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“COMFORT, COMFORT, MY PEOPLE” 
 

As I write this we are only days away from the tragic terroristic shooting that took place in our community on 
Thursday, July 16th.  Many have visited the makeshift memorials that have spontaneously sprung up at the re-
cruitment center on Lee Highway and the U.S. Naval and Marine Center on Amnicola Highway. On Saturday, 
July 18th, we opened our church at around the hour the events unfolded on that horrific Thursday for those 
who would like to come to pray and reflect. Other churches have hosted prayer vigils and special services. The 
shock, the grief, the anger, the anxiety that this could happen in our community of Chattanooga lingers in our 
thoughts and our hearts. We wonder how this could happen. Even more to the point we wonder how God 
could allow this to happen. We wonder for what purpose this senseless act could possibly be justified or ex-
plained. The truth is that this side of heaven there are no answers that will bring us the satisfaction we seek 
and for which we yearn. 
 

And yet, the Bible does not ignore the realities of grief and sorrow and pain in our lives. On the contrary, it 
acknowledges their reality in some very real and sobering ways. The Christmas story that causes our hearts to 
swell with peace and joy on Christmas Eve actually ends with the baby boys of Bethlehem being brutally mur-
dered by a tyrant king and the Son of God forced to become an undocumented immigrant refugee in Egypt. In 
John 11 we read about Jesus receiving the news that his friend Lazarus is dead. Before he does anything else 
the scriptures tell us that Jesus wept. On the cross that same Jesus cries out saying, “My God, my God , why 
have you forsaken me?” During Holy Week tears flow freely, whether it is Peter weeping over denying Jesus 
or Mary weeping in front of the tomb Easter morning. Far from ignoring our grief and sorrow and pain the Bi-
ble speaks of it and to it. 
 

God’s response to our pain and suffering and loss is not a lofty explanation filled with platitudes and logical 
progressions of thought and reasoning. Instead, it is a presence – God’s own presence – first through God’s 
only begotten Son and then through God’s very Spirit. God speaks to our loss, our grief, our anger, and our 
fear by being there with us, by weeping with us, by comforting us and by promising that someday it will all be 
different. From Revelation we find these reassuring words: “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 
‘See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself 
will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.’” (Revelation 21:3&4) 
 

And so, while there is much for us to pray for, whether it be an end to violence, hatred and prejudice, a bridg-
ing of divisions, for safety or that justice be done, in the end, the greatest prayer we can pray is to ask God to 
fill our upmost need – that God would come and be present among us to comfort us, to heal us as individuals, 
as a congregation, as a community, as a nation and as a world. “Come Lord Jesus be our guest” our children 
pray at dinner time. “Come Holy Spirit” we pray at Pentecost.” These are our heartfelt prayers now for us and 
for our community. And hearing the comforting words of the one who speaks to us from Revelation we also 
pray, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven” as we look to that day  when the old 
things will have passed away. 
In Christ’s service and yours, Pastor Stan Combs 
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Adult Sunday School Opportunities 
Herb Burhenn’s class is studying the Hebrew prophets.  Herb’s class meets at 9:45 in the church library. You are 
welcome to join the class after the 9:30 service. Herb will be out of town on July 26th so the class will not meet 
on that Sunday.  
Mike Brandt’s class is studying Basic Theology. They meet in the fellowship hall (Paul George Room) after the 
9:30  service, around 10:10 and the class continues throughout the summer. 
Lutherans On Life (LOL) is a multi-generational interactive bible discussion for people of all ages that meets dur-
ing the Sunday School hour in the Paul George room.  It is led by Jeremy Giesel and Sondra Hart.  The curriculum 
is designed specifically for multi-generational groups, so families and friends, both young and old, can learn to-
gether and discuss throughout the following week.  The class has "adopted" a special family to help throughout 
the year, makes Easter baskets for shut-ins, and puts together goodie boxes for college students.  This dynamic 
class is full of laughter and fellowship.  All are welcome, so bring your donut and coffee and join us any week 
you can. 

