.) 

    And who is your neighbor? Your neighbor is not just someone who lives in your neighborhood. Jesus and 

St. Paul  teach us that our neighbor is anyone who we can be a neighbor to. It is a big world with lots of 

neighbors, and then again it is a small world, this lifeboat we live upon, so you and I face many challenges 

about faith, about trust, about sharing all that God has created, provided for His creation. God help us! 

Pastor Clay Seneker 



Katy Allison 
Bruce & Amy Annear (Fran Balsis) 
Lynn Ayers (Cree Giesel) 
Scott Baily (Fran Balsis) 
Alice Barnett 
Colin Bakse (Sondra Hart) 
Bill Balsis 
Bonnie Bean (James Craig) 
Theresa Bowman 
Josie Boyd 
Doug & Jan Buck 
Sandy Buelow 
Martha Caldwell 
Gene & Laura Cline 
Lorna Conard (Pat Conard) 
Jamie Craven (Fran Balsis) 
Joyce Davis 

Linda Draeger 
Ernie Engel (former member) 
Betsy Fryar (Julie Sosebee) 
Paul & Phyllis Giesel (David Giesel) 
Barbara Haar 
Doris Harsman 
Gary Hayde 
MaryAnn Jackson 
Rebecca Krause 
Andy Kunz (Sharon Will) 
Larry Lee (Penticuff family) 
Mary Manning (Cree Giesel) 
Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis) 
Art Minninger 
Barbara Montgomery 
Simon Moss (Nichols family) 
Elfie Owen  

Apryl Reno (Carol Bell) 
Elaine Schoeller (Anne Cain) 
Ida Seneker 
Karen Smith 
Pat Stonecipher (Joyce Davis) 
Perry Sullivan (Jackson family) 
Maureen Turner (Carol Bell) 
Ruth Treadway (Combs) 
Troy Varner (Jodi Doss)  
Keyara White (David Combs) 
Kim White 
Michael Will (Sharon Will)   
Eleonore Williams 
 
Please, regularly update the office. 

John Matthew Gray, Master Chief Petty Officer John Gray, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell 

Matthew K. Lynch, USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

PV2 Barrett Brown - Iowa Nat'l Guard—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

T/Sgt. Dillon O. Cole, Marines, son of James M. Cole and Grandson of Jim  

Tonya Josephine Morgan , Army—niece of Carol & Herb Burhenn 

 
We are looking for “OWNERS” and “CONTRACTORS.” 

 

OWNERS would volunteer to maintain an area of our grounds. 

 

CONTRACTORS would provide a specific service (leaf blowing, chain saw, 
power washing, etc.) 

 

We would also have some project work at times. 
If interested, contact: 

Dennis Luker @ 810-333-9342 



1. Tell a little about you and your life. I grew 
up outside Houston and lived in Texas all my 
life except the first 3 years we were married 
and the 4 years we’ve been here. I attended 
Concordia Lutheran, Austin and Concordia 
Lutheran, Seward (where I met David).  I 
received my Masters in Education from the 
University of Texas, Austin.  We have 3 sons 
and 5 grandchildren.  

2. Who inspires you?  My parents, even though 
they have been Home for many years, I 
remember what they said and did .  David—
because he keeps me on my toes thinking 
about things and trying new things.  

3.  Best concert you've ever been to?  We’ve 
been to many concerts since our youngest son has been in orchestras since middle 
school and now teaches orchestra at a high school in Texas.  Lately,  it would be 
Beethoven’s Fifth by the Chattanooga Symphony.  However, if you counted musicals 
as concerts, it would be “Hair” at the Jones Performance Hall in Houston, which was 
David’s Christmas present the year before we married.  

4.  Favorite place in the world?  The mountains and the beach.  

5.  Favorite book (other than bible)?  I love children’s books- Mo Williams, Dr. 
Seuss, Pete the Cat books are a few.  I like mysteries and historical novels.   

6.  What are you passionate about?  Education, justice, kindness.  

7.  Do you perform volunteer work? Where and why?  No volunteering at this 
time.  Hopefully when life gets saner.  (she helps to organize OWLS) 

8.  What are you currently watching on Netflix/TV?  Father Brown mysteries, 
Frankie Drake mysteries, Antique Road Show.  

9.  Do you have a pet peeve?  People who don’t respect others.  

10.  What's your secret talent?  I finally learned how to make a good roux.  

11.  What color crayon would you be & why?  Red because it shows strength or yellow 
because it’s cheerful.  

12.   Are you difficult or easy to get to know?  Why?  I tend to be shy at first, but easy 
to know and work with.  

Susan Kroft 



Missions & Ministries Committee Endowment Fund 
The Rev. William M. Waddell Scholarship Fund 

 

The Missions / Scholarship Committee met (via Zoom) on April 5, 2020 to review the 
Scholarship Request Applications that were received from applicants within Trinity 
Lutheran Church for the School year 2020.  There were two requests summitted to the 
committee, Ms. Sallie Rawlston and Ms. Abigail Sosebee. 
 
