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All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not just pastors and deacons but also the youngest child,
like Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place. Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus
because he comes from Nazareth. But where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we
come to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of God, and . . . the gate of heaven”
(Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the place where Nathanael will meet God.

PRELUDE/WELCOME
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (stand)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the
waters, whose mercy is poured out upon all people, whose
goodness cascades over all creation.
Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.

Holy God,
you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our
ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— our
own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.
We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth
and its resources and fail to consider generations to come.
Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left
undone. Even before the words are on our tongues, you know
them; receive them in your divine mercy.
Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise
of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are washed away and we are claimed as
God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the wake of God’s
forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out
Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace.
Amen.
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for
the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you
more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more nearly,
day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen.
2

FIRST READING
1 Samuel 3:1-10 [11-20]
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The
word of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not
widespread.
2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that
he could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had
not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of
the LORD, where the ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called,
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie
down again.” So he went and lay down. 6The LORD called again,
“Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down
again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word of
the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called
Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said,
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that
the LORD was calling the boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie
down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your
servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place.
10Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before,
“Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is
listening.” [11Then the LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am about to do
something in Israel that will make both ears of anyone who hears
of it tingle. 12On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I have
spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13For I have
told him that I am about to punish his house forever, for the
iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God,
and he did not restrain them. 14Therefore I swear to the house of
Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be expiated by sacrifice
or offering forever.”
15Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of
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the house of the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to
Eli. 16But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” He said,
“Here I am.” 17Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it
from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you hide anything
from me of all that he told you.” 18So Samuel told him everything
and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do
what seems good to him.”
19As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his
words fall to the ground. 20And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba
knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.]
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
1LORD, you have searched me out;
O LORD, you have known me.
2You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
5You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that I cannot attain to it.
13For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
14I will thank you because I am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and I know it well.
15My body was not hidden from you, while I was being made in
secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
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16Your

eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
17How deep I find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them! 18If I were to count them, they
would be more in number than the sand; to count them all, my life
span would need to be like yours.
SECOND READING
1 Corinthians 6:12-20
12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial.
“All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be dominated by
anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is
meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body. 14And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his
power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of
Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make
them members of a prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that
whoever is united to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For
it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to the
Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin
that a person commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins
against the body itself. 19Or do you not know that your body is a
temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God,
and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a
price; therefore glorify God in your body.
The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL
John 1:43-51
The holy gospel according to St. John, the 1st chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and
said to him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the
city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to
him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly
an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him,
“Where did you get to know me?” Jesus answered, “I saw you
under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied,
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under
the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said
to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the
angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
SERMON