  “Pastor, how should I understand the Bible?”  

This is a big subject for a complete answer, but as one reads the Bible, he/she must remember that it was writ-
ten over a long span of history as it attempted to provide answers to questions not clearly in evidence about 
God’s relationship to a people.  And the Bible offers both pro and con views of certain relationships and events.  

As an example, we read positive propaganda about the need for, and goodness of the monarchy in the Old Tes-
tament, even as we see clearly that the Bible claims that it will not serve the people well.  This tension is pre-
sent in the stories of the prophets Elijah and Elisha.  We can argue on the basis of the Biblical texts themselves 
that the Bible is partially an account of a struggle between two different ways of living, namely, a domination 
system and a partnership system.  And it seems clear that the God of Israel is against a system of domination 
and sides with a system of partnership.   

The Bible then, as a whole, is not a presentation of eternal, absolute and unchangeable truths.  The Bible is, in 
certain ways, an account of God’s struggle against the forces of domination. The challenge we Lutherans face is 
that sometimes the stories of God’s struggle against the forces of domination are interpreted and presented to 
us by people who may knowingly and unknowingly be agents of such domination.   

And we, being political people, have difficulty setting our politics aside to objectively study the Word.  Do we 
believe that Jesus was demonstrating a system of trampling down the poor, the masses, for the benefit of the 
few?  Was Jesus advocating that we should be a people who builds walls around our homes, our communities, 
our nation, to protect us from challenges and diversity?  As Jesus emphasized our unity of faith in our relation-
ship with God, is he encouraging us to dominate others, or to live together in partnership with God and others? 
And, what is a Godly way of living together in partnership?  I believe this living-together emphasis, is what the 
New Testament is all about.  And we ELCA Lutherans believe that the Word of God is not complete, but that we 
are led by the Living Word, Jesus Christ, the Holy Spirit among us, helping us to live together in today’s world, 
and helping us discern God’s purpose in light of today’s realities. 

Pastor Clay Seneker  



 

 
 
 
 
 

OWLS (Older, Wiser Lutheran Seniors)  
August 4 

 
The August program will be presented 
by Ruth Ann Hampton. Ruth Ann and 
her husband own a farm, and she has 
developed a hobby of beekeeping. This 
program should be interesting and fun. 

 
10:00—Blood Pressure Check 

10:30—Bible Study 
11:00—Lunch 

 
In September, Pastor Sims will take 
us through the National Medal of 
Honor Museum at Northgate. 
 
 
August Birthdays 
John Sims—8/12 
Ed Shuey—8/20 
Teresa Howard—8/29 

Happy August  B i rthday!!  

Bill Jenkins—8/1 

Terry Carlson—8/2 

Michael Burke—8/4 

Beth Ortega—8/5 

Jean Carlson—8/7 

Ellen Leamon—8/7 

Aiden Sprague—8/7 

Lindsay Johnson—8/8 

Jeff Penticuff—8/10 
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Ida Seneker—8/11 

Ronald Gilbert—8/12 

Mary Gullickson—8/12 

Marlene Hiltunen—8/12 

John Sims—8/12 

Shula Yelliott—8/12 

Connie Stultz—8/13 

Carol Wilburn—8/13 

Jill Abens—8/15 

 

August Anniversaries 
Ed & Mary Ann Shuey—8/16/58 
Doug & Jan Buck—8/16/58 
 

Aging...when the onset of wrin-
kles is balanced by the gift of 
wisdom. 
—Unknown 