After careful review, the Committee unanimously approved the Scholarship Grants to each 
applicant for the upcoming school year 2020.  The grants were approved based on each 
individuals’ achievements academically and continued involvement in their church life at 
Trinity.   These grants were sent to each applicant with a congratulation letter from the 
committee. 
 
The Rev. William Waddell Scholarship Fund was developed by the Church Council to 
support the Youth and Adults of Trinity Lutheran Church in their education and career 
goals.  This monetary support is designed to recognize outstanding leadership, scholarship, 
citizenship and individual growth on the part of our youth and adults.   
 
As we move into the 5th month of “Social Distancing” because of the Covid 19 Virus, 
contributions to the Waddell Scholarship Fund have declined.  It is for this reason the 
Committee is asking everyone at Trinity to consider this very important Ministry.  
Continued support will guarantee the ability of Trinity to sustain this vital program which 
benefits the youth and young adults of our congregation in their career goals.   
 
Respectfully: 
 
Ed Kohl 
Committee Chairman 



Gifts in memory of Bob Kurz:   
Sam & Carol Wilburn       
Ray & Beth Painter   
Bob & Mary Jenkins 

Change of address: 

 

Doris Harsman  
2062 Hamill Rd   
Hixson TN  37343
   

Ph: 842-5315       

Anita: 364-6210 

If you have an urgent prayer request and would like to have the 

members of Trinity pray for you, please call and have us start a 

Prayer Chain.  It begins with Vicki McGuire and moves through 

many dedicated members of the congregation.  This ensures 

that your church is with you, supporting you, & holding you up 

to God in your time of need.  Vicki McGuire 423/667-8124 or 

Church Office 423/870-1236.    

Additionally, if you would like to be a LINK in the prayer chain list, let us know. 



Get ready to have some fun via ZOOM! 

If you miss a session, don't worry!  They will be 

recorded so you can tune in.    Go to the TLC 
Coffee and Doughnuts Facebook page for the link 

and more information. 
Every week on Wed @ 5:00 pm, until Aug 12,. 



Those  who serve in August 

Ushers      

August 2nd 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Rae Logan, Kathy Moak Gigi Penticuff 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     

August 9th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Debbie Greiner, Sheila Hilley, Jean Reimer Julie Sosebee, Kim White, Fran Luker 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     

August 16th 8:30 11:00 

Altar Guild Vicki McGuire, Fran Balsis, Kathy Behling Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde, Sharon Will 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters   

August 23rd & 30th 8:30 11:00  

Altar Guild Mary Gullickson, Marg Petersen, Patrice Sweet Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Bobbie House 

Asst. Minister   

Lector Please see Pastor Anderson for the special sign-up 

Greeters   

Counters     



TLC—Trinity Learning Center                    LRPC—Long Range Planning Committee 
OWLS—Older, Wiser, Lutheran, Seniors BMRG—Building, Maintenance, Renovations, Grounds 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 
EVERY Sunday  
9:00 Facebook-Live 
Service  
  

EVERY Monday 
  
  
  
  

EVERY Tuesday 
  
  
  

EVERY Wed. 
 

EVERY Thursday 
  
  
  
  
  
  

EVERY Friday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 

2 
Facebook Service 
@ 9 am 
 
 

3 4 5 
 
 
 
 
 
ZOOM VBS @ 5:00 

6 7 
 
 
BIBLE TIME!! @ 12 

8 

9 
Facebook Service 
@ 9 am 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
SackSupperSaints 
7:00 viz ZOOM 

11 12 
 
 
 
 
ZOOM VBS @ 5:00 

13 14 
 
 
BIBLE TIME!! @ 12 

15 

16 
Facebook Service 
@ 9 am 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
SackSupperSaints 
7:00 viz ZOOM 

18 19 
 
 
 
 
 

20 21 
 
 
BIBLE TIME!! @ 12 

22 

23 
Facebook Service 
@ 9 am 
 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
SackSupperSaints 
7:00 viz ZOOM 

25 26 27 
 
 
 
 
 
Council 6:00 

28 
 
 
BIBLE TIME!! @ 12 

29 

30 
Facebook Service 
@ 9 am 
 
 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
SackSupperSaints 
7:00 viz ZOOM 

     



Copies of the full, council minutes are available to the congregation  
upon request and are kept in the church office. 