Pastor Elise Anderson
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HOD

Here I Am, Lord
"I, the Lord of sea and sky,
I have heard my people cry.
All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I, who made the stars of night,
I will make their darkness bright.
Who will bear my light to them?
Whom shall I send?"
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
"I, the Lord of snow and rain,
I have borne my people's pain.
I have wept for love of them. They turn away.
I will break their hearts of stone,
give them hearts for love alone.
I will speak my word to them.
Whom shall I send?"
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
"I, the Lord of wind and flame,
I will tend the poor and lame.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
Finest bread I will provide
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till their hearts be satisfied.
I will give my life to them.
Whom shall I send?"
Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?
I have heard you calling in the night.
I will go, Lord, if you lead me.
I will hold your people in my heart.
NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of
heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. We believe
in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true
God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the
Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the
Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. For
our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will
have no end. We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver
of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has
spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic
and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Siblings in Christ, our baptismal vows call us to
compassion and mercy on behalf of those in need. We offer our
prayers for the church and the world. (kneel)
AM: Lord God, you revealed your Son in the waters of the Jordan
and anointed him with the power of the Holy Spirit to proclaim
good news to all people. Sanctify us by the same Spirit, that we
may proclaim the healing power of the gospel by acts of love and
justice in your name. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
AM: God, your voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your
grace, mark us with your image, and raise us to live our baptismal
vows empowered by the Holy Spirit as children of God. Bless your
Church throughout the world. Guide us to work for peace and
justice for all your children, help us to follow the example that
Christ set for us, loving our neighbors and lifting up those who
have stumbled. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
AM: Creator God, we give thanks for the waters that sustain us.
The water that falls from the sky and nourishes our land. For the
waters of the Tennessee River that brings life and joy to our lives.
For lakes and ponds, and the refuge they make for all of your
creatures. Remind us to care for your creation that has given us so
much. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
AM: We pray for our world, that the leaders of the nations might
strive for justice and righteousness for all people. Especially do we
pray for the leaders of this nation, state and county. Guard all
those who serve in the military and give your protective blessing
to all who offer help in times of need. We especially pray for all
first responders and essential workers. Lord in your mercy, hear
our prayer.
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AM: Lord, we pray for all those who are in any need, that the
waters of your love might bring healing and hope. Feed the
hungry, shelter the poor, clothe the naked, comfort the grieving
and bring healing to the sick. Especially do we lift up to you…
Laurie Roe (online visitor), The family of Ernie Engel (former
member), Melinda Roy (Pastor Anderson), Faye Purser (Kathy
Behling), Ron and Janet Aliciene (Sal DiStasio), Karen Porter
(Harold Humphries), Cassondra Campbell (Bobbie Iles), Robert
Burns (Carol Hayde), Mary K Mason, Joyce Sanders (David Combs),
Gary Hayde, June Hoover (Fran Balsis), MaryAnn Jackson, Hope
Kimble, Rebecca Krause, Andy Kunz (Sharon Will), Larry Lee
(Penticuff family), Sherry McKinney (Fran Balsis), Britt
McPherson, Art Minninger, Barbara Montgomery, Simon Moss
(Nichols family) ……and those we name in our hearts and out loud
before you now…Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Pastor: Into your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we
pray trusting in your mercy through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
PEACE (stand)
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
OFFERTORY PRAYER (stand)
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives
her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew in your tender
care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this
same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a
star he was shown forth to all nations, in the waters of the Jordan
you proclaimed him your beloved Son, and in the miracle of water
turned to wine he revealed your glory. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the churc
h on earth and the hosts of heaven we praise your name and join
their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy, Lord
God of pow’r and might:
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take
and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all
to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed
for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup, we remember your Word dwelling
among us, full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in
his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this
meal. May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill
us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God
incarnate, Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever.
Amen
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Beloved: here is bread; here is wine. Here is Jesus.
Come and be fed. Thanks be to God. (sit)
COMMUNION BLESSING (remain seated)
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in His grace. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER (remain seated)
A - Let us pray together: Christ Jesus, at this table we have
feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our
journey. Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body
and in spirit to proclaim your good news and serve others in
your name. Amen.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING (stand)
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you;
and the Holy Spirit the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. Amen
DISMISSAL: Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or
dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. Go
in peace, Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
Service Times:

8:15 am – Drive-In Service
9:30 am – Facebook Live Service
10:30 am – Burhenn Zoom Bible Study
11:00 am – Drive-In Service

CHRISTMAS EVE OFFERING – It is with great excitement that we announce the
total collected in offering designated as “Christmas Eve.” This offering is given
every year for a specific purpose, to aid the people of Chattanooga and around the
world. For 2020, we chose our Neighbors in Need program (which provides food
to families in the Chattanooga area) and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund (which
helps area families with partial rent, utilities, or small family emergencies). The
total amount collected was an incredible $4205 ($2120 Neighbors n Need/$2085
Prs. Disc Fund). In addition, we received a one-time donation of $4000 to the
Neighbors in Need. During this time of uncertainty, this will give us a good start to
2021 and insures we are there to help those around us who are struggling. May
God bless us all.
SUNDAY SCHOOL - The Sunday morning Bible study ZOOM meets at 10:30 am and
is now reading Exodus. Contact Herb Burhenn if you wish to be added to the
invitation list.
OFFERING BOOKLETS – Our 2021 offering booklets have arrived and are safely
spread out in the chapel. They are in alphabetical order and have only been
touched by our administrative assistant, Laura. For those who choose to use
Vanco, your name may not be included. Please check to be sure.
The envelope for the CAPITAL CAMPAIGN is a left-over from last year. You may give
to this account for future needs, but Mission Impossible will be finishing up this year.
NEW ONLINE DIRECTORY – The NEW Trinity Online Directory has been updated
and new members added. This directory can be found at chattanoogalutheran.org,
at the bottom of the “Links We Like” page. This directory offers you the option to
sign-up and edit your family’s information. Please email or text me for the code.
VENMO– Our username is @trinitylutheran. Thank you to our members who use
this service. We hope it is useful to your family.
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