Traci Nelson—8/18 

Georgia Woodfin—8/18 

Stan Combs—8/19 

Diana Kreider—8/20 

Ed Shuey—8/20 

Kathy Sullivan—8/20 

Jeff McGuire—8/22 

Gary Hayde—8/23 

Adelyn Yelliott—8/23 

Cree Giesel—8/24 

Gene Herrin—8/24 

Klaus Peucker—8/27 

Mary Ann Shuey—8/27 

Kim Hencke—8/28 

Carol Ballard—8/29 

Laura Gladney—8/29 

Teresa Howard—8/29 

Beth Painter—8/29 

As chairperson of the OWLS, I would like to use this 

avenue to thank Bob & Shil Lewis for planning a trip to 

Cumberland County State Park and Playhouse for 

lunch and the musical “Singing in the Rain.” Twenty-

three attended, with three going from Dayton to the 

Park and 20 leaving from the church. My thanks to the 

drivers—Bob Lewis, Bill Buelow, Vic Humm, Gigi Pen-

ticuff, and Marty Smith. I thanked each one personally, 

but I wanted to let the congregation know what a great 

group of people we have at Trinity. 

- Eleonore Williams 

 
Dear Trinity, 

Thank you very much for the scholarship. I will be us-

ing the money to buy a new Mac Book Pro that I will 

use for college. Thank you again. 

Christian Woodfin 

I want to thank all of you for the many cards and tele-

phone calls I received and also the visits you made 

during my stay at the hospital and at Life Care Center. 

It was a difficult time but with God’s loving care and 

your prayers it made my recovery quicker. I am 

blessed that you are my Trinity Family. Your thought-

fulness is appreciated. 

In Christ’s Name, Doris Harsman 

 

Dear Trinity Family, 

Once again we are overwhelmed by the generosity of 

our Trinity members. The school supplies donated 

filled seven large boxes to overflowing! What a gift we 

were able to give Northside Neighborhood House for 

those who might otherwise go without. Thank You! 

Social Missions 
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Remember—If you have an announcement you would like in the bulletin, newsletter, or internet, 

please fill out a form (they are in the welcome area on the counter) and put them in Pam’s mailbox.  

Note that mailboxes are located beneath the name of the person you’re looking for!                    

You may also email them to the church office (no pdf. files please).  Thanks. 

NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is: August 25 

Attention Knitters, Crocheters, and Quilters 

and ALL Women of the ELCA 

Bind Us Together Knitters meets 
on Saturdays at 9:00 a.m. on 2nd 
and 4th Saturdays. Bring in your 
knitting or crocheting and join us! 

Or, if you’d like to learn, we have some pretty good 
teachers available. 

Women of the ELCA meet every 2nd Tuesday at 
12:30 for Bible study. Bring your lunch! On the 4th 
Tuesday, our Bible study time is in the evenings at 
5:30.  

Ladies Night Out will be taking a break during the 
summer. We will resume 3rd Tuesday nights out in 
September. 
 

Mission Quilts—The quilting group is taking a short 
vacation and will be active again in the fall. 

Youth News: 

August 16—Rally Day for Sunday school and Youth 

will lead all services. 

August 30—10:30—Church Picnic at Chest Frost Park 

September 8—Project Canterbury Burrito Tuesday 

September 13—JAMS Session Kick Off—Why do we 

give? 

September 19—Jump Park Bowling Event at Southside 

Social (Noon) 

Family Faith Formation is a NEW intergenerational Christian Education format that we will be using to ac-
tivate faith and family in our day to day lives.  We here at Church have the opportunity to nurture spiritual 
growth in the home, by placing several generations around the table to do Bible study and ponder how 
scripture directs their path. Because this is an intergenerational setting, Bible study can be interactive and 
creative, allowing each generation to pass its faith onto another. It goes both ways; the children can be as 
enlightening as the adults. Cornerstones lessons are a vehicle for making that mutual journey of faith hap-
pen.  Each week large group will discuss curriculum then break into small groups, based on age, and share 
how we can let our light shine in our everyday journey with Christ.  Any adults are invited to join as well as 
children and youth of all ages.  