 

Your 2020 Council Members  & Staff are:  Gary Hart, President; Ingrid Fortuna, 
VP; Mary Jenkins, Secretary; Beth Painter, Treas.   
Kathy Behling, Allen Cain, Judy DiStasio, Kolleda Hebert, Janet Hope, Mary Jenkins, Dean 
Lanternier, Jeff McGuire, Gloria Rawlston, Dick Reimer, Freia Stephens   
Staff: Pastor Anderson, Pastor Combs, Carol Burhenn, Laura Dahlke, Carol Doucette, Jim Faller, & 
Vicki McGuire 

 
Treasurer's Report 
 

TLC monthly budget is $32,082; $33,211 was received.  There was an additional $2,250 withdrawn 
for TLC Endowment funds to fund 2nd pastor and $1,155 given to dedicated accounts (ie 
Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, Memorials etc) . Year to date receipts 
were $189,715 with an additional $14,871 was given to dedicated accounts. 
 
Monthly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for June is $8,275.  YTD gain is 
$25,783.   
 
Monthly receipts of $6,675 were received for capital campaign pledges. Year to date capital 
campaign receipts were $23,911.   There were no gifts given to the modernization project. 
Amount owed on Modernization LOC as of 5/25/20 is $21,437.09.  TLC received $41,000 from 
PPP thru the Cares Act to offset payroll 
and utilities May & June.  As of June  
30th $35,711.87 of these funds have 
been accessed. 
 
A full set of Financial Statements 
are available upon request, or are 
available in the 2019 Annual 
Report outside of the office. 

If you have an announcement you would like in  
the bulletin, newsletter, or on the Trinity Website,  

please fill out an announcement form OR E-mail the office.   

 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is:  

August 20th 

Office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.,  
Monday through Thursday.  

If you need to come in at another time, you may make an  

appointment by calling the church office, 870-1236.  

 
 
 

Pastor Anderson will be in the office  

Tuesdays & Thursdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and by appointment. 

 

Pastor Combs will be in the office  

Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30 - 1:30,  

and by appointment. 
 

If you missed church on Sunday,  

Sermon videos are now available  

on our Website and Facebook! 



Welcoming people to Christ  for over 50 years... 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs 
E-mail: revstan@comcast.net  Phone: 717-578-6851 

Pastor Elise Anderson 
E-mail: pastoreliseanderson@gmail.com   Phone: 803-730-2466 

Laura Dahlke—Administrative Assistant 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com   Text:  423-834-4337 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Carol Burhenn—Care Coordinator 

E-mail: caburnenn@gmail.com   Phone: 423-886-4167 

Congregational Council 

council@lutherantrinity.com 

Traditional Services  
9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 
 

9:00 Facebook Live @ Trinity Lutheran—Worship Central 

11:00—in the Sanctuary (Holy Communion) 

~ Through the Love of Christ ~ 
We are an exciting, welcoming, and growing community of 

Christians sharing in God’s love with one another,  
the Chattanooga area, & the world. 

 (cont’d from front page) 
 
Three days later, July 18th, I drove back home to Tennessee. The next day I preached at our Facebook Live 
worship service. 
 
You know what they say about the best-laid plans…and yet, even in the midst of changed schedules, in the 
midst of attempting to avoid crowds because of the virus, learning the joys and challenges of traveling with 
a 21 month old toddler in your new car no less! (A Volkswagen Passat made right here in Chattanooga) it 
was a wonderful, dare I say, blessed time. Time spent with family and friends (and not just Griffin, but yes, 
Griffin too) was priceless. My sabbatical was a wonderful gift and I would like to thank the congregation 
for a once in a lifetime opportunity. I also want to thank Pastor Elise for covering while I was away and for 
her dedicated leadership in my absence. Likewise, I want to thank the Council and leaders of our 
congregation for faithfully striving to steer us during strange and uncertain times, and for their 
responsiveness to a constantly changing situation. Yes, you know what they say about the best-laid plans, 
but sometimes what you get is just what you needed in the first place. Perhaps a helpful learning for all of 
us as we look to doing ministry in the months ahead. God certainly does work in mysterious ways! 
 

In Christ Service and Yours, 
Pastor Stan Combs 