  

WHIRL Nursery Education -  Every Whirl lesson follows a four-part sequence: Welcome, Hear, Respond, 
and Launch (WHRL!). Each week, kids and leaders start their time together by identifying where they are in 
the church year and watching an animated video to set up the lesson. Next, they dive into the Whirl Story 
Bible or Whirl NRSV Bible together, respond to the scripture lesson with creative leaflet activities, and circle 
up to review the lesson and pray before being sent out.  Ages 2-5 are welcome to sign up for this exciting 
new class. 
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August 2 8:30 11:00 

Ushers-August Bob Blackburn, Grant & Shula Yelliott 
Harold Zumbrun, Bill Haigler, John Odom, Jeff 
McGuire 

Altar Guild 
Nancy Fisher, Rae Logan,  
Nancy Gubish, Lori Weisner Vanda Ingham, Gigi Penticuff 

Communion Asst. Kathy Behling Diane Gray 

Asst. Minister Kathy Behling Diane Gray 

Greeters Nancy & Jim Fisher Ed & Mary Ann Shuey, Jeff & Vicki McGuire 

Offering Counters 
Kathy Behling, Dean Lanternier, Vera 
Sachleben Bobbie Iles & TBD 

August 9  8:30 11:00 

Lectors Barbara Bakkom Julie Sosebee 

Altar Guild 
Susan Gilbert, Beverlee Bergevin, Cindy 
Anthony Julie & Abby Sosebee, Freida Jennings 

Communion Asst. Mary Jenkins Gary Hart 

Asst. Minister Mary Jenkins Gary Hart 

Greeters Jeff & Vicki McGuire Sosebee Family 

Offering Counters 
Donna Kuberg, Dean Lanternier, 
Barbara Branta Ed Shuey, TBD 

August 16 8:30 11:00 

Lectors Carol Burhenn Janet Hope 

Altar Guild 
Vicki McGuire, Barbara Bakkom, Jean 
Reimer Karen Smith, Lola Jensen, Carol Hayde 

Communion Asst. Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Assisting Minister Shula Yelliott David Giesel 

Greeters  Eleonore Williams, Betsy McSweet 

Offering Counters 
Donna Kuberg, Dean Lanternier, Evelyn 
Kuberg Sue Combs, Eleonore Williams 

August 23 8:30 11:00 

Lector Kathy Behling Gary Hart 

Altar Guild 
Mary Gullickson, Sheila Hilley, Debbie 
Greiner Doris Harsman, Phyllis Sims, Jan Buck 

Communion Asst. Kathy Behling Gary Hart 

Assisting Minister Kathy Behling Gary Hart 

Greeters  Bob & Betty Stuckert, Joe & Janet Hope 

Offering Counters Kathy Behling, Dean Lanternier Vanda Ingham, TBD 

August 30   

Lector Shula Yelliott Diane Gray 

Altar Guild Mary Gullickson, Rae Logan Vanda Ingham 

Communion Asst. Shula Yelliott Diane Gray 

Assisting Minister Shula Yelliott Diane Gray 

Greeters  Ed & Mary Ann Shuey 

Offering Counters Sue Combs, Dean Lanternier Alan Crews, Bill Haigler, Dean Lanternier 



Pastor Schimmer, Sue Wyse, Evelyn Carroll, Sandy Buelow, Herb & Caryl 
Warnemuende, June Keller, Dot Brown, Linda Peucker, Carolyn Fuller 

Ruby Giesel—David Giesel’s mother 

Jon McKenzie – by Loli Allen 

Kadye Sokborikit, Trisha Morris, Tracie Evitt, Leila Pratt, Amanda Layne, Talbert 
Williams, Emily Davis, James Davis, Joe King, Elizabeth Helton, Priscilla Scott, 
Terry Griffith, Angela Foster, Gwen, Gail Appel, Ursula Carter, Bobbie Hudgins, 

Lota Alsup, Tom, Teresa, Franklin McCallie, Katy Attala, Bill Humphreys, Laura Lester, Profitable S.A.G.E., Montgomery 
Schuh, Pat Caelda, Colin Malefakis—by John Wilson 

Don Travis, the Garrison Family, Jeremy Ross, Olivia Haislip—Julie Sosebee 

John Rawlston—Mark Rawlston’s father 

Warren Smith, Diane Stacey—friends of Cree Giesel 

 

We will be updating the long term prayer list. Please let us know if you have someone you’d 
like to add or if you’d like to keep on a name already listed. 

           John Matthew Gray, Chief Petty Officer, U.S. Navy – son of John & Diane Gray 

Ryan Morgan, Marines - Great nephew of Carol & Herb Burhenn         

 Sr. Airman Dillon O. Cole  

Ryan Lynch, USAF Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell          

 Lt. Col. Richard C. Amburn, - brother-in-law of the Sosebees         

Matthew K. Lynch USMC Reserve - grandson of Carol Bell         

 PV2 Barrett Brown—Tacy Gorton’s grandson      

Major Raymond Myers - former member of Trinity 

 Sam Thompson, USMC - nephew of Diana Kreider 

Harris Looney, US Navy, friend of Diana Kreider 

 Chase Moss and Maxwell Baldridge—nephews of Beth Painter 

Lance Corporal James Cole, Jr., Marines 

 Lt. Adam Carter, U.S. Navy, Beverlee Bergevin’s nephew 
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Our office hours are 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Monday through Thursday.  
If you need to come in at another time, you may make an appointment by calling the church office (870-1236).  

Pastor Combs will be in the office Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:00—1:00, and by appointment 
Jeremy will be in the office on Wednesdays, 9:30 a.m.—1:00 p.m. 

If you missed church on Sunday, sermons are now available on our website and Facebook! 



S U N  M O N  T U E  W E D  T H U  F R I  S A T  

EVERY Sunday 

8:30 & 11:00 

Traditional 

Worship 

9:30 Non-

Traditional   

Worship 

EVERY Monday 

9:30 TLC 

 

EVERY Tuesday 

 

EVERY Wed. 

9:30 TLC 

10:00 Food 

Vouchers 

7:15 Volleyball  

EVERY Thursday 

7:30 Praise 

Band 

 

EVERY Friday 

8:30 a.m.  Friday 

Work Crew 

1 

11:00 Fiber Arts 

Guild 

2 

9:45 Adult Sun-

day school 

12:15 Media/

PR 

3 4 

10:00 OWLS 

3:30 HR  

5:30 Finance 

5 6 

4:00—BMRG 

6:30—Exec. 

Committee 

7 
 

8 

8:30 Men’s 

Breakfast  

9:00 Knitters 

9 

12:15 Evan-

gelism 

10 

 

11 

12:30 Women of 

the ELCA 

12 13  

6:30 Worship & 

Music 

 

14 

 

15 

Budget Meetings—

9:00 a.m.—Noon 

9:30 Breakfast 

Club 

16 Rally Day & 

Youth Services 

5:00 Council 
 

17 

 

18  

 

 

19 

5:15 Hand Bell 

Rehearsals 

begin again 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

9:00 Knitters 

23 24 25 

5:30 Women of 

the ELCA Bible 

Study 

26 

5:15 Handbells 

27 28 

 

29 

30 

8:30 Service 

10:30 Service @ 

Chester Frost 

Park & Picnic 

31 
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2015 Council Members and Responsibilities 
WELCOME:   Hospitality - Kathy Behling; Evangelism/Publicity - Freida Jennings 
SEND:   (Social Missions, etc.) - Gigi Penticuff 
SUPPORT:   BMRG - Lynda Watson (temporarily); Finance - Shelia Hilley 
EQUIP:   Worship & Music - Michael Frixen; Youth - Gary Hart 
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We welcome new members! 
Fran Balsis, 1960 Belleau Village Lane, Chattanooga, 37421 (899-8532)  
Judith Stringfield, 314 Fallen Leaf Drive, Soddy Daisy, 37379  
Fred & Barbara Weinhold,  1502 Sedgefield Drive, Ooltewah, 37379, 
870-5510  
Kim White, 5164 High Street, Ooltewah, 37363, 238-5809 

All men of the church are invited to share in the fellowship of the 

men’s breakfast, Saturday, August 8 at 8:30 a.m. There’s always plenty 

to eat and much conversation about what’s right and wrong in the 

world, along with any other topic you’d like to bring up. Join us! 

In July we studied various Bible stories all month long. We had a wonder-
ful summer with new and old friends alike. Now it's time to begin a new 
school year! We will be closed the first two weeks of August to 
make preparations for the fall. Our first day back will be Monday, August 
17th.  

Don't forget to like us on Facebook at TLC Learning Center Program! 

TLC Learning Center 

 The TLC Breakfast Club will meet on Saturday, August 15th at 9:30 a.m. at The Meeting 

House located on Dayton Boulevard in the heart of Red Bank.  This great little coffee shop (with breakfast 
items) is located in the former Red Bank Drug Store, site of Trinity’s first church services!  Please consider 
joining us for breakfast and fellowship.   Bring your friends too!  If you have any questions, please see Susan 
Gilbert or send an email to susanmgilbert@comcast.net.   

Caring for the Caregiver - “It’s not easy being green.” Kermit the Frog 

There are a lot of things in life that are not easy.  A few examples:  Your first day at 

school, your first date or your first job.  Each of these life moments are made easier if 

you have support.  Did your mother walk you to school for the first very day of school 

so that you didn’t have to face the new day alone? If she did, she was supporting you.   

She was your caregiver.  Someday you may be her caregiver...caregiving is not easy no 

matter how much you love the person. 
 

If you are a mother, father, child or spouse, the likelihood that you will have an encounter with caregiving is 

very real. Caregiving brings with it a set of challenges that are better met when the caregiver has access to a 

good support system…..what better place to find this support than in your faith community at Trinity. 
 

Janet Hope (retired Professor of Sociology) and I are planning to offer a Caregiver Support Group beginning 

in September.  If you are interested, please use the sign-up sheet in the coffee area to let us know what day 

and time work best for you. 
 

Carol Burhenn, RN, Parish Nurse 

mailto:susanmgilbert@comcast.net
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=kermit+the+frog&view=detailv2&&&id=312FF7AADD3625634038476176C7C0A1C22C622F&selectedIndex=2&ccid=5jbuct9D&simid=608045504329679275&thid=JN.qGLPO1NbY273%2bYs6fr7r3w


Comments from Your Council 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by President, Lynda Watson, and opened with a devotion given 
by Gary Hart. Roll call was taken.  Sheila Hilley, Art Minninger, Beth Painter, and Pam Smith absences were 
excused. Also in attendance was Dean Lanternier, Finance   
 

Highlights and motions from the July meeting are itemized below: 
 

 Motion made by Gary Hart and seconded by Kathy Behling to approve all items on the consent agenda 
and to accept Art Minninger’s resignation from Council/BMRG and Chris Kurz’s resignation from 
BMRG with regrets and appreciation for their service.   
Motion approved. 

 Gary Hart reported that VBS was a success with 27 different children in attendance at one time or 
another, 19 adults participated in Bible study, and over 60 people were fed per night. The Council 
thanks all those that worked on VBS.  Big thanks go to Sondra Hart and Jeremy Giesel for organ-
izing the event, Donna Kuberg for staffing the kitchen, and Pastor Seneker and Pastor Buck for 
leading the adult Bible study. 

 Motion made by the Executive Board and seconded by Pastor Combs to authorize treasurer to 
join Thrivent Credit Union in the amount of $1.00 and to then open a Thrivent Business Money 
Market Account with a minimum of $100,000.01.  Motion approved.  The funds will be transferred 
from Trinity’s First Tennessee account, a non-interest bearing account, to an interest bearing ac-
count. 

 Motion made by Pastor Combs and seconded by Gary Hart to receive into membership Fran Bal-
sis, Judith Stringfield, Fred and Barbara Weinhold, and Kim White.  Motion approved. 

 Motion made by Alan Crews and seconded by Gary Hart to accept Pastor’s report as presented.  
Motion approved.       

 The Children/Youth Committee has been busy lining up activities for the rest of 2015. A motion 
was made by the Executive Board and seconded by  Kathy Behling to approve the Children/Youth 
events as listed on July Report through October 11th.  Motion approved. 

 By-law proposals need to be submitted to the secretary by August 1 so that changes can be en-
tered on computer and then printed for the August meeting.  At that time, the new changes will 
be discussed.  Final vote by council on changes will occur in September. 

 The church picnic is set for August 30, 2015, and will be held at Chester Frost Park. There will be only 
two services on that day.  The 8:30 service will be held at the church and the 10:30 service will be held at 
Chester Frost Park.  The congregation is encouraged to sign up for the picnic. 

 Motion made by Gary Hart and 2nd by Freida Jennings  to authorize the expenditure of up to 

$1,400 for shades for Pastor’s office, shades for the treasurer’s office and one shade for the chapel 

with funds coming from the general fund.  Motion approved.  

 Budget Meeting Schedule is set for August 15th, 9 am -noon.  All staff, council members/liaisons 

and the chair of each committee are expected to attend.  Additional members are welcome.  Each 

committee will submit their 2016 budget at the end of this meeting 

Copies of the full minutes are available to the congregation upon request and are kept in the church office. 

In Christ, Mary Jenkins, Council Secretary 

(continued page 10) 
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(continued from page 9) 

June Treasurer’s Report 

TLC monthly budget is $30,016.88, $27,318.25 was received.  There was an additional $2563.73 given to dedicated 

accounts (ie Neighbors in Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc).   

Monthly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) for June is $89.26.   

Year to date gifts are $183,814.32.  There was an additional $18,058.83 given to dedicated accounts (ie Neighbors in 

Need, Waddell Scholarship, Youth Fundraisers, etc). 

Yearly gain (General Fund Income less Ordinary Expenses) year to date is $27,648.00.  

A full set of Financial Statements are available upon request. 

Committee Report 
 
WELCA (Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America) 
All women of Trinity are members of the women's ministry organization of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America.   
The Martha Circle group meets on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 12:30 at the church for a Bible Study.   
Ladies Nite Out meets every 3rd Tuesday at 5:30 at a different restaurant each month. 
There is also a Bible study on the 4th Tuesday at 5:30. 
Other activities include quilting and knitting. 
A recent fund raiser was the Chili Cook Off .  Over $ 200 was raised for scholarships for women of the South-
eastern Synod gathering at St. Simons Island, Ga., which will be held in September of this year. 
On February 22, 2015, Bold Women’s Sunday was celebrated with women of the congregation conducting the 
service.  As Martin Luther said, women should be bold, take risks on account of the gospel, but believe more 
boldly still in Jesus.   
For more information on WELCA, contact Mary Smith or call the church office. 

Thrivent Financial announces their Eighth Annual Oktoberfest and 
chapter Board elections on Saturday, October 3rd from 1:00 to 6:00 
pm.  The event will be located at First Lutheran Campground, at 1621 Lee 
Pike, Soddy Daisy, TN, right on the beautiful waters of Possum Creek be-

fore it empties into Chickamauga Lake.  Lots of games and prizes from 1-3 pm. Dinner starts at 3:30 pm 
and includes bratwurst & sauerkraut, German potato salad, baked beans, desserts and drinks.  For the 
children there will also be roasted hotdogs and potato chips.  

Tickets are available from your Congregational Advocate.  For more information, contact Elaine Burns, 
phone (423) 236-4660 or email at eburnsrph@gmail.com 

If you are a committee chair or council member, please mark your calendar 

for August 15th. The budget meeting for committees to submit their requests 

for the 2016 budget will take place from 9:00 a.m. to Noon. Please be pre-

pared to make thoughtful budget requests for your committee. Concerned 

committee members are also welcome to attend. 

http://www.elca.org/
http://www.elca.org/
mailto:eburnsrph@gmail.com
https://www.thrivent.com/
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Summary of Results of Renovation Survey 
 
The May Survey on possible renovation of the Sanctuary and/or  Narthex resulted in the return of 88 
completed or partially completed surveys. The Long Range Planning Committee (LRPC) has compiled 
the survey answers into the most significant number of similar comments/suggestions for each of the 
questions. Listed below are the results of the most mentioned items: 
 
Question #1—What is meaningful to you about our sanctuary? 
 The large cross suspended from the ceiling at the center of the sanctuary 
 The circular layout of the sanctuary with the central communion area and baptismal font 
 The organ and stained glass windows 
 
Question #2—Is there something about our sanctuary and/or narthex that tends to interfere with your 
worship experience or makes it challenging to worship? 
 The loud volume of the organ 
 The acoustics of the speaker system, especially when speaking from the pulpit 
 The flow of communion participants to and from communion 
 The hardness of pew seating 
 Disturbing noise(s) coming from several sources 
 
Question #3—What are one or two things that would improve the sanctuary and/or narthex to enhance 
your worship experience? 
 Improve acoustics within the service with a professionally updated sound system to include read-

ings from the pulpit, choir music, organ volume, etc. 
 Improve the comfort of seating with pew cushioning, chairs, or alternative layout 
 Lighten/brighten up the Narthex 
 Provide for a central entrance from the Narthex to the Sanctuary, leading to a full, central aisle. 
 
Question #4—In your opinion, what would make the sanctuary and/or Narthex visitor friendly? 
 Improved signage throughout the church 
 Lighten/brighten up the narthex 
 Provide a “cry room” close to the sanctuary with sound from the sanctuary 
 
Question #5—Many churches are utilizing technology in their services. Please check as many of the fol-
lowing items you feel would enhance your worship experience. 
 

  60   Enhanced sound in the sanctuary  
  42  Projection ability to display music, scriptures, video, etc. 
  12   use of smart phones or ipads to interact with the service (blogs, feedback, etc.) 
  33   Look for more ways to increase the use of video to broadcast services (live stream) 
  37   Equip the sanctuary to accommodate music groups such as bands, quartets, etc. 
 
This is a brief summary of the numerous comments and suggestions on the returned surveys. There 
were many excellent suggestions made by individuals. All of the surveys have been reviewed by the 
LRPC with the goal of providing recommendations to the church Council in the near future. 
 
Submitted by Long Range Planning Committee 



Welcoming people to Christ  for over 50 years 

Traditional Services with Holy Communion at 

8:30 and 11:00 a.m. 

Non-Traditional Chapel Service with  

Holy Communion at 9:30 

Phone: 423-870-1236 

E-mail: tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 
 

Visit our website at 

www.chattanoogalutheran.org 

Pastor Stanley Combs—Pastor 

revstan@comcast.net Phone: 717-578-6851 

Pastor Chris Hansen—Visitation Pastor 

hansen@mindspring.com Phone: 423-991-2638 

Jeremy Giesel—Youth and Children’s Ministry 

jeremygiesel@yahoo.com 

Pam Smith—Administrative Assistant 

tlcadmin@lutherantrinity.com 

Jim Faller, A.I.M.—Organist and Choir Master 

music@lutherantrinity.com 

Carol Burhenn—Parish Nurse 

Phone: 423-886-4167 
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council@lutherantrinity.com 

Please update your directories: 

Michael Frixen—3810 Memphis Drive, Chattanooga, 37415 


